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IN MEMORIAM 


ROBERT LEE WILLIAMS 


It is with profound sorrow that the Chronicles 
of Oklahoma announces the death of Ex-Governor 
Robert Lee Willams on the morning of April 10, 1948. 
He was one of the founders of the Chronicles of Okla- 
homa and for many years and even until his death, 


President of the Board of Directors of the Oklahoma 


Historical Society. His life and service will be pre- 


sented to our members and readers of the Chronicles 
of Oklahoma in the Summer issue. 


Charles Evans 
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MEMORIES OF AN 89 ’ER 
O. H. Richards* 


Time and again, a description of the run that started at high 
noon on April 22, 1889, into the promised land, Oklahoma, has been 
published, and while a participant in that mad rush, there is nothing 
that I can add that has not already been covered by more able writers. 
I am going to tell you of some of the highlights of my experiences as 
an 89’er that stand out in my memory as bright and vivid as though 
they occurred but yesterday instead of over half century ago. 


My experience as a pioneer 89’er, with its hardships, its make- 
shifts, its poverty was not unique. it was the height of fashion to be 
poor and broke back in 1889. That was the reason Oklahoma Ter- 
ritory was settled up so fast, young men, like myself endeavoring 
to get a start. 


I filed on a claim twelve miles northwest of Guthrie on a little 
stream called Wolf Creek. There were perhaps fifty acres of bottom 
land on it and the rest was broken and covered with black jack 
timber. | 


I will never forget the first night I spent on my claim. Charles 
W. MeGraw, a cousin, had a claim adjoining mine and we made ou 
camp together, with our beds on the ground under a wide spreadin 
elm, with no roof other than the sky and earth as our mattress. 
can again recall-the mournful ery of the whip-poor-wills as they 
welcomed us to our new home, an experience for a young man tha 
had never been away from home, dealing with life in the ra 
Waking up in the early morning, and just across the draw fro 
our camp I saw a bunch of wild turkeys. One old gobler among 


of the Northwest Oklahoma Cattlemen’s Association, published at Woodward, Okl, 
homa. In recent years, he wrote a series of articles for the Ellis County Capit 
under the caption “Reminiscences,” that told of pioneers and pioneer life in oll 
Day County (now included in Ellis and Roger Mills County), Oklahoma Territory 
An 89’er, he sold his claim in Logan County and left Oklahoma in December, 1894 
entering the Cedar Rapids Business College, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. After graduati 
in 1893, he secured a position as head of the penmanship department in the Sout 
western Business College, Wichita, Kansas. In 1895, he resigned his position 
engaged in the mining business for two years at Leadville, Colorado. In 1897, 
came to Day County and entered the cattle business, locating a claim on the Cana 
ian River four miles upstream from Grand, the County Seat. O. H. Richar 
George Carr, and “Cap” Mitchell started the Day County Progress at Grand, wi 
Mitchell as active editor, in 1902, but within a short time disposed of their interes 
in the newspaper to S. A. Miller. In 1911, Mr. Richards was elected Register 
Deeds of Ellis County and served four years; in 1930, he was elected Court Clex 
and served four years. He is now retired and is living on his ranch, with his po 
office at Arnett, in Ellis County.—Ed. 


* Mr. O. H. Richards is a contributor to the Northwest Cattleman, official att 
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them looked as big as an ostrich; before we could get our guns, 
they flew away. The best shots always get away, for you never 
land the big fish when you are fishing. 


Charlie, my cousin, and I spent about two weeks on our claims, 
employing most of our time hunting, loafing in camp, and visiting 
with other claim holders. A number of fellows came by after the 
run, looking for someone to contest. 


We received word while on our claims that the Land Office at 
Guthrie was swamped by claim holders, seeking to file; that ap- 
plicants were standing in line a block long waiting their turn; that 
each applicant was given a number and no one could file out of 
turn. Charle and I decided we would go over to Guthrie and get 
in line. Guthrie had been designated as the temporary capitol, 
one of the Land Offices being located there. We arrived in Guthrie 
in the evening and camped on the Cotton Wood with about five 
thousand homesteaders. I recall the myriad camp fires, the champ- 
ing of a thousand tethered horses to the wagons and the braying 
of mules. I recall how some hilarious voice would call out in the 
night, ‘‘Oh Joe’’ and then another voice in another part of camp 
would answer with, ‘‘Here is your Mule’’. Lewis Myers, a civil war 
veteran and a member of our party, informed us that the call 
“‘Oh Joe—Here is your mule’’ originated in the Civil War and 
that he had heard the call many a time when an army was bivouaced 
and this camp of homesteaders resembled a bivouaced army in 
every detail. The next morning we proceeded to the Land Office 
to see about filing. 


Long lines of tired people were standing in line awaiting their 
turn to file. A company of soldiers was present to keep the crowd 
in line and to preserve order. An officer at the door gave us our 
filing numbers, and with it, the cheerful information that it would 
take about two weeks to get around to us. He advised us to stick 
around, that if we were not present when our numbers were called, 
other numbers would be called and we would loose our places. 


Guthrie at that time had a population of perhaps 30,000 people, 
a shifting and dust begrimed crowd. Harrison Avenue was a solid 
line of tents, grocery stores, restaurants, doctors’ and lawyers’ offices. 
The lawyers main business was making out filing papers, the charges 
for which were from 25¢ to $2. The residential section was also 
covered with tents. The water supply was obtained from wells, the 
principal well being on Harrison avenue. It was kept going all the 
time. People stood in line with buckets awaiting their turn at the 
pump. The water had a brackish taste and was discolored. 


There was a public toilet off the main street housed in a tent 
with a main entrance and exit, always a long line in waiting. An 
enterprising old negro established a private toilet on his lot and 
charged 10¢ for its use and had a thriving business. 
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As I look back now on the early days in Guthrie, it seems that 
you were always awaiting your turn. You waited your turn to file 
on your land. You waited your turn to get a bucket of water or 
waited your turn in a restaurant to get something to eat. Just about 
anything you wanted to do you waited your turn. 


Building activities were carried on in a feverish rush. The 
sound of hammer and saw was heard from early morn until late at 
night. Anyone who could drive a nail could get a job as a carpenter. 
We had been in town but a day or two when Charlie, my cousin, said 
he had gotten a job as a carpenter, and would ‘‘Commence work in 
the morning.’’ ‘‘You have a lot of gall to pass yourself off as a 
carpenter. You know you can’t drive a nail straight,’’ I said. 
‘‘T know that, but neither are those other birds carpenters you see 
wielding hammers and saws around here,’’ he replied. 


That evening while strolling down Harrison Avenue, I ran into 
Frank H. Greer, former city editor of the Winfield Courier, Win- 
field, Kansas. I knew him back in Winfield when we both worked 
for the Courier. He grasped my hand and said ‘‘You are the man 
I was looking for. Do you want a job?’’ 


I told him that I wanted a job all right, but I hated to be caught 
around with such a dirty looking bum as he appeared to be. His 
clothes were soiled and dirty with dust. There was a streak of 
grease across his face and he looked anything but the well-dressed 
immaculate city editor of the Winfield Courier. He grinned and said, 
“Tf I look any more like a bum than you do, I am sure going to 
clean up, but let us get back to business. You are now looking at 
the editor of the Oklahoma State Capital, and I am expecting to get 
out a daily. What I want with you is to take charge of the circula- | 
poe write locals and do just about the same work you did on the 

ourver.’? 


‘“When do I begin?’’ I asked. 


‘Right now,’’ he said. ‘‘I have bought that old press that used 
to be in the Telegram office in Winfield, and we are expecting it in 
on the Santa Fe tonight. We are going to have to work all night 
to get it off the car and installed in the office.’’ 


He and I walked down to the State Capital office, which was 
one of the few frame structures in Guthrie. The building covered 
a space of about 20 x 30 feet. It housed a few type cases and an 
old job press, a home made table and chair, which just about com-. 
pleted all the furniture and equipment in the newspaper office. The 
Capttal had been published as a weekly, but had been printed on the | 
Winfield Courier presses. | 


That night the Washington press arrived and was ready to get | 
out the daily the next day. My job was to establish a circulation | 


e 
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in a city of tents, where the people were constantly on the move. 
How was I to identify each of our subscribers’ tents so the delivery 
boy would know where to leave his paper. I placed the problem up 
to Frank Greer. His reply was, ‘‘That’s your problem, I get the 
papers out, you sell ’em.’’ I solved the problem by having a large 
letter ‘‘C’’ printed on a cardboard six inches square and when I took 
a subscription, I attached the letter ‘‘C’’ to the tent, so the delivery 
boys had no trouble in locating their subscribers. 


Charles McGraw, Dr. Patterson, and another doctor whose name 
I have forgotten, and myself shared a tent together. Dr. Patterson 
had been unable to secure a claim, but had secured a town lot and 
the tent was on his lot. He and Charles had been old friends in 
Syracuse, Kansas. The other doctor was the city physician. 


I recall one day while I was making my rounds as circulator for 
the Daily Capital, I found a young man in his tent very sick. His 
face was broken out with boils and the deep flush on his face indi- 
cated he had a high fever. He asked me to get him a fresh bucket 
of water and set it by his bed. I complied with his request and asked 
if there was anything more I could do for him. He said no that 
he had a partner who would look after him, but that he had gone 
downtown and forgot to bring fresh water. 


A few days after this episode while we were all at breakfast, 
the city physician said he had some information that, if it was gen- 
erally known, would create a panic in town. After swearing us to 
secrecy he said, ‘‘We found a case of small pox in a tent not far 
from here.’’ They had quarantined the patient out in the country 
and hired a negro who had previously had the disease, to take care 
of the patient. I asked the doctor to show me the tent. I was 
struck with amazement, for it was the same tent in which I found 
the sick man whose face was covered with boils. I never told the 
Joctor or the rest of the boys that I had brought him water to drink. 
[ thought there were some things you had better keep to yourself. 
The doctor might take it into his head to have me quarantined. 


Day by day more buildings were being erected on lots that had 
yeen occupied by tents. Order was growing out of chaos. I was 
retting my job as circulator of the Daily Capital down to some sort 
yf system, at the same time I was keeping my eye on the time my 
ling number might come up. The lines in front of the Land 
Jffice were gradually growing shorter. One day my number came 
ip and I found myself inside the Land Office. I presented my 
iling papers and was given a receipt, in which I made a bet with 
JInele Sam that if I would live on that 160 acres five years, he 
vould give me a deed. Uncle Sam bet I would not do it, he won. 


Charlie McGraw decided not to file on his claim, but sold his 
ight to H. R. Allen, a man from Topeka, Kansas. Charlie said 
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“There is going to be a good town started on Stillwater Creek, 
and it is being promoted by a bunch of Winfield people. I have 
a chance to go in with them.’’ Charlie joined up with the Winfield 
crowd and the town of Stillwater was started. He became one of 
Stillwater’s leading citizens, served as Clerk of the District Court, 
was active in the building of the town and was one of the main 
men that led to the placing of the A. & M. College at Stillwater. 


A short time after I filed on my claim, I took down with the 
measles,—the two doctors said it might not be measles. They said 
measles was a kid’s disease, that all kids had measles and that no 
one had them twice. Charlie said, ‘‘I know he has got the measles. 
I can tell by the smell.’’? The two doctors said it is just his face 
that is broken out, there is no eruption on his body. They all 
agreed that I had better take the train for home, and all I knew was 
that I was sick. 


Charlie called a cab, bundled me up, and I was driven to the 
train. The train was crowded. While I was walking down the 
aisle hunting a seat, I noticed an old lady im a seat by herself. 
She glanced up, gave me a sharp look and invited me to share her 
seat. I sat down and the old lady leaned over and asked me if I was 
not sick. I told her I was. ‘‘I think you have the measles,’’ she 
said. I told her what the two doctors had said. ‘“‘I don’t care 
what those doctors said, you have got the measles. And say you let 
me sit on the outside. Just lean back on the seat, pull your hat 
down over your face and let on as if you are asleep. Give me your 
ticket and I will give it to the conductor. I think there is some law 
about traveling with a contagious disease, and they might try to 
put you off.’’ 


I followed the old lady’s instructions. She gave the conductor 
my ticket, received the slip, and stuck it in my hat, while I feigned 
being asleep. JI was burning up with thirst, and that kindly old 
lady made trip after trip to the water cooler to get me a drink. When 
I left the train at Udall, Kansas I tried to thank the old lady for 
her kindly administration to an entire stranger. Her reply was, 
‘““Shucks, I just thought one of my own boys might be sick and 
away from home, and I would thank anyone to do what I have 
done. But say, I’ll bet you will scare the daylights out of your 
mother when she gets a look at that face of yours!’’ 


My friend, W. M. Seaman, a hardware man at Udall, drove 
me out to my father’s farm on the Walnut river, and when I 
walked in on my mother, the old lady’s prediction came true. I 
was put to bed and a doctor summoned. The doctor said that ex- 
posure had driven the measles in and that I was lucky to get home 
m time or the disease would have killed me. As it was, I was three 
months recovering from my illness. 
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_Under the homestead law, settlers were required to establish 
residence on their claims six months after filing. My six months’ 
period was drawing to a close, and I began making plans to return 
to Oklahoma. I joined up with Will Walker, a neighbor of father’s 
eo had a claim near Mulhall, and he agreed to help me build my 
cabin. 


After a five days journey, we camped on my claim. The next 
day we began cutting black-jack logs for the erection of my cabin. 
I had decided to build it stockade fashion, after the style of the 
frontier army barracks. The cracks between the logs were chinked 
with mortar. In this rude cabin, I established my first residence in 
Oklahoma. 


It had been my intention at first to hold my job on the Capital, 
and just pay occasional visits to my claim, hiring the land broken 
and doing the improving required by law just as they did in the 
early settlement of Western Kansas. I soon discovered that if you 
expected to hold down a claim in Oklahoma, you had to live on it, 
in fact, and make it your home. There were too many fellows 
watching a chance to contest. I decided to live on my claim in fact. 


Claim shacks, cabins, and dugouts were being built on every 
quarter. Once in a while you saw a pretentious two room residence. 
They were capitalists that had at least four horses, a couple of cows 
and a dozen chickens. They looked down on us poor folks who 
had just one team and lived in a one room cabin or dugout. 


Harvey Allen, the man who purchased the relinquishment of 
Charles McGraw, was my neighbor on the west. He was one of 
the few capitalists in our neighborhood. He had about 15 cows, 
5 head of horses, a small flock of chickens, and 2 pigs. He had a 
two-room house and a basement. He had been a plasterer in Kansas. 
He said he expected to get enough land around him to block up a 
little ranch, just as soon as these ‘‘woolies’’ around him starved out. 


Lilburn Graham, a young school teacher from Kentucky was 
my neighbor on the south. I helped him build his cabin. As we were 
both bachelors, we spent a great deal of our time together the first 
year on our claims. He would stay a few days with me, and then 
I would return the visit. The only thing we ever disagreed on was 
the subject of corn bread. He was fond of corn bread but said 
that light bread end biscuits were not fit for human consumption 
and I took the stand that anyone who was fond of corn bread had 
a depraved taste. 


I must not forget my neighbor on the southeast, John Kirk from 
Arkansas. John was certainly not a capitalist. His claim was all 
hills and black-jack, and I don’t suppose there was ten acres of 
farming land on the 160. He lived in a dugout with his wife and 
two half grown daughters John was long, lean, and stooped. He 
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had a droopy jaw and a long stringy mustach and watery eyes, 
and chewed tobacco constantly. He had a strong antipathy for 
work of any kind. John would come over and visit every day and 
spin tall tales of his prowess as a coon hunter back in Arkansas. 
I often wondered how he ever got up enough energy to come to 
Oklahoma. 


My neighbors on the west and northwest were Jim, Dave, and 
Frank Sharp. Each one had large families. Harve Reynolds, my 
neighbor on the north had a growing family. On the northeast 
was Mr. Norton, whose family consisted of a grown daughter, Daisy, 
and a son named Paul, a youth about fourteen. Paul was one of 
my best friends. He was a bright intelligent youth, he often spent 
the night with me. He said I made the best biscuits he ever ate, 
and I sure was flattered. Mr. Norton was an elderly gentleman, a 
widower and was in poor health. There were several neighborly 
young bachelors in the community but they were mostly located on 
Skeleton Creek. They were Hugh Williams, Bill Shultz, Will Wall, 
and Jerry Hatfield who could play the fiddle. There was also a 
lady homesteader, Miss Alice Dawson, ‘‘Oklahoma Alice,’’ who came 
in with the rush and filed on the Skeleton. 


She had been given a great deal of publicity by eastern news- 
paper reporters covering the rush of settlers to Oklahoma, and had 
given her the sobriquet of ‘‘Oklahoma Alice.’’ They pictured her 
on a horse, her hair flying in the breeze going at full speed in com- 
pany with other home seekers on horseback, in the mad rush for 
land. It was quite thrilling. The truth was she came in on the 
first train and was met by her uncle, Jim Patterson, a United States 
Marshal who drove her to her claim on the Skeleton. She was con- 
tested, and after a long drawn out trial, she won the case. She in- 
formed me afterward that the expense of lawyers and witness fees 
cost her more than the claim was worth. 


About the first improving I did was to dig a well. In this 
undertaking, I enlisted the services of my friend, John Kirk. He 
claimed to be an expert on digging and walling up wells and 
locating water. He claimed to be a water witch, using a forked 
willow switch which he grasped in his hands while he walked around, 
and when he struck a stream of water the switch would turn down. 
John located the well near my cabin just where I wanted it. My 
cabin was in a little valley on the bank of Wolf creek and it was a 
safe bet that you could have struck water anywhere around there. 
John did the digging. Lilburn Graham and I windlassed out the 
dirt. At twenty feet we struck a nice flow of soft water. We 
walled up the well with rock, built a wood curb over it, rigged up a 
pulley and rope with an oak bucket at each end, and my well was 
completed. John proved he was both a well expert and an expert 
on coon hunting. My next improvement was a stable to shelter my 
two horses. This was a log shed built in the side of a bank and 
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covered with hay. I now had just about the same improvements as 
most of my neighbors, excepting the capitalists I referred to, and 
even these aristocrats did not have anything but straw sheds to 
shelter their stock. 


I named my domicile, the ‘‘Woodrats’ Retreat.’? The woodrats 
would dig into my cabin and drag the stove-wood across the floor, 
and pile chips behind the stove, after I went to bed at night. It 
gave you a creepy feeling to be awakened by a stick of stove-wood 
being dragged across the floor or by a woodrat wrestling with a tin 
ean. I thought something of calling my place the ‘‘Hoot Owls’ 
Aerie,’’ owing to the fact that a hoot-owl and his mate used to carry 
on long drawn out conversations high up in a tall cottonwood near 
my cabin throughout the night. In writing letters back home or to 
my friends I always gave the ‘‘ Woodrats’ Retreat’’ as my address. 


About six miles southwest from my claim there was a fine tract 
of land lying in the form of a crescent on the edge of what was known 
as the ‘‘Big Timber.’’ Will Brown and Ben Ryland from Kansas 
made a run for this tract, and secured claims. They proceeded to 
build a two-story log structure and start a store. Soon a post office 
was established and given the name of Crescent City. Other busi- 
nesses soon followed and the log store grew into quite a little village. 
The claim-holders with families began to feel the need of a school 
for their children. There were no public funds to build school 
houses and hire teachers. After talking the matter over, we decided 
to build a schoolhouse ourselves by donating cash and labor. Those 
who had the timber contributed saw logs, and these logs were 
hauled to a saw mill that had been recently established not far from 
the proposed site of the school house. 


The logs were converted into lumber, hauled to the site, and with 
everyone assisting, we soon had our schoolhouse completed. The 
furniture was homemade and constructed out of native lumber. The 
next thing on the program was to get a teacher. The position was 
offered to Lilburn Graham, but he declined saying he came out to 
Oklahoma to get away from teaching and he was not going to begin 
again. 

We finally secured the services of an older school teacher who 
had drifted in to the community, who agreed to teach our school for 
twenty dollars per month, providing the patrons would board him. 
The question arose how to raise that twenty per month. We had 
built our school house with very little cash outlay, but this teacher 
had to be paid in cash. A petition was circulated among the patrons 
and the required amount was subscribed to carry on a school for 
four months. As poor and hard up as our community was, we always 
managed to meet the assessment each month to pay the teacher. 
There was one exception however, the leading capitalist in our 
community had headed the lst with ten dollars, but when it came 
to pay, he tried to kick out of his agreement. He finally paid up. 
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Our school house became a sort of civic center. a Sunday 
school was organized, and once in a while we had preaching services. 
These services were conducted by Brother Sharp, father of the Sharp 
brothers with whom he made his home. The old gentieman was 
illiterate but he claimed to be an ordained minister. What he lacked 
in literacy, he made up in fervid oratory and dramatic gestures. He 
preached a literal hell-fire and brimstone doctrine and one of his 
favorite expressions was, ‘‘ Worship in spirit and truth, and avoid 
that burnin’ lake of brimstone where all you sinners is goin’ to 
burn forever and forever.’’ 


There were many social activities going on among those early 
settlers in 1889. Literary at the school house where once a week 
we met and debated on such profound questions, as ‘‘Which is the 
most destructive, Fire or Water?’’ or ‘‘Did the Hen come before 
the Egg?’’ followed by a program of songs, readings and recitations. 
When school was going on, we would have a ‘‘spelling bee’’ once 
in a while. Then there were the card parties where High Five was 
the popular game. The bachelors had card parties, too. No one 
was invited but men, and IJ can assure you they did not play High- 
Five. Poker was the game. The stakes were not high, twenty-five 
cents being just about the limit. We had just as much fun as if the 
stakes were larger. 


Once in a while someone would give a dance, usually when he 
added another room to his claim shack. There was one dance I 
remember quite distinctly. Will Wall abandoned his dugout and 
built a sod house. He made it large enough so he could have two 
good rooms. The reason for the extra improvements, he was ex- 
pecting his young sister, a lady about fourteen or fifteen years of 
age to come and make her home with him. The other bachelors up 
and down the Skeleton prevailed on Will to give a dance before he 
put the partition in his house. 


That dance was long remembered as the most important event 
that ever occurred in our community. There was a large crowd 
present. It is needless to say that all the young bachelors were present | 
with their lady friends, that is if they were fortunate enough to have 
a lady friend. Young ladies were a premium back in ’89. I 
remember that ‘‘Oklahoma Alice’? accompanied me to the dance, 
and that we came horseback. Hot coffee and sandwiches were 
served. Jerry Hatfield with his violin, and another young man 
with a mandolin furnished the music. Will Walls’ young sister 
was the belle of the ball. She had the time of her life. She danced 
every set. It was morning before the dance broke up. 


Right here, I am going to digress from my tales of the 89 ’ers| 
and take you to Arnett, Ellis County, Oklahoma in 1911 or 1912, 
for the purpose of showing how trails will sometimes cross. All of | 
the early residents of Arnett will remember Mr. and Mrs. EK. J,, 


' 
j 
} 
: 
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Merry. E. L. was a deputy sheriff under Sheriff Rader, a real 
estate agent, and always had some promotion scheme under way. 
Mrs. Merry was a leader in all the town’s social activities and had 
the air of a very cultured lady. She was always groomed in the 
height of fashion and she left the impression that she had been 
reared in cities, and had not the least idea of life in the country. 
We were living in Arnett at this time and Mrs. Merry was calling 
on Mrs. Richards. In our conversation, I mentioned that I was an 
89’er. To my amazement Mrs. Merry said, ‘‘You have nothing on 
me. I, too, am an 89’er.’’ I asked her where she was located. She 
said that she was just a girl of fifteen at the time, that she made her 
home with her brother, Will Wall, who was located on Skeleton 
Creek, northwest of Guthrie. She said they lived in a god house. 
‘“Yes,’’ I said, ‘‘and do you remember the dance that was given 
when the house was completed ?’’ 


“‘T should say I do,’’ she exclaimed. ‘‘I never had so much 
fun in my life. But don’t tell me you were there!’’ 


“Yes and we danced together,’’ I replied. Then the dignified 
Mrs. Merry, figuratively speaking, ‘‘let her hair down’’ and we be- 
gan to recall the people we knew and we lived again those long 
departed days of ’89. Back in the ‘‘ Woodrats’ Retreat’’ on Wolf 
Creek and the sod house on the Skeleton, we live again the glamorous 
carefree days of long ago. 


The following spring after the Opening was a busy time for the 
settlers. Sod was broken, gardens planted, orchards started, and 
every effort was made to convert the barren prairie into self sus- 
taining homes. I broke about forty acres on my claim and planted 
about one-half of it in corn. Owing to dry weather, sod corn was 
almost a complete failure. The first year after the Opening was 
a hard year on the settlers. A few, growing tired of the struggle, 
sold out and quit the country. Lilburn Graham was one of these. 
He sold out to a German by the name of Wolf and returned to 
Kentucky. I sure hated to see him leave. 


It was about this time the first death occurred in our com- 
munity. Mr. Norton, after a lingering illness, passed away. He 
was well liked and his passing was a shock to all who knew him. He 
was laid to rest on his homestead by neighbors and friends. I re- 
eall the brief ceremonies, and the reading of the 23rd Psalm, a few 
appropriate songs, a prayer, and the benediction, just as he would 
have had it. 


The following year was a more prosperous year for the home- 
steader. There was sufficient rainfall to insure good crops. Corn 
was good and those who sowed wheat had a good harvest. I had 
out about 40 acres of corn, which shucked out about 1,200 bushels. 
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By this time I was getting tired of the life of a homesteader, 
living alone, and doing my own cooking. The glamour of the run 
was gone, and life had settled down to a dull monotony. I made 
up my mind to sell out to the first fellow that offered me my price. 
One of my neighbors had a friend, a Mr. Hukle from Missouri, 
looking for land. Mr. Hukle looked my claim over and offered me 
$1,150. I accepted his offer, disposed of my personal belongings, 
and after bidding all my friends and neighbors goodbye, I bid 
farewell to Oklahoma, as I thought at that time forever. 


In conclusion, I will say that I have avoided in this article, the 
discussion of all political matters, and public questions that agitated 
the minds of our first settlers. For instance, the appointment by 
the President of our first territorial governor, the meeting of our 
first legislature, our delegate to Congress, the influx of the Negro 
from the South. These questions have been written up in thousands 
of newspaper columns by able reporters, all of which you doubtless 
have read many times. 


What I have tried to do is tell you of the first settlers, the 
men who staked the claims, the homesteader in his humble cabin, 
his poverty, and fight with the elements, exemplified in my own 
experience as a homesteader in ’89,—the experience of thousands 
of young men like myself, which made possible the great State of 
Oklahoma. 
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CAUSES OF THE DULL KNIFE RAID 
1878 


By James Warren Covington* 


The successful flight by a band of Northern Cheyennes from 
Indian Territory to Montana Territory was one of the few Indian 
triumphs against Federal bureaucracy. Historian and novelist have 
related the saga of the Cheyennes’ victory over red tape Gordian 
knots, and capable blue-clad soldiers. This study is not so much 
concerned with the account of their flight across several states during 
which they fought several engagements against frightful odds, but 
in the reasons why these Indians left Oklahoma. 


The Cheyenne Indians are an important tribe of the Algonquian 
family. Their name is a corruption of the Sioux Shahiyena, ‘‘people 
of alien speech.’’ They originally lived in Minnesota but were forced 
westward by the Sioux and became buffalo hunters. They allied with 
the Arapaho, and the two tribes lived harmoniously together for 
many years.! 


The separation of the tribe into the Northern and Southern 
divisions began in 1830 and was hastened by the building of Bent’s 
Fort in Colorado two years later. Constant communication was ear- 
ried on between the two divisions, and they regarded themselves as 
two different camps of the same tribe. One part of the tribe, 
therefore, lived in Montana and the other in Colorado and Oklahoma. 


One war-party of the Northern Cheyennes led by Dull Knife 
planned and executed the Fetterman ‘‘Massacre’’ in Wyoming. 
This took place near Fort Phil Kearny during December, 1866. 
Captain William Fetterman, with eighty men, was led into a trap 
and all were killed. Little Wolf, a brave Cheyenne chief, was one 
of the ten men who acted as the decoys.” 


In 1876, the Northern Cheyennes, including Dull Knife’s band, 
joined the Sioux and Sitting Bull in the Sioux War of 1876 and 1877 
during which they took part in the Battle of the Little Big Horn 
against Custer. The Cheyennes fought Custer’s men while the 
Sioux drove Reno away, and then both tribes joined forces and 
destroyed Custer and his entire command. 


General Ronald McKenzie, in a November surprise eee 
weakened the Cheyenne martial spirit by destroying 173 lodges and 


* James Warren Covington was born in Fulton, Missouri, educated in the public 
schools of St. Louis, received B.S. in 1941 and M.A. 1943 from St. Louis University, 
St. Louis, Missouri. Is at present a graduate student in the University of Oklahoma 
working toward a Ph.D. Degree. His special interest is Indian History.—Ed. 

1 Frederick W. Hodge, ed., Handbook of American Indians (Washington, 1907), 
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2George Bird Grinnell, The Fighting Cheyennes (New York, 1915), 229. 
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capturing 500 horses after a bitter fight. This blow forced them to 
spend the winter in Crazy Horse’s village with the Sioux. When 
spring came, the Cheyennes surrendered to McKenzie at Fort Robin- 
son, in Nebraska in April, 1877 because Crazy Horse had not given 
the homeless and naked people a cordial welcome. Crazy Horse 
desperately needed clothes and ammunition in his struggle with the 
whites and thus, could not give aid to his needy allies.* 


In the treaty of 1868, signed with the United States, the 
Northern Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians were given the choice of 
three places for a home. The treaty provided :* 


That within one year from this date, they will attach themselves 
permanently either to the agency provided for near the mouth of 
Medicine Lodge Creek, or to the agency about to be established on the 
Missouri River near Fort Randolf, or to the Crow agency near Otter 
Creek, on the Yellowstone River..... It is hereby expressly understood 
that one portion of said Indians may attach themselves to one of the 
aforementioned reservations, and another portion to another of said 
reservations, as each part or portion of said Indians may elect. 


General Sherman overlooked the Cheyennes and Arapahoes 
when the treaty stipulations were to be fulfilled by not designating 
any reservation for their home or even mentioning them to the 
agents.> The Interior Department finally located the missing Indians 
in 1873 and invited them to join the Southern Cheyennes and Arapa-: 
hoes but they declined the invitation. In 1874, 1875 and 1876 
Congress, acting like a spurned suitor, prohibited the delivery of 
annuities and supplies to them until they went south. 


The Sioux Commission in 1876 negotiated with the Indians 
for a cession of the Black Hills. Since many Cheyennes and Arapa- 
hoes had intermarried with the Sioux, they did not want to go to 
the Indian Territory or live on the Crow Reservation but wished 
to be incorporated into the Sioux Nation. Finally, it was agreed 
that a delegation of Indians should visit the Indian Territory and 
see if a suitable location could be found. Two delegations were well 
pleased by what they saw in Oklahoma but Congress eliminated the 
article permitting the Cheyennes to go south when it ratified the’ 
agreements made by the Sioux Commission.® : 


After Dull Knife’s band had been defeated, Generals McKenzie 
and Crook held a council with them. Crook told them that the 
might have one of three choices: go south, go to the agency at For 
Washaki, or stay at Fort Robinson for a year. If they choose the 
latter, the government officials would determine where the Indians 


Olver Otis Howard, My Life and Experiences A g Our Hostil jans 
sti cisas coe f Pp ces Among Our Hostile Indians 
“i ee J. Kappler, ed., Indian Affairs, Laws and Treaties (Washington, tee | 


5 George W. Man , Our Indi His i Goays . 
6 Ibid, 325, ypenny, Our Indian Wards (Cincinnati, 1880), 323. | 
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were to go at the end of the year’s time. The Cheyennes wished to 
stay at Fort Robinson and selected Standing Elk to speak for them. 
Much to their horror, he stated that all were willing to go south. 
They were very confused; no one objected and thus, the Indians 
accepted the removal.’ 


In spite of the dispute concerning the disposition of the Cheyenne 
Indians, several bands had been sent to the Southern Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Agency in Indian Territory and by July, 1876, one hundred 
and ninety-eight had arrived there. General Sheridan telegraphed 
General Sherman that the Northern Cheyennes desired to go to the 
Indian Territory.2 The Indian Office received the request on May 
17, 1877 and, the next day, advised the adjutant-general that the 
request was approved. The Northern Arapahoes, however, were 
sent to the Wind River Reserve in Wyoming. 


The exact date of the departure is not available but on May 29, 
Lieutenant H. W. Lawton, (later General) telegraphed that he was 
enroute to the Indian Territory with nine hundred and seventy-two 
Northern Cheyennes.? An escort of troops accompanied the Indians 
during the first day and then left them. Lawton, in charge of the 
group, had five soldiers as guards, some packers, and a civilian inter- 
preter, and some wagons and a pack-train. A writer who met them 
on the way said that they traveled ‘‘quietly and mournfully, for 
events had forced them to this choice, and they had left their home 
with the choice of the emigrant. The bucks were mostly mounted. 
Many of the squaws, however, carried their papooses on their backs, 
and led ponies that hauled the travois.’"° They arrived at Fort 
Reno on August 5, 1877 and, two days later, were presented to 
Agent John D. Miles of the Cheyenne-Arapaho Agency located at 
Darlington, Indian Territory. Nine hundred and thirty-seven In- 
dians, including two hundred and thirty-five men, three hundred 
and twelve women, three hundred and eighty-six children, three 
Arapaho men and one Arapaho woman, arrived at Darlington, but, 
enroute from Nebraska, thirty-five Indians had disappeared. 


The Southern Arapahoes and Cheyennes said that they received © 
their northern relatives with warm greetings and invited them to a 
feast, saying ‘‘we are glad you have come to make this your country, 
to live with us as one people.’ Chief Wild Hog of the Northern 
Cheyennes asserted that they were called Sioux (due to the large 


7 Grinnell, op. cit., 385. 

8 Grinnell reported that the Cheyennes had traveled for seventy days. Since 
they arrived at Fort Reno on August 5, seventy days before that date would be 
approximately May 26, 1877. 

9We used Grinnell’s version here, but many Indians stated that they had no 
choice but to come to the Indian Territory. Others said that they were lured by 
enticing offers of money, food and clothing. 

10 Manypenny, op. cit., 335. 

11 Senate Report No. 708, Forty-sixth Congress, Second Session (Washington, 
1880), 35. 
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amount of intermarriage with the Sioux) by the Southern Cheyennes 
and no attempt at friendship was made. Agent Miles said, ‘“‘Some 
of them became acquainted and seemed to feel at home here almost 
right away; others more gradually, until about 600 of them became 
affiliated and thoroughly identified with the Southern Indians.’’!? 
The bands of Dull Knife, Wild Hog, and Little Wolf did not stay 
near the others but camped by themselves four or five miles from the 
Agency. 


The manner of issuing rations was the first cause of trouble be- 
tween Miles and the Indians. Miles had issued rations to the heads 
of families but the ‘‘Dog Soldiers,’’ a Cheyenne military and police 
society that regulated tribal assemblies and hunts, wished to do the 
job. Miles found that these men took an unequal share of the beef, 
so he allowed only his employees to handle the ration distribution.!% 


Both Cheyennes and Arapahoes complained about the food and 
McKenzie at Fort Sill ordered Colonel J. K. Mizner of Fort Reno to 
make an investigation.‘ Lieutenant Lawton investigated and found 
that the rations were entirely insufficient and of poor quality 
though it was not the fault of the agent. Sugar was of an inferior 
quality, dark and wet but had been received in this condition. The 
weight of the flour was merely estimated. Such calculations resulted 
in hardships for some people. The beef was very poor in quality and 
Lawton did not think that people would pay money for it. The 
manner in which the meat was distributed was also a cause of com- 
plaint. It was not weighed but given one animal to a band of less 
than forty-six members and two for a group of forty-six or more. 
Thus a band of twenty often would receive a large beef while a band 
of forty-five would receive a very small cow. In consequence, the 
shares of persons would be unequal.!® 


Lawton checked the ration tickets with the amounts actually 
received and found, for example :1¢ 


“Plenty Bear’s ticket: 5 people, 7 days, 35 rations. Sugar and 
coffee, 3 pounds; deficient 1 8% pounds. Flour, 16 pounds; deficient 
1-% pounds. 


“Goes in the Willow’s ticket: 2 people, 7 days, 14 rations. Sugar 
and coffee, 1 pound; deficient 3% pound. Flour, 5 pounds; deficient 
2 pounds. 


“Walking Woman’ : 4 people, 7 days, 28 rations. Sugar and coffee, 
2 onan deficient 1144 pounds. Flour, 8% pounds; deficient 5% 
pounds.” 


Wild Hog, as spokesman for the entire group, related his 
troubles to Lawton. He told about the black flour that would not 


12 [bid., 55, 
13 [bid., 58. 
14 [bid., 268. 
15 [bid., 269. 
16 Jbid., 271. 
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ise; of no issue of corn, hard bread, hominy, rice beans, or salt and 
f very infrequent issues of soap and yeast powder. ‘The sugar, 
offee, and beef issued for a period of seven days were all consumed 
n three. Lawton concluded his report by stating that the quantity 
£ food issued was about two-thirds of what had been stipulated in 
he treaty.17 


Agent Miles testified that in 1877-78 the supply of rations was 
hree-quarters of the full amount guaranteed by the treaty.18 This 
leficiency was common and the Indians, as usual, had to go on a 
uffalo hunt to make up the deficiency. They left on the hunt 
bout November 15, 1877 but found no game and even had to eat 
heir horses in order to stay alive. The food supply for the fiscal 
ear of June 30, 1878 to June 30, 1879 was more adequate, but below 
reaty stipulations, and issues were irregular.19 Miles believed that 
he beef was adequate, but other supplies did not meet the quota.”° 

William Leeds, chief clerk in the Indian Bureau and Acting 
Jommissioner of Indian Affairs during the absence of the Com- 
nissioner, saw how figures concerning beef could lie :?! 


I made up that statement in the Commissioner’s report, so many 
pounds of beef, and put the pounds down net beef—not merchantable 
beef; that showed a deficit that the Indians had not received the 
amount promised them in the treaty. It was discovered that by calling 
it gross beef and doubling the figures, the doubling increased one 
side a great many more pounds than the other side .. . the excess 
of beef charged over against the other rations at three pounds instead 
of one and a half pounds, and that excess, instead of being food, half 
of it consisted of hides, horns, and refuse, so that there really is a 
deficit instead of a surplus as appears by the Commissioner’s state- 
ment. 


Colonel Mizner, commander at Fort Reno, did not think the 
ndians were receiving full rations. He found the amount of beef 
urnished was 3,000,000 pounds and required was 4,320,870 pounds; 
deficiency of 1,320,000 pounds. 720,145 pounds of flour were 
eeded and 200,000 pounds were furnished ; 576,111 pounds of coffee 
rere needed and 260,000 pounds were provided; 115,222 pounds of 
ugar needed and 44,019 pounds furnished; 143,929 pounds of beans 
eeded and 45,657 furnished; and finally, 14,393 pounds of salt 
equired and 8,849 pounds furnished. He sent in the report describ- 
ag the deficiency, but nothing was done to correct the evil.” 


One doctor attempted to care for the needs of five thousand 
eople and his supplies were inadequate. It was very common for 
orthern Indian tribes to become ill when they first settled in the 


17 Thid., 276. 

18 [bid., XVI. 

19 [bid., XIV. 

20 [bid., 76. 

21 Ibid., 176. See how this was done in the Report of the Commissioner of 
wdian Affairs, 1878, page XXII. 

22 Tbid., 115. 
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Indian Territory. Many Poneas and Pawnees died during the firs 
year of their stay; the Northern Cheyennes were no exception. Th 
Agency exhausted the supply of medicine when hundreds became il 
from malaria. The Indian Bureau at Washington was bound b; 
regulations and could not send supplies in answer to this appeal b; 
Miles :78 
The sanitary report herewith transmitted shows over one hundre 
cases of sickness successfully treated; but the number treated show 
only a portion of those applying for treatment. Fully as many if no 
more cases have been turned away, by reason of the supply of prope 
remedies being completely exhausted, so that the agency dispensar 
presents only a beggarly array of empty shelves and the good resultin 
from the successful practice is more than overcome by reiterated refu 
sals to render medical aid. 


Many people were dying for lack of medical supplies and Mile 
appealed again and again to Washington for aid. Since it containe 
no medicine to supply the sick, the dispensary closed its doors.?4 One 
half of the Indians suffered from malaria but the total number o 
deaths was not known though forty-one Indians died during th 
winter of 1877-78.28 An Arapaho chief, Powder-Face, testified tha 
the children of his tribe had been well when they were farther wes! 
but now they always seemed to be sick. Ample medical supple 
arrived in January, 1879, three months after the Cheyennes ha: 
decided to seek death by the bullet instead of the malaria gern 
They did not know how to face the germ for it was new to the 
but the whine of the bullet was an old story. 


It was apparent that the obligations of the Treaty of 1868 h 
not been fulfilled. Each male person was promised a suit of go 
substantial clothing but never saw it. Hach woman was to receive | 
flannel skirt, a pair of woolen hose, twelve yards of calico, and twelv 
yards of cotton domestic. They did not receive these articles bu 
did obtain their equivalent. The sum of five hundred dollars wa 
to be given in presents to those who excelled in agriculture but Mil 
did not think that anyone deserved a prize.2° Hach ‘‘roamin 
Indian was promised ten dollars and each Indian engaged in ag 
culture was to receive twenty dollars. These sums of money wej 
not given to the Indians either in whole or in part. Each Indid 
was promised a good cow and a well-broken pair of American ox¢ 
when he commenced farming, but this was another broken promis 


A few tried to farm but were discouraged due to lack of prop 
equipment. 


During the summer of 1878, Miles withheld coffee and sug? 
from the Northern Cheyennes under the authority of the Interi 
Department (circulars of March 1, 1878 and April 15, 1878) 


23 Ibid., Monthly Report, July 1, 1878, 295. 
24 Ibid., 296. 

25 Grinnell, op. cit., 385. 

26 Senate Report No. 708, 18. 
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cording to Miles the Northern Cheyennes would not work or try 
to do anything that could be construed as labor. He did not think 
too highly of the regulation for it made the Indians discontented. 
When events came to a climax and revolt brewed, Miles abandoned 
the regulation.?7 


Whirlwind, a Southern Cheyenne leader, presented his many 
complaints to the agent. Some Indians wanted to farm and only a 
small portion received plows and farming implements for the agent 
explained to Whirlwind that the supply had been exhausted. He 
wanted to make a shirt so he asked for an issue of calico and was 
given a piece the size of a handkerchief. Whirlwind wanted am- 
munition to kill antelope and fill the three meatless days of the 
week but the Government would not allow him to buy any ammuni- 
tion; thus, his rations were always short.28 


The entire Cheyenne-Arapaho Agency at Darlington, I. T., had 
one instructor in farming. He did his best but the Indians showed 
little interest in agriculture. Many regarded farming as a woman’s 
job. The Northern Cheyennes had been shooting at Custer in June, 
1876, and the Indian Bureau expected them to be expert farmers 
by June, 1878. 


Tents were a good place where one could brood—Achilles prob- 
ably was the first famous person to brood in a tent. The Northern 
Cheyennes, like Achilles, had much to worry about in their tepees. 
Many of them had told the Southern Cheyennes that they had come 
to Oklahoma only as a trial and if they did not like the place, 
they were going back to Montana. Dull Knife, Little Wolf and 
Wild Hog saw the many troubles that engulfed them. Their neigh- 
bors were not friendly and the amount of food was so small that 
slow starvation ensued. The United States Government had not 
kept its treaty obligations. People were dying from strange diseases 
which their medicine man could not cure and the agency doctor was 
not able to cure for lack of medicine. They had been well and 
happy in Montana; only death and despair gripped the Indian 
Territory. It was better to die on the way home than in this place; 
the Northern Cheyennes began to plan for the journey to that place 
where they had known only happiness—where people were well fed 
and died only of old age. 


All did not want to take the long journey. Standing Hlk and 
many others liked their neighbors and preferred the Indian Ter- 
ritory to an uncertain home in Montana. ‘These people mingled 
with the Southern Cheyennes and used farm implements when 
they could be obtained. 

Many horses had been taken from the northern Indians when 
they had arrived at Darlington and sold for the purchase of breeding 
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cattle. Now, Southern Cheyennes and Arapahoes began to lose 
their horses. They knew Indians were stealing them for only the 
best ones were taken and white men stole in wholesale lots. Mules, 
investigating the matter, asked Dull Knife about the horses—he 
knew nothing.2® The Indians needed more guns besides the ones 
obtained from Custer. They could not get any from the whites but 
did buy some from the Pawnees. The agency doctor gave them a 
small portion of medicine when the Indians told him that they were 
moving and needed the medicine since the doctor could not visit 
them so far from camp. 


On September 5, 1878, the Southern Cheyennes located their 
stolen horses on the Cimarron and so informed the agent. They also 
told Miles that three Northern Cheyennes had already started north 
and the young men of Dull Knife’s band were guarding the stolen 
horses.2° Colonel Mizner was informed of the movement, and he 
sent Captain Rendlebrock with two companies of cavalry to camp 
within four miles of Dull Knife’s village. 


Miles asked the Indians to come in and be counted September 7, 
but they decided to wait for twenty-five men who had gone on a 
hunting trip. Little Wolf, Wild Hog, and Old Crow visited Miles 
and Colonel Mizner on September 9, and Miles threatened the Indians 
if they did not return to the Agency. He wanted ten men as hostages 
for the three who departed and if no hostages were surrendered, the 
Indians would not receive any rations! Little Wolf refused to 
give up the men. According to Little Wolf, he told Miles and Mizner | 
that he was going back to Montana and if they wanted to fight, | 
they should let him go some distance from the Agency for he did 
not want to have blood spilt around Darlington.*” | 


The three leaders went back to the Cheyenne camp and prepared | 
for a quick departure. ‘Little Wolf took the lead for he was recog- 
nized as the leader in war and Dull Knife’s reputation had been won 
in time of peace. They decided to depart at night and to leave 
their tepees standing in order to mislead the nearby soldiers. The 
three hundred and fifty-three Northern Cheyenne Indians, including 
ninety-two men, one hundred and twenty women, sixty-nine boys 
and seventy-two girls left their encampment at ten p. m. September 
9, 1878 and headed north. Some Indians, led by American Horse, 
did not want to leave the reservation and stayed in their tepees. 
The chief of the Indian police and American Horse woke Miles at 
three a. m. and told him the news. Colonel Mizner was informed | 
of the Indians’ departure and troops were sent after the fugitives. 


29 Ibid., 63. 
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Like the mighty Mississippi flowing to the sea, the power of the 
United States Government was irresistible in its policy of Indian re- 
moval. Thousands of Indians had been moved to the Indian Terri- 
tory. They had come over ‘‘trails of tears.’?’ Many had suffered 
from cruel treatment at the hands of government and private 
agencies. The Cheyennes were a tribe that had suffered and re- 
ee to suffer any longer—the Northern Cheyennes were going 

ome. 


Many traps were set for the fugitives by the Army, but Little 
Wolf battled his way through Oklahoma, Kansas and into Nebraska. 
The group divided into two bands in Nebraska and Little Wolf led 
his section into Montana where he surrendered to Lieutenant W. P. 
Clark, a trusted friend. They were allowed to stay in Montana and 
served as scouts in later Indian campaigns. 


Dull Knife’s band was captured and taken to Fort Robinson. 
The soldiers tried to persuade the Indians to return to the Indian 
Territory but Dull Knife refused, saying, ‘‘No, I am here on my 
own ground, and I will never go back. You may kill me here; but 
you cannot make me go back.’’8 

The baffled military men found that the Cheyennes would not 
return. Finally, their rations were stopped and for five days the 
Indians starved. After singing their death songs the Cheyennes 
broke out of their barracks on the fifth night and escaped. For five 
days the troops searched for them and on the sixth day the surviving 
Cheyennes were located in an old buffalo wallow. They refused to 
surrender and all were killed; the last three were shot when, armed 
with wornout knives, they charged the well equipped soldiers. Dull 
Knife and a few not killed or captured joined Little Wolf and were 
not bothered by the authorities. 


The Commissioner of Indian Affairs, E. A. Hayt, did not think 
the Indians had left the reservation for any just reason. The Com- 
missioner’s contention was :°4 


It should also be considered that the government ration con- 
sisting of 3 pounds of beef (gross), % pound of flour, 144 pound of corn, 
and for every 100 rations 4 pounds of coffee, 8 pounds of sugar, and 
8 pounds of beans, for every man, woman and child, is more than 
sufficient for the ample sustenance of any community in the United 
States. 


A Senate committee of the 46th Congress of the United States 
investigated the causes of the Dull Knife raid and much of their 
findings have been used in this paper. The members concluded, 
among other points, that: the instruction in farming given to the 
Indians was of no value; Miles had been compelled to conform to 
the will and pleasure of the head of the Indian Bureau, and to gloss 


83 [bid., 403. 
34 Senate Report No. 708, 289. 
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over his mistakes or delinquencies with a show of approbation; and 
finally, ‘‘we are not living up to our obligations with the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Indians, and we should give them clearly to know by 
our future dealings with them that we will do them full and liberal 
justice. ’’2> 


Miles reported that some of the Northern Cheyennes were heard 
to say when they rode north, ‘‘We are sickly and dying here, and 
no one will speak our names when we are gone. We will go north at 
all hazards, and if we die in battle our names will be remembered 
and cherished by all our people.’’*¢ 
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THE INDIAN TERRITORY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
By Fred 8. Clinton, M.D., F.A.C.S. 


_The object of this sketch is to furnish the Oklahoma Historical 
Society an outline of the history of the first medical society organized 
in the Indian Territory. And this will place in the record of Okla- 
homa a number of important facts, not now available, which may be 
pee to the profession or desirable to know as part of the medical 
culture. 


Many copies of minutes and other valuable papers of the Indian 
Territory Medical Association have been misplaced, lost, or not 
returned to the Oklahoma State Medical Association. I have waited 
twenty years for their discovery. 


On April 4, 1927, J. Y. Bryce, Secretary, Oklahoma Historical 
Society, authorized me to write the history of the Indian Territory 
Medical Association. After several conferences and the exchange 
of letters with many leading older members I wrote the article. It 
was not satisfactory to me and I did not submit it for publication. 
I was granted leave and now believe it in the best interests of all 
concerned to complete this assignment while some facts are fresh in 
my mind and memory. 


1Letter from J. Y. Bryce, Secretary of the Oklahoma Historical Society: 


Charles F. Colcord, President Mrs. Jessie R. Moore, Treasurer 
Thos. H. Doyle, Vice-President Jasper Sipes, President Emeritus 
Phil D. Brewer, Vice-President Joseph B. Thoburn, Research Director 


J. H. Bryce, Secretary 


OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
(Trustee of the State) 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
April 4, 1927 
Dr. Fred S. Clinton, 
Tulsa, Okla. 
Dear Doctor Clinton: 


Yours of the 28th ultimo received. I note what you say with reference to 
Indian Territory Medical Association and Indian Territory Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion, and that you cannot undertake writing these articles for the immediate fu- 
ture, but that you will undertake to get the material together for future use. This 
will be entirely satisfactory and we will count on you to so furnish it. 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) J. Y. BRYCE 
Secretary 


A letter to the writer from Dr. E. N. Wright, Olney, dated November 5, 1930, 
gave some notes on the history of the organization of the Indian Territory Medical 
Association and further stated in part: “Inasmuch as you are an old-time friend 
and, also, a former citizen of this country, it is gratifying to learn that you are 
taking a hand in the compilation of the history of Indian Territory Medical Asso- 
ciation in such detail.” 
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Many pioneer physicians and surgeons in the Indian Territory 


were well qualified, professionally, and endowed with good nature, 


courage, intelligence, industry and humanity. Without benefit of 
roads, bridges, automobiles, or comfortable means of transportation, 
hospitals, electric or gas lights, laboratories, trained nurses, and at 
times with no shelter for their patients, they carried on, rendering 


a fine, constructive service by providing or securing aid or relief. — 


These conscientious and understanding physicians came to this 


new world determined to develop it and perform their part as God-— 


fearing, home-loving, patriotic citizens. Garrison has well said,’ 


‘‘The history of Medicine is, in fact, the history of humanity itself, © 


with its ups and downs, its brave aspirations after truth and finality, 
its pathetic failures. The subject may be treated variously as a 
pageant, an array of books, a procession of characters, a succession 
of theories, an exposition of human ineptitudes, or as the very bone 
and marrow of cultural history.’? As Matthew Arnold said of the 
Acta Sanctorum, ‘‘All human life is there.’’ 


This is the first effort, so far as I know, of any attempt to pre- 


ee 


sent any record under the title, ‘‘The History of the Indian Territory — 


Medical Association.’? This pioneer organization was the fore- 
runner and foundation for all the regular medical associations in 
Oklahoma. 


There are four important epochs in the history of the Indian 
Territory Medical Association: the initial organization,? the first re- 
organization,* the re-organization in conformity with the require- 
ments of the American Medical Association,®> and the merging with 
the Oklahoma State Medical Association.® 


From many reliable sources I have verified the accuracy of 
the first reported formal meeting of the Indian Territory Medical 
Association, organization, adoption of constitution and by-laws, elec- 


2 Introduction to the History of Medicine by Yielding H. Garrison (Philadelphia 
and London: W. B. Saunders Company, 1914), p. 10. 


3 See Minutes of convention at Muskogee, I. T., April 18, 1881, following in | 


text of this article. 

4See excerpt from letter of Dr. J. L. Blakemore, Muskogee, Oklahoma, dated 
July 5, 1945, following in text of this article. 

5 Covered in the body of this article. 

6In a meeting of the Oklahoma Territorial Medical Society at Oklahoma City 
on May 14-15, 1902, a new Constitution and By-Laws were adopted in which the 
name of the organization was designated “The Oklahoma Medical Society” (Ola- 
homa Medical News Journal, Vol. 10, No. 6 [June, 1902], p. 143). In a meeting 
of the Oklahoma Medical Society held at Oklahoma City on May 11, 1904, the So- 
ciety was reorganized in accordance with the rules of the American Medical, Asso- 
ciation and a new Constitution and By-Laws were adopted, changing the name to 
the “Oklahoma State Medical Association.” (Ibid. Vol. XII, No. 6 [June, 1904] 
p. 147, and No. 10 [October, 1904], p. 256). These changes in the name of the 
Medical Society were interesting in that the organization was the first professional 
organization in Oklahoma to use the term “State” in its title, and that three years 
before statehood.—Ed. 
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tion of officers and adjournment.’ Minutes of the first meeting 
were as follows:® 


& MINUTES 


Muskogee, I.T., April 18, 1881 

At 2 P.M. a number of Medical gentlemen met pursuant to a previously 
circulated call for a mass convention for purpose of medical organization. 
The Convention was called to order by Dr. B. F, Fortner, who mentioned 
Dr. G. W. Cummings to the Chairmanship of the Convention, which was 
unanimously confirmed. The organization was completed by the election 
oi Dr. Cutler, Vice-President, and Dr. Fortner and C. Harris as Secre- 
taries. The chair proceeded to state the objects of the meeting by reading 
the original call and address appended. The chair proceeded to appoint a 
committee on Constitution and By-Laws consisting of B. F. Fortner, 
Felix McNair. 


Several communications from gentlemen professionally detained at 
home, were read, prominently among which was one from Dr. L. M. 
Cravens of the Cherokee Nation for which the convention returned a vote 
of thanks. 

Muskogee, I.T., April 19, 1881 


Society convened pursuant to adjournment and were addressed by 
Dr. B. F. Fortner, President-Elect, reading result of Election: President 
B. F. Fortner, Claremore; First Vice-President, G. W. Cummings, Muscogee; 
Second Vice-President, Felix McNair, Locust Grove; Secretary, M. F. 
Williams, Muscogee; Treasurer, R. B. Howard, Fort Gibson; Librarian, 
E .P. Harris; Board of Censors, C. Harris, E. P. Harris, K. R. Cutler, W. T. 
Adair, W. H. Bailey. 


There were nominated as members, Drs. S. F. Moore, Webber Falls; 
A. W. Foreman, Vinita; A. Y. Lane, Claremore; L. M. Cravens, Tahlequah; 
W. T. Adair, Tahlequah; H. Lindsey, Hufaula; as honorary member, Dr. 


Clegg. 


After the two recorded meetings of the Indian Territory Medical 
Association, April 18-19, and September 14-15, 1881, a long silence 
ensued.? Dr. Fortner, the president, returned in 1882 to Fayette- 
ville, Arkansas, until 1884, when he removed to Vinita, Indian Ter- 


TSee Appendix A for report of ‘this meeting appearing in the Muskogee Indian 
Journal, April 21, 1881; and, also, letter from the Department of the Army, 1948, 
relating to notes on the history of the Indian Territory Medical Association. 

8 Minutes of the organization meeting, transcribed and furnished by Miss Lilah 
B. Heck, Librarian of the University of Oklahoma School of Medicine. 

9See Appendix B for letter dated October 13, 1881, addressed to Hon. Samuel 
Checote, Principal Chief of the Muskogee Nation, by M. F. Williams, Secretary, 
The International Indian Medical Association, urging the enaction of legislation 
by the Council of the Creek Nation, to regulate the practice of medicine among 
the Creek people. Chief Checote was a Methodist minister, and performed the 
marriage ceremony for Miss Louise Atkins and Charles Clinton, at Okmulgee in 1873. 
They were the parents of Dr. Fred S. Clinton, contributor of this article on the 
Indian Territory Medical Association. (For the biography of Samuel Checote, 
see the article by O. L. Lambert in Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. IV, No. 3 [{Sep- 
tember, 1926], pp. 275-80.) —Ed. 
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ritory.!° This absence may account for the lapse of interest during 
this period in the Indian Territory Medical Association, and explain 
the renewed activity after his return.l! 


Dr. J. L. Blakemore, Muskogee, in active practice since 1888, 
informs me in letter dated July 5, 1945: ‘‘I know that Dr. B. F. 
Fortner of Vinita reorganized the Indian Territory Medical As- 
sociation in 1888 [1889]. It had been revived in 1885 at Claremore 
but only for a year and died on account of no attendance, but the 
1888 [1889] meeting was well attended and Dr. Fortner was made 
president and Dr. M. F. Williams of Muscogee, Secretary.”’ 


Whether there were meetings held and minutes not put in the 
book or whether the Association died, I have no way of knowing. 
The June 28, 1889 meeting was held in the Southern Methodist 
Church, Muskogee; and according to the minutes, the Indian Ter- 
ritory Medical Association was organized with 23 members.4? Dr. 
Fortner was again elected president. Dr. J. R. Brewer (Muskogee) 
was elected Ist vice-president, Dr. R. A. Burr (Choteau) 2nd vice- 
president, Dr. J. O. Callahan, (Muskogee) secretary, and Dr. Oliver 
Bagby (Vinita) treasurer. The object of the organization as stated, 


10 See Appendix C for biography of Benjamin F. Fortner, M.D. 

11 The following names of Medical Examiners and of Medical Advisors in the- 
Cherokee Nation are found in Roster of Officers Cherokee Nation, Cherokee Vol. 
283, p. 67 (for 1890) and p. 94 (for 1896), Oklahoma Historical Society Collec- 


tions: 
Medical Examiners C. N. 
Dec. 27—90 Dr. F. B. Fite Muskogee [. T. 
LTE En Td ” B. F. Fortner Northern Circuit Vinita I, T. 
Eee homes » A. W. Foreman Vinita I. T. 
Dec. 27—90 Dr. Charles Harris Muskogee I. T. 


G. A. McBride 


Southern Circuit Ft. Gibson ” 
by) ” 39 9 W. W. Campbell | ” »° 


Dec. 27—9 Dr. Dick Fite | Tahlequah I. T. 
Pe BiG cel) ” G. W. Waters Middle Circuit Flint I. T 
ts ial ac ” —W. T. Adair Saline J. T. 
Roster Board Medical Advisors 
March B. F. Fortner, Vinita, I. T. 
14 1896 Northern Circuit A. M.Clinkscales, Vinita, I. T. 


J. C. Bushyhead, Claremore, I. T. 
J. M. Thompson, Tahlequah, I. T. 
Middle Circuit R. W. Murray, Tahlequah, I. T. 
F. B. Fite, Tahlequah, I. T. 
Dr, Fite appointed Apr. 28, 1902 
D. H. Burk, Webbers Falls, I. T. 
Southern Circuit {é Harris, Muscogee, I. T. 
J. W. Water, Stillwell, I. T. 


—Kd. 


ae In a letter to the writer, dated November 26, 1947, Miss Lilah B. Heck, Li- 
brarian of the University of Oklahoma School of Medicine, stated: “I believe you 
have the information about the first meeting where the Association was organized 
and Dr. Fortner was elected president (April 19, 1881). The next meeting was 


pou eeriauber 4, 1881, then there are no more minutes of meetings until June 
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was the ‘‘cultivation of fraternal relations, and the securing to our- 
selves, and the public, the advantages of professional association in 
an organized capacity.’ 


The Indian Territory Medical Association met in Muskogee 
on Tuesday, December 8, 1891. The program was as follows :14 


Section on Practice of Medicine.—“Malarial Fever,” S. A. Bryan, M.D., 
Wagoner, I.T.; “Malarial Haematuria,” A. M, Clinkscales, M.D., Vinita, 
LT.; “Some Advances in Medicine,” W. B. Winn, M.D., Wichita, Kan. 


Obstetrics and Gynecology.—“Ovarian Hyperaemia and Haemorrhage,” 
J. M. Boling, M.D., Claremore, I.T.; “Complicated Pregnancy,’ G. A, Mc- 
Bride, M.D., Ft. Gibson, I.T.; “Chronic Metritis,’ E, N. Wright, M.D., 
Lehigh, I.T. 


Surgery—“A few Errors of Country Surgeons,” H. B. Smith, M.D., 
McAlester, I.T.; “Typhlitis and Perityphlitis,’ G. R. Rucker, M.D., Hufaula, 
I.T.; “Abscess of Glands of Bartholin, with Report of Case,’ L. C. Tennant, 
M.D., McAlester, I.T. 


Papers Contributed by Request.—“Obscure Obdominal Abscess, Autopsy, 
Report of Case,’ Philip Donohoo, M.D., Fairland, I.T.; “Abscess of the 
Middle Har, Sequelae,” B. F. Fortner, M.D., Vinita, I.T.; “Pleurisy with 
Effusion,” F. B. Fite, M.D., Muskogee, I.T.; “Peritonitis Following Amputa- 
tion of Thigh—a Case,” Drs. Dawson and Ledford, Afton, I.T. 


Well attended meetings with good programs were held semi- 
annually by the Association, including those held at South Me- 
Alester, June 4, 1895; Wagoner, June 2, 1896; Vinita, December 1, 
1896; South McAlester, June 29, 1897; Muskogee, December 7, 1897; 
Wagoner, June 1, 1898; Wagoner, December 6, 1898; South Me- 
Alester, June 20, 1899; Wagoner, December 5, 1899; Wagoner, June 
io O00; 22 : 


The Indian Territory Medical Association held its 24th semi- 
annual meeting at Muskogee, December 4, 1900, with President 
Leroy Long, M.D., Caddo, presiding. In his address, he recom- 
mended that plans be formulated to secure congressional legislation 
for the establishment of some modern methods of caring for the 
insane and feeble-minded and for dealing with tuberculosis. The 
committee (Drs. Fortner, Fite, and Wright) appointed to report 


13 For Minutes of the meeting on June 28, 1889, see “LeRoy Long—Teacher of 
Medicine” by Basil A. Hayes, The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. XX, No. 4 (Decem- 
ber, 1942), pp. 344. This same reference, p. 345, gives a list of places and dates 
when meetings of the Association were held until 1895. See Appendix D for a 
report on the meeting held at Wagoner, December 7, 1889, appearing in The Wag- 
oner Record.—Ed. 

14A copy of this program was received in a communication, dated December 
17, 1947, from the Department of Literary Research, American College of Surgeons, 
taken from The Journal of the American Medical Association, 1891, Vol. 17, p. 902. 

15 “LeRoy Long—Teacher of Medicine,” op. cit., pp. 345-51; and “The First 
Hospital and Training School for Nurses in the Indian Territory now Oklahoma,” 
by Fred S. Clinton, The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. XXV, No. 3 (Autumn, 1947), 
p. 218.—Ed. 
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on the President’s address recommended :!6 


We, your committee on the president’s address, have considered the 
game and recommend that a committee of three be retained and authorized 
to formulate plans and if possible secure congressional legislation pro- 
viding for an insane asylum for the Indian Territory and a system of public 
health boards. 


The next semi-annual meeting of the Indian Territory Medical 
Association was held at Vinita on June 4, 1901, when the following 
officers were elected: President Geo. W. West, Hufaula; Vice- 
presidents, Oliver Bagby, Vinita, and William A. Haley, South Mc- 
Alester; Secretary-Treasurer Fred 8. Clinton, Tulsa.’ 


The following is a report of the meeting in December, 1901:38 


The Indian Territory Medical Association met at Muscogee, Indian 
Territory, December 3, 1901, and was called to order at 1:30 pm., Dr. 
G. W. West, President. Good attendance. The splendid address of wel- 
come was delivered by the Honorable Preston C. West. A fine welcome 
from the profession by Dr. F. B. Fite. Response to both addresses was 
made by the president, Dr. West. Minutes of previous meeting read and 
adopted. 


Committee on Necrology appointed as follows: Fred S, Clinton, M.D., 
LeRoy Long, M.D., 


Applications for membership received and referred to Committee on 
Credentials, Willis M. Hunter, Vian, I.T., Robert A. Lively, Durant, I.T., 
H. H. Chivers, Ardmore, I.T., T. S. Booth, Ardmore, I.T., Graham Street, 
South McAlester, I.T., Bascom J. Vance, Checotah, I.T., Floyd E. Water- 
field, Holdenville, I.T., J. L. Jones, Wagoner, I.T. 


McDonald resolution adopted. 


President’s address delivered and committee appointed to consider 
same, F. B. Fite, W. O. Shannon, and J. W. Hensley. 


Invitation to informal reception at Elks’ Hall to the Indian Territory 
Medical Association by Dr. F. B. Fite and wife, Dec. 3, 1901, 8 to 11, accepted. 


Committee on president’s address reported favorably on all points in 
reference to laws governing the practice of medicine proceeding from 
Washington. Agreed to have secretary prepare synopsis for publication 
in the American Medical Association Journal. 


H. HE. Chivers and T. S. Booth, elected delegates by the Chickasaw 
Medical Association were seated, see report. 


Numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, absent. 


16 [bid., p. 352. The committee appointed under this recommendation consisted 
of B. F. Fortner, M.D. Vinita; Fred S. Clinton, M.D., Tulsa; J. S. Fulton, M.D., 
Atoka. See Appendix E for a press report of this meeting, from The Wagoner 
Record, June 21, 1900.—Ed. 

17 The meetings of the Association from 1899 to 1901 were also reported in 
The Journal of the American Medical Association: 1899 in Vel. 34, p. 902; 1900 
in Vol. 35, p. 1646; 1901 in Vol. 36, pp. 1575 and 1799. 

18See Appendix F for press reports of meetings of the Indian Territory Med- 


page SER held at Vinita on June 4, 1901, and at South McAlester on June 3, 
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Ophthalmia Neonatarium, G. E. Hartshorne, M.D., South McAlester, 
Eee by Dr. T. S. Booth and F. B, Fite. Numbers 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
absent. 


Section on Practice, Address in Medicine: 


Morphinism and Treatment by V. Berry, M.D., read by the secretary 
and discussed by J. L. Blakemore, M.D., and J. L. Jones, M.D. 


Puerperal Hclampsia by J. L. Jones, M.D., received and discussed 
by M. E. Thompson, M.D., W. O. Shannon, G. B. Hartshorne, M.D., Bascom 
J. Vance, M.D., 


Motion carried to adjourn to 9 A.M., December 4, 1901. 


Indian Territory Medical Association called to order, Muscogee, I.T., 
December 4, 1901, 9 A.M., by Doctor George W. West, President. 


LeRoy Long, M.D., delivered the address in Surgery, on the subject, 
Emergency Surgery. He reviewed the progress in that line and more parti- 
cularly the recognition of and prompt treatment of shock, Address was 
received and discussed by Dr. R. J. Crabill, Dr. B. F. Fortner, and Dr. Fred S. 
Clinton. 


Numbers 2, 3, 4, 5, absent. “Conservatism, True and False,’ by David 
Gardner, M.D., discussed by Fred S. Clinton, M.D., L. C. Tennant, M.D., 
R. J. Crabill, M.D., James S. Fulton, M.D., LeRoy Long, M.D., B. F. Fortner, 
M.D., B. D. Woodson, M.D., and T. S. Booth, M.D. Paper, “Mastoid Disease,” 
by H. Moulton, M.D., Discussed by W. B. Pigg, M.D., G. E. Hartshorn, M.D., 
Dr. B. D. Woodson, M.D., B. F. Fortner, M.D. 


Indian Territory Medical Association adjourned to meet 2 p.m. De- 
cember 4, 1901, 


Association meeting called to order 2 P.M., 12-4-1901, by president. 
Rules suspended and Committee Reports received. 
Committee on Program reported as follows: 


Practice, Dr. C. D. Frick, Chairman, Dr. Geo. R. Rucker, Dr. F. M. 
Duckworth. 


Surgery, Dr. Oliver Bagby, Chairman, Dr. R. I. Bond, Dr. David Gardner. 


Obstetrics and Gynecology, Dr. J. L. Blakemore, Chairman, Dr. G. A. 
McBride, Dr. V. Berry. 


Muscogee, I.T., Dec. 4, 1901. To the Indian Territory Medical Associa- 
sociation. We, your committee on program, beg leave to submit report 
attached herewith. 

Fraternally submitted, 
LeRoy Long, W. B. Pigg. 


Muscogee, I.T., Dec. 4, 1901. To the Indian Territory Medical Associa- 
tion. We, your committee on credentials, beg leave to report favorably on 
the applications of Dr. James A. Patton, Dr. Geo. W. Bell, Dr. James L. 
Shuler, Dr. A. M. Coates, Dr. F. M. Wormington and Dr. W. EH. Thomason, 
and ask for further time on the applications of Dr. John L. Stephens, Dr. 
H. Gabeen, Dr. J. G. Adams, Dr. J. Donohoo and Dr. S. J. Fuller, because 
of incomplete information furnished. 

Respectfully submitted, 
B. F. Fortner, Chairman 
LeRoy Long. 
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A paper by Dr. Graham Street (subject not recorded) discussed — 


by Dr. B. F. Fortner, Dr. D. B. Woodson, and Dr. Fred 8. Clinton. 


Head Injuries of Children was discussed thoroughly by Dr. B. F. | 


Fortner. An address were delivered on gynecology and obstetrics, 
author not mentioned, and discussion not recorded, carried on by 
Dr. Louis C. Tennant, Dr. LeRoy Long, Dr. J. L. Jones, and Dr. 
W. B. Pigg. The following towns were placed in nomination for 
next meeting: Vinita, South McAlester, Durant, Checotah, South 
McAlester won. 


Resolutions of appreciation as follows passed: 


Be It Resolved by members of the Indian Territory Medical Associa- 
tion we tender our thanks and express our appreciation to Dr. and Mrs. 
F. B. Fite and the citizens of Muskogee for the elegant reception and 
entertainment extended to us and that we will cherish the happy memory 
of their kindnesses and wish them all health, prosperity and happiness. 


Adjourned to meet at South McAlester, June 3-4-1902, 


I do not know what changes have been made in the written 
regulations for conduct of the Medical Association during the last 
half century of experience but they should be made clear, concise, 
and just as comprehensive. 


At the regular meeting of the Indian Territory Medical Associa- 
tion held at Muskogee, December 3 and 4, 1901, I introduced the 
following resolution at 2:00 p.m., December 4, 1901: 

“Be it resolved that the Indian Territory Medical Association be re- 
organized in accordance with the general plan suggested by the American 
Medical Association and that the constitution and by-laws be so changed 
as to conform to this progressive and systematic method of organization, 
and that a committee of three be appointed by the president to draft the 
same and present to the next regular meeting such articles.” 

Fred S, Clinton. 


The resolution was passed without dissenting vote, and the fol- 
lowing committee was appointed: Fred 8. Clinton, M.D., B. F. 
Fortner, M.D., LeRoy Long, M.D. 


The Journal of the American Medical Association, 1902, (Vol. 
39, p. 444,) reported: ‘‘Indian Territory Medical Association: At 
the twenty-seventh semi-annual meeting of this Association at South 
McAlester, June 3 and 4, the most important business of the session 
was reorganization in conformity with the recommendations of the 
American Medical Association.’’ 


At the request of the other members of the Committee, I pre- 
pared the ten-page report. We then revised it as shown on the 
carbon copy of the original which has been in my possession since 
adoption by the Indian Territory Medical Association in June, 1902.19 


19 This comprehensive provision for most, if not all, needs of planned organ- 
ization is too long to include in this article on the History of the Indian Territory 
Medical Association so I have had photostatic copies made and have deposited these 
in the Archives of the Oklahoma Historical Society. 


x 
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A condensed report of three paragraphs apparently based on 
our full report regarding the revision to meet the requirements of 
the American Medical Association has been sent me by Mr. Dick 
Graham, Executive Secretary, Oklahoma State Medical Associa- 
tion, as follows: 


METHOD OF ORGANIZATION OF DISTRICT MEDICAL ASSOCIATIONS 


Section one: It shall be the privilege of the members of the medical 
profession residing in any district of this Territory in which there is no 
District Association to organize a District Medical Association; provided 
that public notice of the meeting for that purpose be given, and that all 
non-sectarian physicians in good standing residing in the District be in- 
vited to join therein. Such association may elect its own officers and 
adopt any bylaws or set of rules for its government that do not contravene 
those of this association. In any district where no association exists the 
members of the profession may have the privilege of uniting with the 
Association of an adjoining district, which active membership shall con- 
tinue only during the time that no organized Association exists in the 
district in which such physician resides. If, however, it is more con- 
venient for one physician residing in one district to attend the meetings 
of an adjoining district, he may become an active member of such Associa- 
tion. 


Section two: No one shall be eligible to membership in a district 
association who is not a regular graduate of a medical college recognized 
by the American Medical Association and a legal practitioner. Any such 
practitioner of good moral character and standing, who is willing to sub- 
scribe to the code of ethics of the American Medical Association shall be 
eligible as a candidate for membership in the district association of the 
district in which he or she, resides, without restriction as to time of 
graduation or time of residence in the country other than ample time to 
allow investigation of his character and standing provided that no Negro 
shall be eligible to membership. 


Section three: Any physician previously expelled or refused member- 
ship in the Territorial Association or who resigned therefrom cannot be 
admitted to membership in the District Association or reinstated except 
by written application, vouched for by two members in good standing, 
which must lay over at least one meeting and receive the unanimous vote 
of all members present. When a member resigns, or is expelled or is 
suspended from his District Association his relations with the Indian Ter- 
ritory Medical Association shall cease. 

Fred S. Clinton 
B. F. Fortner 
LeRoy Long 


This is an opportunity to pay homage to a few of the rugged 
pioneers who blazed the trail in this new empire of first impressions. 
These sturdy men of medicine, braved all inclement weather over bad 
roads, or lonesome trails, day or night, to personally examine and 
minister to their patients. They had no thought for their individual 
convenience, comfort or fear of exposure or fatigue when called to 
render professional service to one in need. 


These men were leaders. They had training, improvement, and 
refinement of mind, morals, and taste. This enlightenment could 
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be and usually was a blessing and friendly helper in whatever com- 
munity one of these distinguished doctors resided. 


Many of the physicians and surgeons I have known since my 
first visit to the Indian Territory Medical Association meeting at 
South McAlester in 1895 have qualified as leaders in establishing 
rational medicine in this territory,2° by precept, example and practice: 
Benjamin F. Fortner, Vinita; EH. N. Wright, Olney; J. C. W. Bland, 
Red Fork-Tulsa; E. N. Allen, South McAlester; Oliver Bagby, 
Vinita; Jesse L. Blakemore, Muskogee; Francis B. Fite, Muscogee; 
M. F. Williams, Muskogee; LeRoy Long, Caddo; Richard L. Fite, 
Tahlequah; Robert A. Munn, South McAlester; Geo. E. Hartshorne, 
South McAlester; J. F. Park, South McAlester; Thomas 8. Booth, 
Ardmore; Walter Hardy, Ardmore; James 8. Fulton, Atoke; Bascom 
J. Vance, Checotah; W. A. Howard, Chelsea; W. A. Tolleson, Ku- 
faula; Geo. W. West, Eufaula; Leo E. Bennett, Eufaula; J. O. Calla- 
han, Muskogee; Claude A. Thompson, Muscogee; Milton K. Thomp- 
son, Muskogee; William L. McWilliams, Miami; Frank L. Worming- 
ton, Miami; J. Hutchins White, Muscogee; E. Pleas, Oologah; Geo. 
W. Tilly, Pryor; R. V. Smith, Tulsa; Fred Y. Cronk, Tulsa; N. W. 
Mayginnis, Tulsa; C. P. Linn, Tulsa; L. 8S. Willour, South McAlester ; 
A. M. Clinkseales, Vinita; Louis Bagby, Vinita; James D. Brazeel, 
Wagoner; Isabel Cobb, Wagoner; Virgil Berry, Wetumka; Thomas 
J. Long, Atoka; Hugh Scott, Holdenville; Geo. A. Kilpatrick, Wilbur- 
ton; Frederick P. Von Keller, Ardmore; E. H. Troy, McAlester ; Wil- 
liam H. Cleckler, Wilburton; David Gardener, Lehigh; William T. 
Gardener, Ardmore; Alfred Griffith, South McAlester; Graham 
Street, South McAlester; F. KE. Waterfield, Holdenville; R. J. Crabill, 
McAlester; C. D. Frick, McAlester; A. E. Davenport, Tishomingo; 
T. W. Stallings, Tulsa; J. C. Robinson, Krebs; Louis C. Tennant, 
McAlester; A. W. Foreman, Vinita; James M. Boling, Claremore; 
Joseph M. Thompson, Tahlequah; R. I. Bond, Hartshorne; L. Haynes 
Buxton, Oklahoma City; J. B. Rolater, Oklahoma City; Lewis J. 
Moorman (friend, teacher, and author), Oklahoma City, and many 
others who have given their lives to the profession.?! 


20“The First Hospital and Training School for Nurses in the Indian Territory 
now Oklahoma,” op. cit., p. 218. 

21 Lewis Jefferson Moorman, Phy-ician, is a native of Kentucky. He graduated 
(M.D.) from the University of Louisville in 1901; and did post graduate work in 
New York Polyclinic Medical School, in 1903, and in the University of Vienna, in 
1909. He came to Oklahoma and began practice at Jet in 1901. He moved to 
Oklahoma City, in 1907, which is still his home. He is the founder (1923) and 
medical director of the Moorman Farm Sanatorium, Oklahoma City; and has served 
as professor of medicine, University of Oklahoma, 1926-35, and as dean of School 
of Medicine, 1931-35. He is a member of the Oklahoma State Medical Association 
(President, 1920, and Secretary-Treasurer since 1941) and other state and county 
medical societies, as well as national and regional medical societies, in many of 
which he has held office including that of president. He has been a member of. 
the Board of Directors of the National Tuberculosis Society since 1920 (also, Vice- 
President 1932; President-elect, 1942-43; and President, 1943-44). He is Editon 
in-Chief of the Journal, Oklahoma State Medical Association; Editor of the Bulletia, 


LEWIS J. MOORMAN, M.D. 
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The Indian Territory Medical Association convened at South 
McAlester, June 3, 1902, and was called to order, 10:30 a.m., by 
the president, Dr. Geo. W. West, of Eufaula, I.T. Invocation was 
given. Minutes of previous meeting read and approved. Motion to 
adjourn session to meet 2:30 p.m., June 3, 1902, prevailed. In 
response to inquiry the secretary answered that favorable report 
had been made on applications of Dr. W. H. Horine, and Dr. G. HE. 
Hartshorne, and more time requested on Dr. R. S. Miller. 


The Indian Territory Medical Association met at South Me- 
Alester, June 3, 1902, 2:30 p.m., with President West presiding. 
The address of welcome by Honorable Fielding Lewis, Mayor of 
South McAlester, made the members feel thrice welcome and the 
eloquent response by Dr. LeRoy Long was thrilling. 


Dr. Geo. W. West, the president, delivered the annual address. 
The committee consisting of Doctors E. N. Allen, David Gardener, 
and V. Berry, was appointed to consider and made appropriate 
recommendations. The committee’s report was received and placed 
with the records, and the committee discharged. The Committee on 
Necrology was given further time. The Committee on Reorganization, 
time extended. Papers by Dr. R. J. Crabill, Medical Examining 
Boards, discussed by D. Gardner, V. Berry, R. I. Bond, W. B. Pigg, 
J. S. Fulton, LeRoy Long, E. N. Allen, David Gardner, J. P. Gunby, 
Sherman, Texas, W. H. Cleckler, Wilburton, St. Cloud Cooper, Fort 
Smith, Ark., Discussion closed by R. J. Craybill. Motion to ad- 
journ carried to meet at 9 p.m. at the banquet Hall. 


On June 4, 1902, the president, Dr. Geo. W. West, called the 
Indian Territory Medical Association to order, and proceeded with 
the program: 


Paper entitled “Pelvic Abscess”, by Dr. V. Berry, Wetumka; Discussion 
by Dr. B. F. Fortner, Dr. Andrew L. Fulton, Kansas City, Mo., Dr. St. 
Cloud Cooper, Fort Smith, Ark., Fred 8S. Clinton, Tulsa. 


Septic Infection, paper by Dr. David Gardener, Lehigh, received and 
discussed by Dr. B. L. Applewhite, Tecumseh, and Dr. A. L. Fulton, of 
Kansas City, Mo., 


Report of Committee on Credentials, see report. 


Motion Carried to suspend regular order of business and proceed with 
election of officers. 


Dr. David Gardner of Lehigh, I.T., nominated Dr. Fred S. Clinton, of 
Tulsa, for president. No other nominations presented. Motion prevailed 
to close the nominations and elect by acclamation. First vice-president, 
Dr. Charles D. Frick, South McAlester, elected by acclamation. Second 


Oklahoma County Medical Society; and a member of the Editorial Board of the 
American Review of Tuberculosis (official organ of the American Trudeau Society). 
He is a contributor of scientific and philosophical articles to national and state 
publications, and is the author of Tuberculosis and Genius published in book form 


in 1940.—Ed. 
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vice-president W. O. Shannon, Durant, and Dr. R. J. Crabill, McAlester, 
Secretary and Treasurer, elected. 3 


Nomination of BE. N. Allen and LeRoy Long as member of the Judicial 
Council. Ballot spread and resulted in election of LeRoy Long of Caddo, 
term expires 1906. 


Motion prevailed to adjourn till 3 p.m. 


Indian Territory Medical Association called to order by Pres. Geo. 
W. West, 3 P.M., June 4, 1902. 


Report from Committee on Program; Practice, Dr. J. 8. Fulton, Atoka, 


Obstetrics and Gynecology, Dr. David Gardner, Lehigh, Surgery, Dr. I. P. | 


Gunby, Sherman, Texas, Pediatrics, Dr. W. A. Tolleson, Hufaula. 


B. F. Fortner, E, N. Allen, W. C. Graves, Committee on Credentials, | 


B. F. Fortner, LeRoy Long, W. A. Tolleson. Report adopted and Committee 
continued. 


Resolution adopted that the initiation fee annual dues to the Indian 
Territory Medical Association be two dollars. Committee on resolutions 
of appreciation: B. F. Fortner and Fred S. Clinton. 


Resolutions of appreciation adopted by the Indian Territory Medical 
Association at the close of a most pleasant and profitable meeting in Mc- 
Alester, Ind. Ter., June 3 and 4, 1902. 


In view of the gracious hospitality and splendid welcome and co- 
operation by the medical profession and other citizens, therefore be it 
resolved by the members of the Indian Territory Medical Association in 
attendance at the 27th semi-annual session in South McAlester, that we 
express our enjoyment. We feel especially indebted to Doctors H, N. Allen, 
T. S. Chapman, W. EH. Graves, Charles D. Frick, and other local members 
for many assists and especial attention toward securing from the Elks a 
meeting place for the Indian Territory Medical Association. 

Committee 
B. F. Fortner 
Fred S. Clinton 
South McAlester, I.T., June 3, 4, 1902. 


Much has been said about the loss of the minutes and possibly 


other records. I have the notes from which my minutes were written, 


while I was secretary in 1901-2. All documents and records were — 


turned over to my successor. I kept a carbon copy of reorganization 
revision, my printed address as president and copy of written report 
as delegate to the American Medical Association. I also have copies 
of most all correspondence in my files and of papers written and 
formal speeches delivered. 


The twenty-fourth annual meeting of the Indian Territory 
Medical Association met June 7, 1904, at Holdenville, Indian Ter- 


ritory, and the following officers were elected: President BE. N._ 


Wright, M.D., Olney; Ist Vice-president H. P. Wilson, M.D., Wynne- 
wood; 2nd Vice-president F. L. Watson, M.D., Alderson; Secretary- 
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treasurer R. J. Crabill, M.D., South McAlester.22. In the election of 
Dr. E. N. Wright, of ‘Olney, as President, the Association chose a 
citizen of the Choctaw Nation well known as a physician and surgeon 
‘in the Territory, who had a wide acquaintance in the eastern states.” 
His address before the Association in its annual meeting at Tulsa, 
1905, marked a milestone in the history of the organization when he 
urged the union of the Indian Territory and Oklahoma medical 
societies to strengthen the standing and work of the medical pro- 


22 See Holdenville Times, May 20, 1904 (p. 5, col. 3) and June 10, 1904 (p. 1, 
cols. 5 & 6) for notice of preparations and for press report of the meeting, respec- 
tively. Trains were late owing to héayy rains and floods and Dr. J. W. Gilbert 
of Roff called the meeting to order. Address of welcome was given by W. T. 
McConnell, Cashier of the National Bank of Commerce, Holdenville; Dr. S. M. 
Benepe gave the welcome for the local profession; and Dr. B. F. Fortner gave the 
response. An interesting program including a featured lecture on surgery by 
Dr. R. M. Schauffler, Kansas City, and a banquet in the evening was attended by 
the visiting physicians and surgeons and all Holdenville, “the old, the young, the 
great, the small.” Physicians and surgeons attending the meeting included R. J. 
Crabill, W. G. Ramsey, G. E. Hartshorne, W. B. Pigg, J. E. pe South McAles- 
ter; M. D. Taylor, Mounds; B. S. Zachary, Howe; A. H. Culp, Beggs; C. A. Skeen, 
Wapanucka; H. P. Wilson, Mill Creek; J. H. Simmons and J. W. Shelton, Wynne- 
wood; H. D. Fillmore, Randolph; J. W. Gilbert, Roff; Fred S. Clinton, Tulsa; 
J. M. Lemons, Okmulgee; E. F. Davis, Oklahoma City; B. W. Caldwell, Hugo; 
E. N. Wright, Olney; J. C. Bushyhead, Claremore; J. C. W. Bland, Red Fork; 
B. F. Fortner, Vinita; W. L. McWilliams, Miami; W. A. Tolleson, Eufaula; T. J. 
Cagle and V. Berry, Wetumka; A. L. Fulton and R. M. Shauffler, Kansas City; 
W. C. Griffith, Weleetka; A. L. Anderson, Wilburton; J. R. Runyan, Ada; F. L. 
Watson, Alderson; R. K. Pemberton, Krebs; George W. West, Eufaula; W. E. 
Dixon, ’Wewoka; S. M. Rickey, Francis; R. P. Bond, Hartshorne. The Holden- 
ville physicians reported were J. N. Proctor, J. D. Scott, A. M. Bulls, G. R. Eckles, 
H. A. Howell, F. E. Warterfield, C. P. Linn, Ss. M. "Benepe, U. N. Melette, L. 
Hibbard, J. W. Long, H. C. Way.—Ed. 

23 E. N. Wright, M. D., was born in the Choctaw Nation on April 3, 1858, the 
eldest son of the Rev. Allen and Harriet (Mitchell) Wright. He attended Union 
College, Schenectady, N. Y., and graduated (M.D.) from Albany Medical College, 
N. Y., in 1884. He took a post-graduate course in the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, New York City, in 1894-95. Just after his return to his home at Boggy 
Depot, Choctaw Nation, he visited the annual session of the Choctaw General Coun- 
cil where he furthered the passage of “An Act to Regulate the Practice of Medicine 
in the Choctaw Nation,” approved on October 29, 1884, by Edmund McCurtain, 
Principal Chief. Dr. Wright served on the first Medical Board in the Choctaw 
Nation with Dr. L. C. Tennant, of McAlester, in 1885. At this time, he was prac- 
ticing at Lehigh, as chief surgeon and physician of the Missouri-Pacific coal mines. 
In the summer of 1895, he located his practice at Atoka, and in 1901, moved to 
his farm and ranch near Olney where he made his home until shortly before his 
death on January 8, 1932. In a tribute to his memory, a friend stated in part (Dr. 
L. S. Willour, of McAlester, in Journal of the Oklahoma Medical Association, Vol. 
XXV, No. 2, pp. 85-6): “Alert to the latest developments in medicine, trained in 
methods of diagnosis, thorough yet conservative in treatment, he stood in this new 
country a tower of strength among his professional brethren.” For biography see 
“A Brief Review of the Life of Doctor Eliphalet Nott Wright” by Muriel H. Wright, 
Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. X, No. 2 (June, 1932), pp. 267-86. (N. B. On 
p. 273 [Chronicles, June, 1932], “1903” as the date of Dr. Wright’s election as 
president of the Indian Territory Medical Association should read “1904,” and “June 
20, 1904” should read “June 20, 1905,” the date of his address before the Asso~ 


Biation at Tulsa.) —Ed. 
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fession in the promised state of Oklahoma.2* The Oklahoma Medical — 


Journal for July, 1905 (Vol. XIII, No. 7, pp. 182-3) presented the 
following editorial concerning this meeting: 


MEETING OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY ASSOCIATION. 


The Indian Territory Medical association held its twenty-fifth annual 
meeting at Tulsa, June 20, 21 and 22, This was one of the best meetings 
in its history. An excellent program was rendered, and the papers un- 
usually good. The president’s address, by Dr. EH. N. Wright of Olney, 
1.T., was of unusual interest as he called attention to the laws of the 
territory being inadequate, and stated that the society was not in a 
transitory state—as the two territories—Oklahoma and Indian Territory— 
were promised joint statehood about March, 1906. He urged the two 
societies of Oklahoma and Indian Territory to consolidate their efforts in 
preparing suitable laws and getting them adopted. 


A committee was appointed to report on the president’s address and 
the following members were selected, Drs. B. F. Fortner, of Vinita; R. H. 
Harper, of Afton; M. K. Thompson, of Muskogee; J. S. Fulton, of Atoka; 
J. M. Pemberton, of Weleetka and J. R. Phelan, of Oklahoma City, was 
asked to meet with the committee, as the report was to involve matters of 
interest to both territories. The committee endorsed the president’s ad- 
dress, and suggested the appointing of a committee of five to confer with 
a like committee to be appointed by the Oklahoma State Medical Society, 
to formulate plans looking to the ultimate consolidation of both territorial 
medical societies. As the laws of both territories are inadequate, it will 
be well to take time by the forelock and draw up such laws as will be 
required for the new state, and urge the election of such legislators as 
will favor such laws, in regardless of political party. 


The committee appointed in June to lay plans for the utimate 
consolidation of the two territorial societies met with a similar com- 
mittee of the ‘‘Oklahoma State Medical Society’’> on July 12, and 
planned a joint meeting of the two societies to be held in Oklahoma 
City, the second Tuesday in May, 1906. This meeting was held at 
Oklahoma City, called to order by the President V. Berry, of 
Wetumka, on May 7-9, 1906, when the amalgamation of the physi- 
cians of Oklahoma and Indian Territory perfected the organi- 


zation henceforth known as the ‘‘Oklahoma State Medical Associa- — 


2926 


tion. Officers elected were: President, Dr. B. F. Fortner, Vinita; 
Vice-Presidents (in order), Dr. M. A. Kelso, Enid, Dr: W. C. Brad- 
ford, Shawnee, Dr. Floyd H. Waterfield, Holdenville; Secretary- 
Treasurer, Dr. E. O. Barker, Guthrie. Delegates selected to the 


°4Full text of this address appears as Appendix G. 

25 See Appendix H for report on the organization meeting of the Oklahoma 
Territorial Medical Society, 1893. 
rs ae For the program of the Oklahoma and Indian Territory medical associations, 
in joint session, in Oklahoma City, May 7 to 9, 1906, see Oklahoma Medical News- 
Journal, Vol. XIV, No. 4 (April, 1906), pp. 110-12. See Appendix I for medical 
news and reports in Oklahoma and Indian Territories, in 1906, appearing in the 
Journal of the American Medical Association, and for list of presidents of the In- 
dian Territory Medical Association.—Ed. 
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American Medical Association were Dr. Fred S. Clinton, Tulsa,27 
and Dr. J. A. Hatckett, El Reno. Delegates selected for the next two 
years to the American Medical Association were Dr. V. Berry, 
Wetumka, and Dr. A. K. West, Oklahoma City. Councilors, whose 
duties were the same as organizers, for the new organization were 
selected. For the one year term were: Dr. A. L. Blesh, Guthrie; 
Dr. LeRoy Long, South McAlester ; Dr. F. W. Duckworth, Claremore. 
For the two year term were: Dr. B. J. Vance, Checotah; Dr. E. N. 
Wright, Olney; Dr. Ney Neil, Mangum. For the three year term 
were: Dr. H. P. Wilson, Wynnewood; Dr. E. S. Lane, Weatherford. 


An editorial in the Oklahoma Medical News-Journal, June, 1906 
(Vol. XIV, No. 6, pp. 130-32), commented upon the new association, 
the strength and ability of its members, and the future of the organi- 
zation as follows (in part) :?8 


THE ASSOCIATION MENTING. 


The Medical Profession of Oklahoma and Indian Territory are to be 
congratulated upon the harmonious and successful amalgamation of the 
two Societies in to one compact and powerful association, which was ac- 
complished at the last meeting of the two Societies in joint session in 
Oklahoma City. In accordance with the law of evolution, which is but 
another name for progress, the general tendency has always been from 
the simple to the complex, from individualism to association, and from the 
smaller unit to the larger. When we work in harmony with this idea, we 
align ourselves with the forces of nature and success is sure to be the 
outcome. . .. There is no doubt that the recent meeting was one of the 
most important if not the most important, that has ever been held in these 
two territories. It has marked an epoch in the history of medicine in the 
new state that is to be. 


27 As the last delegate from the Indian Territory Medical Association, and one 
of the first delegates from the Oklahoma State Medical Association to the Amer- 
ican Medical Association, I attended the meeting in Boston, June 5 to 8, 1906. 

I was most fortunate to have as traveling companions my wife, Mrs. Fred S. 
Clinton, Dr. B. F. Fortner, President of Oklahoma State Medical Association, 
and Dr. Thomas E. Potter, Professor of Surgery, Central Medical College, St. 
Joseph, Missouri. This congenial group joined the Missouri Valley Medical Asso- 
ciation Special Train via Canada, under the management of Dr. Charles Wood 
Fassett, Editor of the Kansas City Medical Index Lancet. 

We visited St. Louis, Chicago, Toronto, and went by boat on the St. Lawrence 
to Kingston, Montreal and Quebec, then by train through the Green Mountains to 
Boston. After the meeting we journeyed by boat to New York, and while Mrs. 
Clinton rested and visited the shops, we were guests of Dr. Arpad G. Gerster, Clinic 
at Mt. Sinai Hospital, and of Dr. Virgil P. Gibney, Surgeon in Chief, Hospital for 
Ruptured and Crippled, attending several excellent clinics. Then home safely. 

28 See Appendix J and Appendix K for reference and source material in the 
compilation of this article; also, Appendix L for historical notes on the Epworth 
College of Medicine, Oklahoma City. 


38 Chronicles of Oklahoma 


APPENDIX A 


Reference: Muskogee Indian Journal, April 21, 1881, p. 5, col. 2, in Newspaper 
Department, Oklahoma Historical Society. 


MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


Muskogee, I.T., April 18, 1881—At 2 P.M. a number of medical gentle- 
men met, pursuant te a circulated call, for a mass convention for the pur- 
pose of medical organization. The convention was called to order by Dr. 
B. F. Fortner, who nominated Dr. G. W. Cummings as chairman. ; The 
organization was completed by the election of Dr. Cutler as Vice-President, 
and Drs. Chas. Harris and B, F. Fortner as secretaries. The object of the 
meeting was presented by the chair, and committee appointed to draft 
Constitution and By-Laws. Adjourned till 9 a.m., April 19. 


Muskogee, April 19, 1881. Convention met pursuant to adjournment, 
when the Constitution and By-Laws were adopted, The following officers 
were elected for one year, viz.: 


President, B. F. Fortner. 

Vice-Presidents—G. W. Cummings, F. McNair. 
Secretary—M. F. Williams 

Treasurer—R. B. Howard. 

Librarian—H. P. Harris 


Board of Censors—C. Harris, BE. P. Harris, K. R. Cutler, W. T. Adair, 
W. H. Bailey. 


Members Enrolled: B. F. Fortner, Claremore; R. O. Trent, Ft. Gibson; 
R. B. Howard, Ft. Gibson; H. Poe Harris, Savanna; K. R. Cutler, Okmulgee; 
W. H. Bailey, Hufaula; F. H. McNair, Cherokee Orphan Asylum; G. W. 
Cummings, M. F. Williams, Charles Harris, Muskogee. 


Members Absent: S. F. Moore, Webbers Falls; A. J. Lane, Claremore; 
A. W. Foreman, Vinita; L. M. Cravens, Tahlequah; W. T. Adair, Tahlequah; 
H. B. Frazier, Vinita. 


Honorary: J. T. Clegg, Sylvanus Spring, Ark.; T. R. Quarles South- 
west City, Mo.; Wm. Yates, Cincinnati, Ark.; J. R. Southwest, M.D., D.DS., 
Ark, 


Papers on medical subjects were presented by Dr. L. M. Cravens and 


Dr. J. T. Clegg, which were read by the Secretary, and a vote of thanks 
extended to the authors, 


Several interesting discussions took place on cases presented by the 
members. 


The Association adopted the Code of Ethics of the American Medical 
Association as their guide: 


“As good citizens, it is the duty of physicians to be ever vigilant for 
the welfare of the community, and to bear their part in sustaining its 
institutions and burdens; they should also be ever ready to give counsel to 
the public in relation to matters especially pertaining to their profession, 
as on subjects of medical police, public hygiene and legal medicine, It is 
their province to enlighten the public in regard to quarantine regulations, 
the location, arrangement and dietaries of hospitals, asylums, schools, 
prisons, and other similar institutions; in relation to medical police of 
towns, as drainage ventilation, etc., and in regard to measures for preven- 
tion of epidemic and contagious diseases, and when pestilence prevails, it 
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is their duty to face the danger and to continue their labors for the allevia- 
tion of the suffering, even at the jeopardy of their own lives.” 


The Association then adjourned to meet at Muskogee at the call of 
the President, during the meeting of the International Fair Association. 
M. F. Williams, Secretary. 
(Cherokee Advocate please copy.) 


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
Office of the Surgeon General 
ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY 
7th St. and Independence Ave., S. W. 
Washington 25, D. C. 
8 January 1948 
Dr. Fred S. Clinton 
230 Hast Woodward Boulevard 
Tulsa 5, Oklahoma. 
Dear Dr. Clinton: 


In reply to your letter of 12 December we have located a brief 
history of the Indian Territory Medical Association on p. 221 of the 
Transactions of the Joint Session of the Oklahoma State Medical Association with 
the Indian Territory Medical Association—1906. 


This page is as follows: 


THE INDIAN TERRITORY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


“Owing to the fact that some of the records have been lost it is im- 
possible to give an accurate history of the Association, however Dr. E. N. 
Allen has furnished the following data from memory. 


“The Association was organized in Muskogee, in May 1889, with about 
ten Charter Members. Dr. B. F. Fortner, of Vinita, was elected President 
and Dr. Oliver Bagby, of Vinita, Secretary. 


“A semi-annual meeting was held in Vinita in December of the same 
year. The second annual meeting was held in June 1890 in McAlester, 
when Drs. Fortner and Bagby were both re-elected. 


“The annual meeting for 1891, was held in South McAlester, in June 
and Dr. W. R. Thompson, then of Oklahoma City but now of Fort Worth, 
Texas, was elected President, and Dr. Bagby re-elected Secretary. In 1892 
Dr. H. B. Smith, of McAlester now deceased, was elected President, and 
Dr. Bagby still Secretary, since that time among the secretaries have been 
Drs. Le Roy Long of South McAlester, Fred §. Clinton, of Tulsa, and Dr. 
Craybill. 


“Dr, HE. N. Allen of South McAlester, served as President during the 
years of 1897 and 1898, and at the time of the amalgamation of the two 
Associations, Dr. Virgil Berry of Wetumka was President and Dr. Floyd E. 
Waterfield of Holdenville was Secretary.” 

Sincerely yours, 
(8) Scott Adams 
Scott Adams 
Acting The Librarian 
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APPENDIX B 
B. F. Fortner, M.D. M. F. Williams, M.D. R. B. Howard, M.D. — 
President Secretary Treasurer 


THE INTERNATIONAL INDIAN 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
Muskogee I. T. Oct. 13th 1881 
Hon. Saml. Checote s 
Prin Chief Muskogee Nation 
Dear Sir, 


At a meeting of the International Indian Medical Association held at 
this place Sept 14 & 15th 1881. It was moved & unanimously carried that 
a committee of three Drs. Cutler Lindsey & Bailey be appointed to wait 
upon you & the members of Council. Urging that some legislation be 
adopted as will regulate the practice of Medicine & Surgery among the 
Creeks—as will admit of no non-citizen practising the same unless he 
shall appear before a board appointed for the purpose—& be examined or 
present such credentials as will permit him to practise & show that he 
has received a regular education in that line. This is not to be understood 
to interfere with the full blood Medicine Man—but to apply to white men 
& those married to Indian women—Praying you to assist the Com. to 
obtain such legislation—I have the honor to be 


Your obt. Servant 
(Signed) M. F. Williams Secy 
(Copied from #29269, in file entitled “Creek-Doctors & Vaccination,” in 


Indian Archives Division, Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma.) 


APPENDIX C 


BIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMIN F. FORTNER, M.D. 

Benjamin F. Fortner, M.D., was born August 15, 1847, the third son 
of M. F. Fortner and his wife (nee Hall), natives of Kentucky, who were 
among the earliest settlers in the vicinity of Dallas, Texas. Benjamin F. 
Fortner attended private and public schools in Texas, volunteered in the 
Confederate States Army, and served until the end of the War when he 
returned home and again entered school. After his parents moved to 
Cane Hill, Arkansas, in 1866, he was a student in Cane Hill Academy and 
later taught a private school which he continued until 1868. In this 
year, he began the study of medicine in the office of Dr. W. B. Welch, a 
leading surgeon of Tennessee, subsequently attending a course of lectures 
at the Missouri Medical College, St. Louis, and graduating from the medical 
department of Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee, in 1872. He 
began the practice of medicine at Cane Hill the same year, in connection 
with Doctor Welch his former preceptor. He afterward made his home 
and practiced at different periods in Siloam Springs and in Fayetteville 
where for a time he was in partnership with Dr. Clinton S. Gray who was 
counted among the prominent physicians in Arkansas. 


In 1879, Doctor Fortner located on his farm and ranch near Claremore, 
Cherokee Nation, where he engaged in the livestock business and continued 
his practice of medicine. The “Record of Marks and Brands,” Coowee- 
skoowee District, Cherokee Nation, now in the Indian Archives of the 
Oklahoma Historical Society (Cherokee Vol. 52), lists Doctor Fortner’s 
catile brands from 1880 to 1886 (BF, V—, V—V), and other cattle marks. 


In 1884, he settled at Vinita where he continued his practice and made 
his home until a short time before his death in 1917, with the exception, 
of a brief period beginning with 1907 when he was in charge of the 
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Frisco Railroad Hospital at Springfield, Missouri. In 1887, he entered into 
partnership at Vinita with Dr. Oliver Bagby, a native of Franklin County, 
Missouri. In 1890, Doctor Fortner took a post-graduate course in surgery 
in New York City. 


In October, 1874, Doctor Fortner was united in marriage at Siloam 
Springs, Arkansas, to Miss Lucy Jennie Gunter, daughter of Cal Dean 
Gunter and his wife, Nancy (Ward) Gunter, who were of Cherokee descent. 
Doctor and Mrs. Fortner (born 1854, died 1928) were the parents of two 
daughters: Lucille who married Hwing Halsell; and Grace who married 
O. L. Rider, Doctor Fortner died suddenly from heat attack on September 
23, 1917, at his country home and fruit farm near Rogers, Arkansas, to 
which he had just recently moved. Funeral services were conducted with 
Masonic rites and interment was at Fairview Cemetery, Vinita, Oklahoma, 
on September 25, 1917. 


Aside from his profession, Doctor Fortner was held in highest regard 
as a citizen in the civic, educational, and religious life of his community. 
He became a Director of the First National Bank of Vinita in 1892, He 
was President of the Board of Galloway College (later Willie Halsell Insti- 
tute) established by the Methodist Church at Vinita, in 1888, and also served 
on the Board of Worcester Academy at Vinita for a period. Though en- 
gaged in heavy practice, he took time to superintend a Sunday school 
for seven consecutive years. He was a Mason, a member of Knights of 
Pythias and other fraternal orders. In addition to serving as President 
of the Indian Territory Medical Association and later the Oklahoma State 
Medical Association, he had served as the President of the Medical As- 
sociation of Northwestern Arkansas. He was honorary member of the State 
Medical Association of Arkansas and a member of the American Association 
of Railway Surgeons. For many years, he was surgeon for the Missouri, 
Kansas & Texas Railway, also for the St. Louis and San Francisco Rail- 
way, and numerous insurance companies. 


Doctor Fortner was a man of fine presence and physique. As an 
outstanding citizen, his many friends paid him tribute for his big heart, 
generosity, and capable and conscientious counsel. In his profession, he 
ranked among the highest as a physician, and as a surgeon, he was dis- 
tinguished for his skill and success, in the Indian Territory and adjoining 
states—KHd. (M.H.W.) 


APPENDIX D 


Reference: The Wagoner Record—Wagoner, I. T., December 7, 1899, page 8, 
col. 3 (Oklahoma Historical Society). 


TERRITORY DOCTORS, THEY ENJOY A SUCCESSFUL 
SESSION IN WAGONER. 


The Indian Territory Medical Association met here Tuesday in regular 
semi-annual session, and a good number of fine looking doctors attended. 


On Tuesday evening at 8:30 a musicale was given the doctors in Cobb’s 
Hall. Some splendid music was rendered by Professors Hiller and Appy, 
and Miss Dodge. Miss Alberta Lincoln recited a piece which took down 
the house. But what pleased the audience most was the song “September,” 
by Mrs. Freeman. Few people in this country have a finer voice than Mrs. 
Freeman, and when it is announced that she will sing a song people 
know they will hear something worth listening to. 


The welcome address on this occasion was delivered by City Attorney 
-DeRoos Bailey, which was responded to by Dr. G. A. McBride, president 
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of the Association. The Doctor’s address was so good that we publish it: 
wk e OR OK 


After the musicale the vast audience repaired to the banquet hall, 
where three tables full length of an 80-foot building, heavily laden with 
good things to eat, was awaiting them. Dr. J. D. Brazeel presided as 
toast master, and the toasts were responded to in a manner that pleased 
all—made them laugh heartily and enjoy their supper. 


The feast was prepared by J. H. and Tom Roark. Many were the 
bouquets thrown at them—not only on account of so many good things to 
eat, but on account of the able and orderly manner in which it was served. 


The meeting was one of the best ever held in the Indian Territory. 
The doctors adjourned late Wednesday afternoon to meet again in Wagoner 
on June 5 and 6, next year. 


APPENDIX E 


Reference: The Wagoner Record, Wagoner, Indian Territory, Thursday, June 21, 
1900, p. 1, col. 3 (Oklahoma Historical Society). 


MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


The Physicians of the Indian Territory in Convention. 
Their Regular Semi-Annual Meeting Held Tuesday and Wednesday 


The Indian Territory Medical Association held its regular convention 
in this city Tuesday and Wednesday. Dr. G. A. McBride, of Fort Gibson, 
president of the Association, called the meeting to order at 1 o’clock 
P.M., after which Rev. H. L. Massey offered an invocation to duty. 


An interesting program, which had been prepared for the occasion, 
was taken up and a number of interesting papers were read and discussed. 


The program follows: 
PRACTICE 


W. B. Pigg, South McAlester, Chairman. 

1. Address by chairman. 

2. Cerebro-spinal Meningitis—W. H. Harrison, Webbers Falls. 

3. Purpura Haemorrhagica—B. F. Fortner, Vinita, 

4. Malarial Haematuria—D. H. Burk, Webbers Falls. 

5. Duties, Responsibilities and Reward of the Country Doctor—G. A. 
McBride, Fort Gibson. 

6. The Doctor as a Business Man—F. L. A. Hamilton, Wagoner 

7. The Man at the Head of the Table—R. J. Crabill, Allen. 

8. Dysentery—W. H. Ford, Fairland. 

9. Smallpox—M. C. Marrs, Fort Smith. 


PAHDIATRICS 
HH. Pleas, Oolagah, Chairman. 
1. Address by Chairman 


2, Management of Human Breast Milk in Infantile Indi ion— 
John P. Sudderth, Nowata. yeaa 


8. Practical Classification of Infantile Diarrheal Dis a I i 
Treatment—A. W. Herron, Adair. Meacirenne se 


4. Classification and Treatment of Malarial Fevers i hi — 
Powell, Big Cabin. Fe eae 
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Rectitis—H. Y. Bass, Talala. 
Thirty-nine Cases of Scarlet Fever—A. J. Hoover, Wetumka. 


GVO INC OIUOE % AVI IBY Op 1S) ay io) Ge aehat GS 


LeRoy Long, Caddo, Chairman. 
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Address by Chairman. 

Hysteria and Allied Affections —J. D. Brazeel, Wagoner 
Management of Second Stage of Labor—A. Griffith, South Mc- 
Alester. 

Management of Difficult Labor—W. B. Bentley, Calvin. 
Paper—HEmory Lanphear, St. Louis. 


SUR GH RY 
Fortner, Vinita, Chairman. 
Address by Chairman. 
Appendicitis—J. R. Dawson, Afton 
Appendicitis, with cases—P. Donohoo, Afton 


Cases of Encysted Foetal Remains from Tubal Pregnancy—C. Bailey 
Bell, Vinita. 


Noma—G. W. West, Eufaula 

Burns—H. Please, Oologah. 

Management of Compound Fractures—B. Hatchett, Ft. Smith, Ark. 
How a Country Doctor Treats Cystitis—F.. S. Clinton, Tulsa. 
Suppurative Arthritis—F. M. Duckworth, Claremore 

Surgery vs. Medicine—R. I. Bond, Hartshorne. 

Paper—W. C. Graves, Hartshorne. 

Paper—H. N. Allen, South McAlester. 

Trauma of the Head—V. Berry, Wewoka. 

Cause and Treatment of Metatarsalgia, or “Metrous Toe,’—W. A. 
Daly, Wagoner. 

The Pathfinder—W. B. Pigg, South McAlester. 

Paper—J. N. Fain, Wagoner. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY, OTOLOGY, LARYNGOLOGY 


M. Moulton, Ft. Smith, Chairman. 


ii 
2. 


3. 
4. 
5. 


Address by Chairman. 

Wounds of the Hye and their Treatment—L. Haynes Buxton, Okla- 
homa City, Okla. 

Naso-Pharyngeal Fibro-Sacomo—Dr, Wear and Jones, Poteau. 
Practical Points in Glaucoma—W,. L. Solom, Oklahoma City, Okla. 


The Eye as an Index to the Affections of the Nervous System— 
Flavel B. Tiffany, Kansas City. 


The regular election of officers resulted as follows: 
President, Dr. LeRoy Long, Caddo. 

First Vice-President, Dr. Gardner, South McAlester. 
Second Vice-President, Dr. J. N. Fain, Wagoner. 
Secretary, Dr. Fred S. Clinton, Tulsa. 


The place of holding the next meeting of the Association brought about 
a pretty little fight. Wagoner, Muskogee, Vinita and South McAlester 
were presented for consideration of the members. On first ballot the vote 
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stood, Vinita 10, Wagoner 7, South McAlester 6, Muskogee 5. It was moved 
that all except Vinita be dropped and that it be declared the next meeting 
place. The vote on the motion stood fourteen and fourteen and the presi- 
dent having the casting of the deciding vote declared the motion had 
carried. However, there was some dissatisfaction and a motion to re- 
consider prevailed and Muskogee captured the prize. 


The convention was made up of workers. They went to work on 
their arrival and continued working until their departure. They were 
here for business and went about all matters in a business way. They 
are truly a representative body of gentlemen and it is an honor to any 
town to entertain them during their semi-annual meetings. 


APPENDIX F 


(1) Reference: The Daily Chieftain, Vinita, Indian Territory, June 5, 1901, p. 1, 
col. 1 (Oklahoma Historical Society). 


MEDICS MEET 


The 24th Semi-Annual Meeting of the Indian Territory Medical Associa- 
tion—Closes its Session, Many Interesting Papers were Read and Discussed, 
and Light Refreshments Served. Enchanting Music, Merriment and Song. 


The most successful and interesting meeting of the Medical Associa- 
tion of the Indian Territory held in this city, closed today. The attendance 
was large, and the papers and addresses of members was of a high order. 
At one o’clock yesterday the Association was called together in the 
Masonic Halil. The session was opened by a fervent prayer offered by 
the Rev. C. L. Browning, pastor of the Methodist Church of this city and 
the address of welcome on behalf of the Mayor and citizens of Vinita 
was made by Attorney Luman F. Parker, who in a short, happy strain 
welcomes the visitors to Vinita, and he was followed by Dr. Fortner, who 
on behalf of the medical profession of the place extended a cordial wel- 
come to the medical gentlemen in attendance. The response was made 
by Dr. J. N. Jackson, a prominent physician and surgeon of Kansas City. 
Dr. Jackson spoke flatteringly of the reception of the people of Vinita 
had extended to the visitors and complimented the town highly. 


After these preliminaries were through with, the business of the 
meeting began. After the reading of the minutes of the last meeting 
and the call of the roll, a number of papers were read and discussion 
followed. 


At 9 p.m. a gay throng of town people met the visitors at the hall, 
and with music and light refreshments the time was pleasantly spent 
until a late hour. 


(2) Reference: The Indian Journal, Eufaula, Indian Territory, June 14, 1901, 
p. 4, col. 2 (Oklahoma Historical Society). 


TERRITORY PHYSICIANS 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HAS CLOSED ITS MEETING AT VINITA 


Vinita, 1.T., June 8, The Indian Territory Medical Association has just 
closed an important semi-annual session here. The following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year: G. W. West, Eufaula, president; Louis 
Bagby, Vinita, vice-president; W. BE. Harley, Durant, second vice-president; 
Fred §. Clinton, Tulsa, secretary and treasurer. The next meeting will 
be held in Muskogee in December. 
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(3) Reference: The Stillwater Advance, June 12, 1902. 


South McAlester: The Indian Territory Medical Association closed its 
semi-annual session here. The usual technical subjects were ably dis- 
eussed and a great deal of time was used in discussing how the territory 
might be rid of quackery. The next meeting will be in Muskogee. Of- 
ficers were chosen for the ensuing year as follows: Fred S. Clinton, 
Tulsa, president; C. D. Frick, South McAlester, first vice-president; W. O. 
Shannon, Durant, second vice-president; R. H. Crabill, Wilburton, secre- 
tary and treasurer. 


(4) Reference: Journal of the American Medical Association, 1902, Vol. 39, p. 215. 


Indian Territory Medical Association—the thirty-seventh semi-annual 
meeting of this Association was held in South McAlester, June 4. The 
chief topic of discussion was regarding the best methods to drive quacks 
out of the territory. In the Choctaw Nation the examining board gives 
a severe written test for all applicants to practice, regardless of what 
credentials they may bring or how long they have practiced medicine 
elsewhere. Doctors refusing to take or failing to pass the examination 
are forbidden to practice, under penalty of expulsion from the Territory. 
Other nations are less rigid, and the tenor of the discussion was for 
more strictness. The following officers were elected: 


Dr. Fred S. Clinton, Tulsa, president; Drs. Charles D. Frick, South 
McAlester, and W. O. Shannon, Durant, vice-presidents, and Dr. R. J. 
Crabill, Wilburton, secretary and treasurer. The next meeting will be 
held at Muskogee. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 
1902 


We, undersigned committee on Credentials beg leave to report favorably 
on the following-named gentlemen: 


R. F. Miller, Sherman, Tex.; B. F. McClure, Witteville, 1.T.; B. D. 
Woodson, Monroe, I.T.; S. HE. Mitchell, Brooken, I.T.; J. B. Wear, Poteau, 
I.T.; W. M. Milton, Caddo, I.T.; W. W. Sames, Gowen, I.T.; R. S. Miller, 
Hartshorne, I.T.; Robert A. Lively, Durant, 1.T.; W. H. Horin, Hailey- 
ville, I.T.; T. S. Booth, Ardmore, I.T.; E, H. Chivers, Ardmore, I.T.; J. L. 
Jones, Wagoner, I.T.; Floyd E. Waterfield, Holdenville, I.T.; R. J. Crabill, 
McAlester, I.T. 


We ask for further time on applications of following named gentlemen: 


Willis M. Hunter, Vian, I.T., Wm. Cobb, Okmulgee, I.T.; Bascom J. 
Vance, Checotah, I.T.; Graham Street, South McAlester, I.T. 
(Signed) B. F. Fortner, Chmn. 


LeRoy Long 
W. A. Tolleson 
APPENDIX G 


Reference: Oklahoma Medical News-Journal, Volume XIII, Number 7 (July, 1905) 
Dp. L769; 


THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 
By Dr. E. N. Wright, Olney, Ind. Ter. 


The president’s address before the Indian Territory Medical association, 
at its annual meeting in Tulsa, I.T, June 20, 1905. 
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Gentlemen:—Appreciating the importance of the work to be accom- 
plished by us at this meeting of our association, I beg your leniency, and 
beseech your support, recognizing that co-operation is necessary to suc- 
cess. It is with a feeling of pride that we look back over a decade of 
years, and see our association struggling in its infancy, until today it 
stands equal in strength and importance to many of the state organiza- 
tions older than ourselves. Its members old and experienced, whose 
work is recognized by the best ability in the land, and members, though 
young in experience, able, conscientious, and ambitious for the highest 
standard of work. It is my hope that this meeting may give encouragement 
and zeal; and may map out such steps for a future organization that 
will combine unity and strength; and a standard of such excellence for 
the physician of the Indian Territory, that will be recognized the world 
over. 


We at this meeting occupy a very unique position, in that it is the 
transition period from Territory to Statehood. If anything is to be done 
towards uplifting our professional standing, and the protection of the two 
million souls, who will step into statehood with us before our next meet- 
ing, the beginning must be made now. 


The twin territories (Oklahoma and Indian Territory) are promised 
statehood about March, 1906, forming the State of Oklahoma, which I 
hope we will live to see. 


The physicians of Oklahoma Territory are living under laws created 
by the territorial legislature, which I understand are inadequate. The 
physicians of the Indian Territory are practicing under laws passed by 
congress for the protection of the profession and her people, which I must 
admit is absolutely inadequate, this being due, not so much to the law, but 
incompetency of some of the boards. To sustain this statement, I will 
state the conditions, and find if possible the cause for so much dissatis- 
faction existing among the physicians of this territory, and I must admit 
that they had a right to complain. When we go into statehood, we do not want 
to come under the Oklahoma Territory laws, and I am sure the physicians 
of Oklahoma do not want to come under ours. But I think we all will 
agree to come under one new state law. In order to accomplish this, I 
would suggest that we at this meeting make the first step looking towards 
organizing the two territorial associations into one, before the statehood 
bill passes, thereby getting unity of action, so that our committee on legis- 
lation may be organized for work. Hvery day we see around us the 
lawyers, business men, farmers and all other organizations, whetting their 
political axes to elect members from their respective ranks to protect their 
interests in the coming statehood organization, and what are the physicians 
doing? The strongest organization in the two territories, as they are in 
closer touch in their every day life than all others combined; sitting 
still doing nothing. From the foundation of the several states, and 
especially the establishing of the United States, the grandest country to- 
day, when she determined to stand independent, and so declared by the 
Declaration of Independence, we find among the signers Dr. Benjamin 
Rush, a man recognized for his great medical ability, also called to assist 
in the affairs of state, creating this great declaration; and just here I 
would state that this association could do nothing more befitting to 
his honor, as one of our profession than to demand that his name be 
placed in the Hall of Fame. 


We must lay aside all personal feelings, political and others. and get 
to work, to secure such laws in relation to the practice of medicine that 
will protect our people from quackery, and elevate our professional 
standard, that all other states may point to us with pride. Be not de- 
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ceived that this is au easy proposition; but it will call upon our every 
resource to accomplish it, Although it is interesting and instructive to 
hear the different articles that will be presented at this meeting, still 
I feel the importance of the work suggested is so great to us individually 
and collectively, that we can well afford to cut short the program and 
give most of the time to it. Every year we see through the press and 
journals, efforts being made in the different state legislatures, to correct 
and improve the laws relative to the practice of medicine, which shows 
to us their inadequacy. To obviate such work and expense upon our 
organization in the future, I think now is the time to work. There are 
several other matters, that were the conditions different, I should mention 
in this address; but since we are in this transitory state, they would be of 
no benefit. 


APPENDIX H 


Reference: The Oklahoma Medical Journal, June 5, 1893 (copies bound as Okla- 
homa Medical Journal—1893-96, in Library of Oklahoma Historical Society), 
pp. 49-51. 


A TERRITORIAL MEDICAL SOCIETY ORGANIZED 


Persuant to a call published in the April number of the Journal, the 
Physicians whose hames appear on another page met at the Commercial 
Club Rooms in Oklahoma City on Tuesday, May 9th, 1893 at 3:30 p.m, 
and organized, a Territorial Medical Society. The meeting was called 
to order by Dr. W. R. Thompson of Oklahoma City. Dr. E. O. Barker, of 
Guthrie, was elected temparary Chairman, and Dr. J. E. Fenelon, of 
Norman, temporary Secretary. 


On motion the Chairman was instructed to appoint a committee of 
five on permanent organization, 


Dr. T. A. Cravens, of Oklahoma City; Dr. J. A. Overstreet, of King- 
fisher; Dr. W. P. Camp, of Tecumseh; Dr. N. W. Mayginnes, of Stillwater; 
Dr. H. P. Halsted, of Guthrie, were appointed. 


On motion the chair appointed a committee on Constitution and By- 
Laws as follows: Dr. B. L. Applewhite, of Tecumseh; Dr. W. R. Thompson, 
of Oklahoma City; Dr. C. D. Arnold, of ElReno. Committee on permanent 
organization was given fifteen minutes in which to report; and reported 
as follows:—For President Dr. De Los Walker of Oklahoma City; Vice 
Presidents, Dr. H. P. Halsted, of Guthrie; Dr. J. C. Mahr of Tecumseh; 
Dr. J. A. Ryan, of Oklahoma City; Dr. W. H. Snow, of Norman; Dr. S. M. 
Barnes, of Stillwater. For Secretary Dr. C. D. Arnold, of El Reno; for 
Treasurer, Dr. E. J. Trader, of Council Grove. 


The report was adopted but afterward reconsidered and the number 
of Vice Presidents reduced to one, and Dr. H. O. Barker, of Guthrie elected 
to fill that office. 


Committee on Constitution and By-Laws recommended the adoption 
of the Constitution and By-Laws of the Indian Territory Medical Society, 
with some few changes. Report of Committee adopted, 


A Board of Censors as provided by the Constitution was appointed by 
the President, which consists of three members as follows; Dr. A. A. Davis, 
of El Reno; Dr. J. H. Fenelon, of Norman; and Dr. J. A. Overstreet, of 
Kingfisher, to serve one, two and three years respectfully. The Board of 
Censors then proceeded to pass upon the credentials of applicants for 
membership. The following named gentlemen applied for membership and 
were declared eligible: —W. H. Clutter, J. M. Carson, W. H. Snow, H, J. 
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Trader, N. W. Mayginnes, De Los Walker, J. R. McElvain, T. A. Cravens, 
J. A. Hatchett, H. P. Halsted, B. L. Applewhite, 8. M. Barnes, W. McKay 
Dougan, A. A. Davis, J. A. Overstreet, J. E. Fenelon, Jn Me Still CD: 
Arnold, A. H. Jackson, C. B. Bradford, F. S. Dewey, W. R. Thompson, 
E. W. Witten, J. A. Ryan, Harry Walker, J. B. Rolater, H. H. Black, 
EH. O. Barker. 


Committees on the different sections were appointed as follows:—On 
General Practice; Dr. J. A. Hatchett, Dr. T. A, Cravens, Dr. H. P. Halsted. 
On Surgery; Dr. J. A. Overstreet, Dr. W. R. Thompson, Dr. J. M. Still. 
On Obstetrics and Gynaecology; Dr. J. E. Fenelon, Dr. N. W. Mayginnes. 


The Oklahoma Medical Journal was adopted as the official organ of the 
Oklahoma Territorial Medical Society. 


A vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. Henry Will for the courtesy 
extended in the use of his hall for the meeting. 


Society then adjourned to meet at El Reno the first Thursday in 
November at one o’clock P. M. 


C. D. Arnold, De Los Walker, 
Secretary. President. 


APPENDIX I 
Reference: Journal of the American Medical Association, 1906, Vol. 46, p. 1778. 
MEDICAL NEWS—Oklahoma and Indian Territory Society Meeting. 


The Oklahoma and Indian Territory medical association held a joint 
meeting in Oklahoma City, May 7, 8 and 9, under the presidency of Dr. 
Newton N. Rector, Hennessey, president of the Oklahoma State Medical 
Association. The address of welcome was delivered by Dr. Archa K. West, 
Oklahoma City, and responded to on behalf of the Indian Territory Associa- 
tion by its president, Dr. Virgil Berry, Wetumka, and on behalf of the 
Oklahoma association by Dr. A. L. Blesh, Guthrie, chairman of the 
council. The house of delegates adopted a resolution that hereafter the 
rules and by-laws of the association conform with those of the American 
Medical Association. Dr. Jabez N. Jackson, Kansas City, Mo., guest of the 
association, delivered an address on the standing of the medical fraternity 
in the West, and on the future of the organization. The association adopted 
the title of Oklahoma State Medical Association, pending the union of 
Oklahoma and Indian Territory into one state. The following officers were 
elected: Dr. Benjamin F. Fortner, Vinita, I.T., president; Drs. Mahlon A. 
Kelso, Enid, Okla., Walter C. Bradford, Shawnee, Okla, and Floyd HE. 
Warterfield, Holdenville, I.T., vice-presidents; Dr. Eugene O. Barker, 
Guthrie, Okla., secretary and treasurer; and Drs. Fred §. Clinton, Tulsa, 
I.T., and John A. Hatchett, El Reno, Okla., delegates to the American 
Medical Association. The following councilors were elected: Drs. A. lL. 
Blesh, Guthrie, LeRoy Long, South McAlester, I.T., Franklin M. Duckworth, 
Claremore, I.T., Bascom J. Vance, Checotah, I.T., Eliphalet N. Wright, 
Olney, I.T., Ney Neill, Mangum, Oklahoma, Herbert P. Wilson, Wynnewood, 
I.T., Everett S. Lain, Weatherford, Oklahoma, James H. Medaris, Helena 
Okla., and Gregory A. Wall, Oklahoma City. Shawnee was selected as the 
next place of meeting, and $100 was subscribed for the relief of the 
physicians of San Francisco. 


<4, ey Fae 
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Northern District Medical Society: At a meeting of this society in 
Pryor Creek, Dr. William T. Tilley, Pryor Creek, was elected president 
and Dr. Robert H. Harper, Afton, secretary. 


Fifteenth District Medical Society: The physicians of the Fifteenth 
district met in South McAlester, June 30, on call of Dr. Bliphalet N. 
Wright, Olney, councilor for the central district, to organize a new society 
in conformity with the new arrangements under statehood. 


Tulsa County Medical Society: The physicians of Tulsa met July 7, 
with Dr. B. J. Vance, Checotah, Councilor for the Western District and 
organized a medical society on the standard plan with the following 
officers: Dr. J. C. W. Bland, Tulsa, president; Dr. W. Albert Cook, 
Tulsa, vice-president; Dr. C. L. Reeder, secretary, and Dr. C. T. Hender- 
short, treasurer. Drs. Kennedy, Hawley and Webb, censors. 


Twenty-sixth Recording District Medical Society: On June 8, a 
medical society was organized at Marietta by Dr. Herbert P. Wilson, 
Wynnewood, councilor for the Southern District. Of the twenty-four 
physicians in the district, twenty were present and were enrolled as 
charter members. The following officers were elected: Dr. A. E. Martin, 
Marietta, president; Dr. Benjamin §S. Gardner, Marietta, vice-president, 
and Dr. John D. Batson, Marietta, secretary and treasurer. 


Twenty-first Recording District Medical Society: At the meeting of 
the physicians of the Twenty-first recording district, held in Ardmore, 
July 19, Dr. Herbert P. Wilson, Wynnewood, councilor for the Southern 
District, presided and an organization was formed, to include the county 
in which Ardmore is situated when the counties are laid out for the new 
state of Oklahoma, The constitution and by-laws recommended by the 
American Medical Association were adopted. Dr. Philip H. Stephens 
Ardmore, was elected president; Dr. William T, Bogie, Ardmore, vice- 
president, and Dr. Robert H. Alvis, Ardmore, secretary and treasurer; 
Dr. Thomas S. Booth, delegate to the State Medical Society, and Dr. Jerome 
C. MecNees, Ardmore, alternate. 


Reference: Ibid., 1906, Vol. 47, p. 1588. 
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Twenty-third District Medical Association: A meeting for the organi- 
zation of this society was held in Coalgate, when the councilor for the 
eentral district, Dr. Eliphalet N. Wright, Olney, organized a society on the 
standard plan, with the following officers: President, Dr. Thomas J. Long, 
Atoka; vice-president, Dr. N. P, Skeen, Wapanucka, and secretary and 
treasurer, Dr. Leonard S. Willour, Olney (later of McAlester). 


PRESIDENTS OF THE INDIAN THRRITORY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


Name Postoffice Term of Office 
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HOT CMG TNE Dyers cee en. scons eect VAL el Meteo oe oon eee. earn 1889-1891 
4 VEY. Up avewaanoysQopals, Wilks) DJS pees een ceeeearce = Oklahoma City Sener ee 1891-1892 
DS IER Sa eTh o a1 01 (9 9 hep ote nee oe ee IME GATOS Gere renscneect renee 1892-1893 
PRATT CAS) EX OHLGGy Lye se cece ence eee WISKO SCC ree ner ne eee eee 1893-1894 
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Pee Mea @linkscales) M.D. Ax.-cecc espe WARGWHED),  Sebcay han cena eee ios ete 1896-1897 


50 Chronicles of Oklahoma 
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APPENDIX J 


THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
Washington, 25, D. C. 


Reference Department 
Serials Division 
November 24, 1947 


Dear Dr. Clinton: 


Your letter of November 17, 1947, has been referred to the Serials 
Division for attention and reply. 


A search of the Indian Chieftan, Vinita (Indian Territory), Oklahoma 
for the period 1885-88 fails to locate any reference to the Indian Territory 
Medical Association. 


I regret that due to the press of official work more time cannot be 
devoted to your request. However, I have listed below certain Oklahoma 
newspapers and periodicals available in Oklahoma libraries which may 
contain the information about which you inquire. 


Indian journal. Weekly, daily. HBufaula. 


The Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma City, has an incomplete 
file for 1876-1892. 

Cherokee Advocate. Weekly. Tahlequah. 
The Oklahoma Historical Society has an incomplete file for 1870- 
1906. The University of Oklahoma at Norman, has an incomplete 
file from 1873-1906. 

Phoenix. Daily. Muskogee. 
The Oklahoma Historical Society has 1904 to date. 

Southwest Journal of Medicine and Surgery. Published by the Okla- 
homa State Medical Association at various times at Oklahoma City, 
El Reno and Guthrie. Ran from 1893-1922. No file located in 
Oklahoma, but the U. S. Surgeon General’s office, Washington, 
D.C., is credited with a complete file. 


We have talked to the National Archives, here in Washington and 
were informed that additional information is available in the Indian Office 
Archives there. I am therefore referring your letter to that office for 
further attention. 

Very truly yours 
A. B,. EVANS 
Chief, Serials Division 


The Indian Territory Medical Association ol 


Dr. Fred S. Clinton 


THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
Washington, D. C., 


Dec, 24, 1947 
Dr. Fred S. Clinton 


230 Hast Woodward Bouleward 
Tulsa 5, Oklahoma 


My dear Dr. Clinton: 


The National Archives has received by reference from the Library 
of Congress your letter of November 17, 1947, concerning the history of the 
Indian Territory Medical Association. We have also today received your 
letter of December 16, 1947, concerning this matter. 


A careful search of the records of the office of Indian Affairs and the 
Office of the Secretary of the Interior in the National Archives has failed 
to reveal any reference to this organization in these files. The files 
show that the practice of medicine in the Indian Territory was governed 
by the laws of the several Indian nations of the Territory. The records 
further show that any inquiries received by the Office of Indian Affairs or 
the Office of the Secretary of the Interior concerning the practice of 
medicine in the Indian Territory were referred to the Indian agent at 
Muskogee. It is therefore suggested that, if you have not already done 
so, you address inquiries to the Oklahoma Historical Society, Historical 
Society Building, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, which has custody of the 
records of the Five Civilized Tribes, and to the Five Civilized Tribes Agency 
of the Office of Indian Affairs at Muskogee, Oklahoma, which has custody 
of the records of that agency since its establishment. 


It is regretted that we have not been able to be of more assistance 
than this to you in connection with this matter. 


Very truly yours, 
Herman Kahn, Director 
Natural Resources Records Division 
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References: JOURNAL OF AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


1897 vol. 29 page 250 Semi-annual meeting of Indian Terr. M.A., election 
of officers 


1898 30 1001 Okla. Terr. M.A., notice of meeting with ist of 
papers 
1244 Indian Terr. M.A., notice of meeting 
1481 Indian Terr. M.A., reg. semi-annual meet., election 
of officers 
929 Indian Terr. M.S., mentioned under list of medical 
societies entitled to representation at A.M.A. 


1899 32 1312 Indian Terr. M.A., notice of meeting 
33 1489 Okla. M.A., semi-annual meeting 

1900 34 1669 Indian Terr. M.A., meeting, election of officers 
a5) 5 758 Indian Terr.—appointments 


1646 Indian Terr. 24th semi-annual meeting 


52 
1901 36 
37 
1902 38 
39 
1903 40 
41 
1904 42 
43 
1905 44 
45 
1905 vol. 45 
1906 46 


47 
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Chronicles of Oklahoma 


1412 Okla. M.A., 9th annual meeting 

1575 Indian Terr. M.A., annual meeting 

1799 Indian Terr. M.A., annual meeting, election 0 
officers 

335,842 Oklahoma state news 

1011 Oklahoma practice laws (Queries & Minor Notes); 
practice of medicine in Territory of Oklahoma 

1265 Oklahoma Terr. M.A., coming meeting 


‘pe * 


51 Oklahoma County (Okla.) M.A., 2nd meeting and 
officers 

521 Indian Territory news items 

215 Indian Territory M.A., 37th semi-annual meeting— 
topic of discussion best methods to drive quacks 
out of territory 

216 Oklahoma M.A., 10th annual session 

444 Indian Terr. M.A., 27th semi-annual meeting—im- 
portant business of reorganization in conformity 
with recommendations of A.M.A. 


598 Oklahoma Terr. M.A., annual meeting, election of 
officers 

1157 New Oklahoma law regulating medical practice in 
that territory 

1667 Oklahoma M. Soc. 11th annual meeting 

1786 Indian Terr. M.A., 23rd semi-annual meeting, elec- 
tion of officers 


-1038 Indian Terr. Northern District M. Soc. organized 


721 Indian Terr. practice of medicine in, requirements 
(Queries & Minor Notes) 

13865 Oklahoma Terr.—news items 

1373 Oklahoma State M. A., reorganization 


1904 Medical practice act of Indian Territory 


410 Indian Territory report 

484 Oklahoma—news items 

882 Indian Territory—medical news 

652 Indian & Oklahoma Terr. M.A., decide to hold joint 
meeting 

930 News items—Oklahoma—(1 in particular) charter 
issued July 31, 1905 to Oklahoma State M. A. 

1416 Oklahoma—news items 


page 1807 Indian Territory—news items 


441,965,1295 and 1706 Oklahoma—news items 

889, 1618 Indian Territory—medical news 

295 Indian Territory 16th District M. Soc. organized 

Indian Territory M.A., votes to merge with Okla- 

homa M.A. 

1630 Oklahoma M.A., resolution on minimum fee of $5.00 
for examination 

1778 Oklahoma and Indian Terr. M.A., joint meeting 
May 7, 8 & 9, 1906 

517, 1496, 1749 Oklahoma—news items 

715 Indian Terr. M. Soc. notices of various meetings 

1588 Indian Terr. 23rd District M.A., organized 
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If available in your local public or medical library, See also Polk’s Medical 
Directory, 1890-1906 where you will find Laws, Societies and Officers., 
of the Indian Territory Medical Association. 


APPENDIX L 
NOTES ON EPWORTH COLLEGE OF MEDICINE, OKLAHOMA CITY 


The Methodist Churches sponsored the Epworth University of Okla- 
homa City, and it sponsored the Epworth College of Medicine from 1904 to 
1910, when it was by negotiation transferred into the University of Okla- 
homa School of Medicine. 


See University of Oklahoma Bulletin, “History of Medical Education in 
Oklahoma,” from 1904-1910, By H. Coulter Todd, A.M., M.D., F.A.C.S., L.L.D., 
published by the University, Norman, Okla., April 28, 1928. 


HISTORY OF MEDICINE 


This is an exact copy of this faculty from the catalogue for 1905 and 
1906: 


T. C. Jones, M.A., L.U.D., Acting President of University. 
A. K. West, M.D., Professor P & P of Medicine, Dean of Faculty. 
H. Coulter Todd, A.B., M.D., Professor of Descriptive & Surgical 


Anatomy, Secretary of the Faculty. 


W. J. Jolly, M.D., Professor of Surgery. 

L. Haynes Buxton, M.D., Professor of Ophthalmology. 

U. L. Russell, M.D., Professor of Gynaecology. 

R. T. Edwards, M.D., Professor of G.U. & Skin Diseases. 

F. C. Hoopes, M.D., Professor of Rhinology and Otolaryngology. 

L. A. Riley, A.M., M.D., Professor of Pathology, Histology & Bacteriology. 

H. Coulter Todd, A.B., M.D., Instructor Clinical Surgery. 

L. A. Riely, M.A., M.D., Instructor Clinical Medicine. 

J. A. Reck, M.D., Instructor Hlectro-Therapeutics. 

W. T. Salmon, M.D., Instructor Clinical Ophthalmology. 

E. S. Ferguson, M.D., Instructor in Minor Surgery. 

Wm. T. Boyd, M.D., Professor Materia-Medica, Therapeutics & Toxicology 

J. B. Rolater, M.D., Professor Clinical Surgery. 

R. T. Schaefer, M.D., Professor Obstetrics. 

R. M. Howard, M.D., Ass’t to Surgery. 

W. A. Fullington, M.D., Ass’t to Chair of Anatomy & Demonstrator. 

W. A. Lytle, M.D., Ass’t to Chair of Anatomy & Demonstrator 

In 1906 and 1907, the school established a full four years course and 
had students in all the classes. The general catalogue for this year, 
however, only gives the names of the Dean, A. K. West, M.D., and the 
Secretary, H. Coulter Todd, A.M., M.D., the Medical catalogue cannot be 
found. 

In 1907, Epworth College of Medicine became a separate corporation 
_ from Epworth University, each member of the Corporation paying $1000.00, 
with which the Angelo Hotel on the northwest corner of 6th & Broadway 
was purchased for $19,000.00, rebuilt and equipped for the Medical School. 
The following men were among those who entered the Corporation paying 


$1,000.00 each: 


An D>) Youngs, M.D. U. L. Russell, M.D., 
R. F. Schaefer, M.D., J. W. Riley, M.D., 

A. K. West, M.D., i. S. Ferguson, M.D., 
E. F. Davis, M.D., W. J. Wallace, M.D., 
Meet. Blesh) M.D; Horace Reed, M.D., 
L. H. Buxton, M.D., W. J. Jolly, M.D., 
EO» Lodd, M.D, R. M. Howard, M.D., 
Pe A. Riley, MD. J. M. Postelle, M.D., 
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C. W. Williams, M.D., ¥. C. Hoopes, M.D., 
Hon. A. H. Classen W. J. Boyd, M.D., 
Hon. C. B. Ames. 
Directors 

L. H. Buxton, M.D., President 
W. J. Jolly, M.D., Vice-President 
A, K. West, M.D., Dean 
U. L. Russell, M.D., Treasurer 
E. S. Ferguson, M.D., Secretary 

Publication Committee 
A. W. White, M.D., A. D. Young, MDs 


H. Coulter Todd, M.D., 


After the purchase of the building at 6th & Broadway, which was 
remodeled with the Class Rooms and Laboratories well equipped for 
teaching, Epworth College of Medicine grew with great rapidity. None of 
the students’ tuitions was paid as salary to any of the teachers. Their 
services were given free. All the money from tuition was put into equip- 
ment so that the school became quite creditably maintained in its labora- 
tories and other appointments. 


APPENDIX M 
OUR NEIGHBORS 


Distinguished medical men from the States were always welcome by 
the Indian Territory Medical Association. This policy was a look far 
ahead. It was the exercise of foresight and care for the future. These 
successful students and teachers of medicine brought mental or spiritual 
light and professional knowledge to help our patients and the communities. 
Many even joined from other states. The names of a few will be recalled 
from memory. Dr. H. Moulton, Fort Smith, Ark.; Dr. B. Hatchet, Fort 
Smith, Ark.; Dr. St. Cloud Cooper, Fort Smith, Ark.; Dr. Simon B. Lang- 
worthy, Leavenworth, Kan.; J. P. Kaster, M.D., Chief Surgeon, Santa Fe 
Railway, Topeka, Kan.; HE. F. Yancey, M.D., Chief Surgeon, M.K.&T. Ry., 
Sedalia, Mo.; From Kansas City, Mo. came John Binnie, A.M., M.B., C.M., 
Prof. Surg. Pathology and Clinical Surgery, Kansas City, Medical College; 
Thomas J. Beattie, M.D., Clinical Professor of Gynecology, Kansas City 
Medical College; A. H. Cordier, M.D., Professor of Abdominal Surgery, Uni- 
versity Medical College; H. C. Crowell, M.D., Clinical. Gynecology, University 
Medical College; Andrew L. Fulton, M.D., Professor Clinical and Operative 
Surgery, Kansas City Medical College; George Halley, M.D. Professor of 
Principles and Practice of Clinical Surgery, University of Medical College; 
Arthur Hertzler, A.M., Ph.D., M.D., Professor and Demonstator of Histology 
and Pathology and Bacteriology, University Medical College; Jabez N. Jack- 
son, A.M., M.D., Professor of Surgery, University Medical College, and 
President of the American Medical Association 1927; John Punton, M.D., 
Professor of Nervous and Mental Diseases, University Medical College, 
Kansas City, Mo.; Robert T. Sloan, A.M., M.D., Professor Clinical Medicine 
and Practice, Kansas City Medical College; Flavel B. Tiffany, A.B, MDa 
Professor Ophtholmology, University Medical College; Jacob Block, M.D., 
Called “The Prince of Diagnosticians’, S. A. Grantham, M.D., Bone Surgery, 
Joplin, Mo. From St. Louis, Mo.: George W. Cale, Jr., Chief Surgeon, Frisco 
Railway; Harvey G. Mudd, M.D., Professor Fractures and Dislocations and 
Clinical Surgery, Washington University: Ellsworth S. Smith, M.D., Pro- 
fessor of Medicine, Washington University; F. W. Floyd, St. Louis, Mo.; 
Emery Lanphear, M.D., St. Louis, Mo.; Charles M. Rosser, M.D., Dallas, 
Texas, Attending Surgeon, Baylor University Hospital; James A. Foltz, 
M.D., Chief Surgeon, Ft. Smith & Western R.R., Ft. Smith: Bacon Saunders, 
M.D., Chief Surgeon, Fort Worth and Denver, Col., and Wichita Valley 
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R. R.’s, Professor of Surgery and Clinical Surgery of the Medical Depart- 
ment of Fort Worth University, Texas. 


All of these men, without exception, so far as I know contributed 
their time, abilities, and expenses, which was a practical, generous, and 
invaluable aid, in those important days of beginnings. 


The above is just a sample list, many others made their contributions 
also. ES:C- 
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and members of the staff of the Oklahoma Historical Society for helpful 
cooperation and search. 


ohana 


56 Chronicles of Oklahoma 


JUNIOR COLLEGES IN OKLAHOMA 
By Frank A. Balyeat* 


The junior college movement in Oklahoma dates back before 
World War I. In fact, the past quarter-century includes the rise 
and development of most of these schools,—public, church, and 
private. In general, the State schools have been the most permanent 
and steady in their growth. The local, public schools have been 
called ‘‘municipal,’’ though this term is not accurate, since it is the 
district and not the town in it that controls the school. The group 
of municipal schools, upper growth of the high schools in these 
towns, has witnessed too little planning and resultant uncertainty 
and instability. Church schools, of avowed junior college nature, 
have been few, though several denominational colleges have at some 
time or other confined their offering to the lower division. Private 
ventures in the junior college field have been almost absent from 
the Oklahoma picture. 


With the rounding out of the first quarter-century of junior 
colleges in Oklahoma the time has come to shape this movement into 
a planned program. So far little attempt has been made in long- 
range planning cr in legislation to make the junior colleges an inte- 
eral part of secondary and higher education. <A brief review of 
what we now have at this level of schooling and how the present 
situation arose should be helpful in planning for the critical years 
just ahead. 


We find three kinds of these schools: (1) municipal (the local, 
public schools) junior colleges, of one or two years offering, parts 
of the district systems of towns; (2) State schools, usually serving 
a fairly well-defined region and designed, in the main, for special 
types of schooling; and (3) independent institutions, including church 
and private schools. Numerically they come in the order just named. 


Municipal Junior Colleges 


Since the Muskogee Junior College began in the fall of 1920 a 
total of 35 Oklahoma towns have extended their local schools up- 
ward by offering one or two years of college work. Always there 
was the intent of offering the second year as soon as there was suf- 
ficient demand. Most of these schools have been small, often too 
small for effective work or continued existence. Their rise has 
sometimes been due to prevailing conditions, economic or other, and 
in part to the ambition or energy of a dean, superintendent, board of 
education, or chamber of commerce. 


* Dr. Frank A. Balyeat is Director of Adult Education, Extension Divisi 
University of Oklahoma, at Norman, Oklahoma.—Ed. oem 
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The accompanying map shows their geographical distribution 
and their relation to State and church colleges. Location has much 
to do with the need for a municipal junior college and the resultant 
support. This table shows the time when these schools began, how long 
continued, and the years when each operated: 


DATES OF ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION OF MUNICIPAL 
JUNIOR COLLEGES 


1935-1938 


1920-1924 1925-1929 1930-1934 
1. Chickasha (1) *1. Altus (23) 1. Chandler (3) *1, Carnegie (6) 
1924-25 1925-48 1933-36 1938-42 & 1946-48 
a lke COniise 4) *2. Bartlesville (18) 2. Drumright (3) 2. Dunean (5) 
1924-25 1927-43 & 1946-48 1934-37 1937-42 
3. Frederick (7) *3. Bristow (12) 3. Henryetta (1) *3. El Reno (10) 
1922-25 & 1938-42 1928-29, 1933-42, 1932-33 1938-48 
*4. Hobart (15) & 1946-48 4, Holdenyille (6) 4. Hollis (1) 
1923-25 & 1935-48 4. Okemah (11) 1933-36 & 1939-42 1937-38 
5. Lawton (3) 1926-28 & 1933-41 5. Sapulpa (10) *5,. Mangum (9) 
1922-25 5. Okmulgee (21) 1932-42 1937-44 & 1946-48 
6. McAlester (3) 1926-47 *6, Seminole (17) 6. Oklahoma City 
1922-23, 1925-26, 6. Ponca Ciiy (1) 1931-48 (Capitol Hill) 
& 1930-31 1929-30 7. Wewoka (3) (10) 1935-45 
*7 Muskogee (28) 1933-35 & 1946-47 7. Pawhuska (2) 
1920-48 *8. Weiumka (12) 1936-38 
8. Pauls Valley (4) 1932-37, 1938-43, 8. Pawnee (3) 
1924-28 & 1946-48 1935-38 
9. Woodward (14) *9. Poteau (7) 
1932-44 & 1945-47 1935-37 & 1943-48 
10. Pryor (1) 
1938-39 
*11. Sayre (6) 
*Starred towns are operating municipal 1938-42 & 1946-48 
junior colleges in the spring of 1948. 12. Shidler (7) 
1936-43 


For convenience these 35 municipal schools are grouped under 
four lists, as shown in the table. Hach column is for a five-year period 
except the fourth, which concludes with 1938, the last year that any 
of them was organized. Between 1920 and 1938 only three years 
(1921, 1929, and 1930) did not add at least one. The figures in 
parentheses following the name of a town shows the number of years 
that it had a junior college, not always continuously, and the dates 
below show the years when it maintained such a school. 


In the first five years eight towns organized junior colleges. 
Two of these, Chickasha and Lawton, necessarily discontinued soon, 
due to nearness of State schools. Both Frederick and McAlester made 
more than one effort before giving up. Elk City quit at the end of 
one year and Pauls Valley continued four years. Only two of the 
eight existed at the beginning of 1925-26. Of this group only Hobart 
and Muskogee are operating in the spring of 1948, the latter resuming 
in 1935 after a lapse of ten years. 
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Six new schools were started in 1925 to 1929. Four of these are 
operating today and the fifth closed at the end of 1946-47 after 
running for 21 years. Altus, starting in 1925, is second only to 
Muskogee in length of existence. Ponca City tried only one year; 
Okemah, in two attempts, ran for a total of 11 years. Bartlesville 
and Bristow both shut down during the war but have been in opera- 
tion since 1946. Okmulgee, one of the pioneers in Oklahoma, dis- 
continued in 1947 when the local A & M College branch increasingly 
eared for some of the need previously met. 


The half-decade of depression saw nine new schools begin, only 
two of which still exist. Four of them were short lived, Henryetta 
closing at the end of the first year and Chandler, Drumright, and 
Wewoka operating three years each, the last named after two tries. 
Holdenville, with six years, and Sapulpa, with ten, made longer 
efforts. Woodward operated a total of fourteen years, but did not 
re-open after being closed by a tornado in the spring of 1947. Wetum- 
ka made its third start in 1946 and is still operating. Of this group 
only Seminole has had continuous existence. 


The four-year period of 1935-1939 was the most prolific, twelve 
schools starting then. Four of them are running in 1947-48, though 
not all of them having had continuous existence. Only Hollis and 
Pryor closed after one year, Pawhuska ran two years, and Pawnee 
closed after a three-year trial. Duncan, with five years, Oklahoma 
City (Capitol Hill), with ten, and Shidler, with seven, all closed 
with the opening of the war and have not re-opened. Carnegie, 
Mangum, Poteau, and Sayre all resumed within the past five years 
and are still operating. Only El Reno of this group, has existed 
continuously from date or organization. 


The peak of the junior college growth, so far as number of 
schools was concerned, came in 1938-39, though the next two years 
were very close seconds. War threats and attending conditions 
caused another slight drop and the number continued to decrease 
until it reached a low of seven in 1945-46. Post-war conditions raised 
it to fifteen in 1946-47, with a drop to twelve in the current year. 
What the immediate future will be with respect to number and size 
of municipal junior colleges will depend upon economic conditions 
and on the ability of senior colleges to instruct and house those who 
wish to attend, especially the veterans and the young women. Also, 
the effectiveness of work done by each of these schools will play a 
large part in holding students through the first year and into the 
second and in attracting new students. 


The terminal concept of municipal junior college work is growing 
slowly in Oklahoma, more slowly than in some other states. Both 
at home and at the senior colleges, whither most of these students are 
now bound, the idea prevails that this study, conveniently and less 
expensively done nearer home, is but to prepare for second or third 
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Sa of college work or for vocational training to be done elsewhere 
ater. 


These municipal junior colleges have sometimes been substandard, 
due to smaller enrellment than will permit effective work. Accord- 
ing to the reports of the State Department of Education up to and 
including 1943-44, the enrollments ran from 10 to 287, the latter 
figure being that of Altus in 1948. Several schools reported at some 
time or other fewer than 20 enrolled, usually those schools that were 
short lived. Sometimes these were in the smaller towns or in those 
fairly convenient to state or church colleges. The average enrollment 
for all the reports for the years included was about 70 and the 
median a little over 40. The relatively large number of little schools 
lowered the median significantly below the average. 


For nearly two decades these municipal junior colleges operated 
without any explicit legal sanction, but with obvious public approval. 
The senior high school building has been shared, as has the staff, 
the expense being proportioned. The college share has been borne 
by tuition. In the past two years veterans have made up a large 
part of the enrollment in most of these schools, the federal money 
received being largely responsible for the existence and the size of 
some of them. When economic depression or when crowded con- 
ditions in the four-year colleges makes it difficult to attend schools 
further away from home, these local schools serve both their own 
districts and surrounding areas in caring for many who can not get 
into State or church schools or who ean not afford to attend them. 


In 1939 permissive legislation was enacted by the State. The 
bill merely legalized the practice of nearly twenty years. In recent 
legislatures some attempt has been made to get a beginning of State 
aid for these schools. Sentiment has grown in favor of this assistance 
and apparently the development of a systematic program and im- 
provement of standards are needed before argument can be made 
sufficiently convincing to secure the needed and deserved State help. 


In the beginning of this movement the recognition of credits 
earned was assured by advance approval of instructors and of brary 
and laboratory facilities by the departments concerned at either the 
Oklahoma A & M College or the University of Oklahoma. Later a 
committee of three, made up of a faculty member from each of these 
institutions and a member from the State Department of Education, 
loosely supervised these local schools and provided a plan for recog- 
nition of their credits. In the spring of 1946 a committee of ten 
was organized to accredit and supervise the municipal, church, and 
private junior colleges of Oklahoma. It consists of two members 
from each of the two institutions mentioned above, appointed by 
their presidents; two from the staff of the Regents for Higher Hdu- 
cation; and two from the State Department of Education. These 
eight choose a superintendent from each of two towns then operating 
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a junior college. These ten visit public as well as church and private 
schools annually or oftener, if needed, to make recommendations as 
to acerediting and strengthening their work. 


State Junior Colleges 


Very early in the history of the State, Oklahoma provided 
regional schools for the training of youth in the agricultural, me- 
chanical, business, and domestic arts. At that time these schools 
were designed to supplement the inadequate high school opportunities 
in many parts of the State. 


The First Legislature provided that as soon as possible such a 
school should be established in each of the judicial districts. Soon 
the Panhandle District was added, making six of these regional 
schools of secondary rank. Upper elementary grades were included 
and high school work was added as the enrollment demanded. 


Two of these schools did not outlive the first decade of state- 
hood. Connell, at Helena, and Haskell, at Broken Arrow, were of- 
ficially closed before offering any college work. The Panhandle 
College grew through junior college status and the Highth Legis- 
lature changed its name and nature to that of a degree granting 
college. That left three of the original six. 


These three continued to grow and gradually to drop their 
lower grade offerings, becoming regional secondary schools, specializ- 
ing in the lines needed by boys and girls from the farms and not 
adequately or conveniently served by high schools. The offerings 
gradually rose to include some at the college level. 


In 1922 the Murray State School of Agriculture, at Tishomingo, 
was given legal junior college status. In the next five years the 
other two were thus officially designated. These were the Cameron 
State Agricultural College, at Lawton, and Conners State Agricul- 
tural College at Warner, near Muskogee. These have continued to 
function as junior colleges and have served especially in the areas 
of subject matter and for the regions for which they were planned. 
To these services have been added that of arts and science offerings 
to accompany the specialized training and for pre-professional prep- 
aration. 


Besides these three agricultural schools, two other State junior 
colleges have been added, but under different circumstances. Both 
of them began as schools of mines. Opening in 1910 as the Okla- 
homa School of Mines, the school at Wilburton ran until World War 
I, when its doors were closed until 1920. Then it opened again, this 
time to train discharged veterans in the practical arts. Through 
the 1920’s it struggled intermittently, always with uncertain future. 
In 1927 the legislature gave it a four-year college status again. Its 
nature was stabilized by the Seventeenth Legislature and for nearly 
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a decade it has operated as Eastern Oklahoma Agricultural and 
Mechanical College. 


___ The school at Miami began in 1919 as the Miami School of Mines, 
its name changed in 1925 to Northeastern Junior College. For the 
first twenty years it was governed by a separate board but in 1939 
was placed under the Board of Regents of the State Colleges. In 
1943 it came under the Board of Regents for Oklahoma Agricultural 
and Mechanical Colleges and is now directed by that body, as are 
the schools at Lawton, Tishomingo, Warner, and Wilburton. Its 
ae is now Northeastern Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical 
ollege. 


Northern Oklahoma Junior College, at Tonkawa, has the oldest 
total existence of any of Oklahoma’s junior colleges. It began in 
1901 as the University Preparatory School, as which it ran for nearly 
two decades. In 1920 some college work was added and in 1941 it 
was legally established as the Northern Oklahoma Junior College. 
Business and other practical arts are stressed. 


The Oklahoma Military Academy, at Claremore, began in 1909 
as the Hastern Oklahoma Preparatory School, changing in 1919 to a 
military academy with both high school and junior college divisions. 
Only boys are admitted and the work is designed to give both military 
training and varied work in the first two college years, as well as in 
high school. Like the school at Tonkawa, it has its own governing 
board. : 


As one reads these condensed reviews of the seven State colleges 
now operating, he is struck with the fact that through the years 
Oklahoma has not definitely planned a program of public junior 
colleges. Not one of them started as a junior college. For various 
reasons and through varied and uncertain experiences, they have 
come to fill a valuable and important place in the State’s educational 
plan. The time has come when Oklahoma’s experience and that of 
other states should be utilized in careful, long-range planning to fit 
the present facilities into the pattern of what will be needed for the 
years ahead. 


Independent Junior Colleges 


From time to time several of the church schools in Oklahoma, 
both in territorial days and since, have really been junior colleges. 
Some of them grew through that status into degree-granting schools. 
Others have discontinued upper division work and have become 
junior colleges in fact, if not in name. 


At Durant the Oklahoma Presbyterian College for Girls served 
the Indian girls at the junior college level. In recent years it has 
become a dormitory for these girls, transporting them for their 
instruction to Southeastern State College. 
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St. Gregory, near Shawnee, has instructed boys and men at 
various levels of work, changing upward and downward through the 
years. At one time it gave four years of college work, then for 
several years was listed as an accredited junior college. Recently 
only secondary work is offered. It is a Catholic institution. 


At Tulsa, Monte Cassino was established as a junior college for 
girls, a branch of the Catholic College for Girls, located at Guthrie. 
No college work is given at present. 


Bacone College began in 1880, operating first at Tahlequah and 
then at Muskogee. Its level of offering has been up and down 
through the years, at one time including four-year programs. It 
serves Indian boys and girls of many tribes from several states. 
Since 1927 it has definitely been on a junior college basis. It is 
controlled by the Northern Baptist Board. 


Pentecostal Holiness College, at Oklahoma City, and Apostolic 
College, at Tulsa, have begun since World War II. They are working 
toward accredited status. 


The Spartan School of Aeronautical Engineering, at Tulsa, is 
the only private junior college in Oklahoma. It gives vocational 
training and is accredited for the first two years of work in aero- 
nautical engineering. 
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GEORGE ALLEN HENSHAW 


1867-1947 
By Charles Evans 


Oklahoma evolved into a state of the American Union in 1907, 
with a setting of 70,012 square miles, and a population of 1,414,177 
(census of 1907), never having been equalled by any other ter- 
ritory in taking its place in the Union. Rich in its soil and its 
hundreds of villages, towns, and cities, a Territorial University, an 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, fair public schools, modern 
churches and homes, it had everything out of which to make a great 
state. Other states had their eyes on Oklahoma, when the men chosen 
from the two territories—ninety-nine Democrats, one Independent, 
and twelve Republicans—one hundred twelve in all, met in Guthrie 
November 20 ,1906, to frame a constitution for the forty-sixth State 
of America. 


With distinct pride to every Oklahoman, the electors of these 
Territories met every demand resting upon them. Perhaps no con- 
stitutional convention meeting at any time in America to develop a 
fundamental instrument of government for a state ever sent so many 
devoted and competent men into a convention as did the voters of the 
two Territories in their election of delegates to frame their funda- 
mental law. Out of this group, the State of Oklahoma chose its 
leadership in the subsequent development of the state: Charles N. 
Haskell, from Muskogee, as the first governor; Robert L. Williams, 
of Durant, its first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and as third 
governor, who led the state through the period of World War I; 
Henry Johnston, from Perry, was made governor in 1927; William 
H. Murray, the president of the Constitutional Convention, served 
as governor from 1931 to 1935. If further proof than this, if any 
were needed that any man who sat in the Constitutional Convention 
of Oklahoma in 1906 and 1907 was sitting among powerful leaders of 
modern statecraft, it could be found in many more delegates who 
served as members of its Supreme Court, as Members of its State 
administrations, as State Senators and representatives in the lower 
house of the Legislature, and many entering high places in the Fed- 
eral Government in subsequent years. Truly, those who entered this 
Constitutional Convention had a right to believe that destiny had 
marked them as a distinct factor in an important field. 


District No. 107, now embracing Marshall County, Oklahoma, 
chose to represent it at this Constitutional Convention a young 
attorney, George Allen Henshaw. Born in Stonefort, Illinois, Oc- 
tober 2, 1867, he attended the public schools of Illinois and at nine- 


teen entered an academy at Crab Orchard in that state. Though 
he had his eyes upon the law as a profession, he taught school in 
Williamson County and adjoining territory for several years until 
he entered Indiana College of Law, then a department of Valparaiso 
University in Valparaiso, Indiana, completing his law course in 1894. 
He practiced law for six years in Illinois, keeping for his residence 
Carterville, but doing most of his practicing in Marion, the county 
seat of Williamson County. Here in this region he remained until 
1900. The new country of the Indian Territory attracting the am- 
bitious young attorney, he came to the town of Madill, now the 
county seat of Marshall County, Oklahoma, and took up his resi- 
dence and practice there in 1900. 
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He at once showed splendid character and leadership. He had 
served on the school board of Carterville, Illinois, and his neighbors 
in Madill, finding him deeply interested in education, placed him on 
the Board of Education and in time made him president of that body. 
Revealing a splendid aptitude for civic leadership and standing in 
the vanguard of the best attorneys of the Indian Territory, his people 
sent him to assist in making the Constitution of the new state. The 
leaders among the constitution makers at Guthrie knew him as a man 
of character and an attorney of splendid worth. He made friends 
with such men as Murray, Haskell, Williams, Johnston, Hayes, Led- 
better, and other delegates. 


Out of this confidence, which he kept through the years as a 
sacred trust even to the end of his life, he received from Murray, the 
President of the Convention, the chairmanship of the Legal Ad- 
visory Committee. He performed his duties with such efficiency 
and power that he passed from the Constitutional Convention with 
the reputation that made him Assistant Attorney General under 
Charles West, and Counsel to the State Corporation Commission ix 
1907. Also, he was placed on other committees of value, one of whick 
was given the task of setting up the boundaries and forming the 
counties of the future state. When it came to the naming of the 
county composing his territory, he submitted to the Committee tha’ 
it be called Marshall County in honor of the name of his mother— 
Elizabeth Ellen Marshall (Henshaw), who was a collateral kin t 
John Marshall, Chief Justice of the United States, and of Thoma: 
Marshall, a Judge and Congressman from Kentucky. 


George A. Henshaw made such a splendid success of the worl 
of Assistant Attorney General and counsel to the Corporation Com 
mission that there was a call from the people for him to bring hi 
knowledge of corporations and practices into the State Corporation 
Commission. He made the race on the Democratic ticket for member 
ship on this Commission and was elected in November, 1910. Takin; 


his place in January 1911, he served with distinction until Januar 
LOT Te 
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Among the many constructive measures dealing with corpora- 
tions doing business in the state through the years as Corporation 
Commissioner, he assisted in drafting and pushing through depart- 
ments of the State government oil and gas conservation rules, regu- 
lations and statutes which have protected Oklahoma even to this 
time from the wasting of oil and gas, running into many millions 
of dollars. He asked for and obtained assistance in this work from 
leaders at that time in the state engaged in the development of oil 
and gas, such as Mr. C. E. Burlingame, of Bartlesville, W. B. Pine, 
of Okmulgee, Wirt Franklin, Ardmore, and C. J. Wrightman, of 
Tulsa, now of Ft. Worth, Texas. 


The work of the State Corporation Commission while Mr. Hen- 
shaw was a member in shaping a modern code of laws for the develop- 
ment and control of the vast oil, gas, and pipeline interests in Okla- 
homa was so important that a brief outline of the men and events 
relating thereto is in order. 

At the latter part of the administration of Governor Lee Cruce 
and the first years of the succeeding administration—that of Gov- 
ernor R. L. Williams—the State of Oklahoma began a tremendous 
growth in wealth, enterprise, and population that soon demanded 
that its natural riches be not only properly developed, but closely 
guarded. The oil industry grew by leaps and bounds and goon there 
was an immediate need for a code of laws relating to oil and gas 
conservation and setting strict limits upon individuals and corpora- 
tions engaging in the development of the oil industry in Oklahoma. 


Mr. Henshaw had since his beginning as a member of the State 
Corporation Commission in January, 1911, for his co-worker the 
other able member of the Commission, Col. J. EH. Love. Soon after 
the term of Governor Williams began in 1915, he appointed on 
April 30, Honorable W. D. Humphrey to succeed a former member, 
A. P. Watson. Mr. Humphrey had shown pronounced leadership 
as mayor of Nowata four times in succession from 1903 to 1906, and 
in that year resigned his mayorship to take his place in the Consti- 
tutional Convention from District 58, where he served through the 
Convention on important committees. 


Just at the time when important jurisdictional questions in- 
volving power of the Commission were still being determined, Gov- 
ernor Williams appointed as a member of the Corporation Com- 
mission to take the place of Col. Jack Love, who died in June, 1918, 
Mr. Arthur Lee Walker, who had attracted the attention of the 
governor and the whole state upon his understanding and peculiar 
power to get at the very heart of needed legislation on the oil and 
gas industry. The Legislature of 1915 passed, on March 30, 1915, 
an Act entitled: ‘‘To Conserve Natural Gas in the State of Okla- 
homa, to prevent waste thereof, provided for the equitable taking 
and purchase of same, and conferring authority on the Corporation 
Commission and prescribing penalty for violation of same, and re- 
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pealing certain acts and declaring an emergency,’’—Mr. Walker, 
who at that time was Secretary to the Speaker of the House, was 
appointed to organize the Oil and Gas Conservation Department of 
the Corporation Commission. Here the real team work of Henshaw, 
Humphrey, and Walker was begun, and, though Henshaw left the 
Corporation Commission in 1917, still his influence carried over into 
the code of laws whereby the waste of gas and oil was curbed; where 
provision was made for their conservation, and for the apportion- 
ment of any excess of gas supply; regulating the purchases of oil 
and gas and for fair treatment, and setting forth how hearings be 
fore the Corporation Commission should be conducted on these mat- 
ters and providing for appeals to the Supreme Court for review, 
and for the Commission to make rules or regulations as to the waste 
and protection of all natural gas, and to employ or appoint such 
agents with the consent of the Governor. Mr. Walker was elected 
in November, 1918, to succeed himself as a member of the State 
Corporation Commission for a term of six years, and resigned in 
January, 1923. Mr. Henshaw, Jack Love, W. D. Humphrey, and 
Arthur Lee Walker together caused the framing of a code of laws 
for regulation and development of the oil and gas industry of Okla- 
homa which influenced other states, and whose practical values have 
been adopted by other Commissions and Legislatures. 

In 1917, Mr. Henshaw did not stand for re-election for a place 
on the Corporation Commission. He entered into the practice of law 
in Oklahoma City and at the same time gave close consideration to 
investments in oil enterprises. He gave advice and legal direction to 
his sons, who were deeply interested in the oil fields of Oklahoma 
and Texas. 


No higher tribute has ever been paid an attorney and citizen 
in Oklahoma than the one George Allen Henshaw received in 1924, 
when he was called out of his law practice and business world to 
be named joint receiver with the late John W. Shartel of the Okla- 
homa Railway Company. This company had served Oklahoma City 
through the years in the control of its city streetcar system and now 
in 1924 it was faced with disaster. Federal Judge Franklin E. 
Kennamer ordered this railway system into receivership. But a mere 
receivership, just any sort, would not solve the problem. The re- 
celvership must be conducted so that the Oklahoma Railway Com- 
pany would not only be kept alive, but would make money. The 
big question was—how could this be done? Judge Kennamer de- 
cided two men could do this job: John W. Shartel, formerly general 
manager of the system, who was familiar with the property, and 
the other man must be—using a quotation from Harlow’s Weekly, 
‘“‘A large caliber business man whose experience was broad and who 
possessed an understanding of the fundamentals of the public utilities 
business—and that man was George Allen Henshaw.’’ These two 
men were appointed receivers and taking charge of the interurban 
city and bus lines in Oklahoma City and adjoining territory, brought 
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the Oklahoma Railway Company in three years, back to its stock- 
holders with all interest paid on $6,500,000.00 of bonded debt, and 
added $575,000.00 to capital account and had placed $432,000.00 in 
eash in the company’s strong box. . 


In 1930, he again took up his law work, but soon found great 
interest in the gubernatorial campaign, since his Constitutional 
Convention friend, William H. Murray, was making the race for 
governor. Mr. Henshaw was given high command in the Murray 
headquarters and had much to do in landing Murray in the gover- 
nor’s chair in 1931. He was honored by Murray by being appointed 
to the District Court bench of the 18th Judicial District of Oklahoma, 
July 20, 1933. His record shows in this court that in less than a 
year as District Judge he, through his protective work and decisive 
action, rendered nine hundred seventy-three final judgments, passed 
three thousand eighty motions and demurrers, and more than seven 
hundred motions and temporary matters specially set. Through 
his service on the bench, no more than ten appeals to the Supreme 
Court were made. 


In 1934 his friends urged him to make the race for Supreme 
Court Judge from the Supreme Court Judicial District No. 3. He 
yielded to their views and made the race, but lost. He went back 
to his law office and to a leisurely and delightful home life. 


The annals of the family relationship of Judge Henshaw are 
simple but strong. His paternal grandfather was James Henshaw, a 
member of the Quaker colony of Winston, North Carolina. His 
grandmother was Carolyn Robinson (Henshaw), a descendant of 
good Tennessee farmers. To this union was born Carrol Henshaw, 
the father of Judge Henshaw, September 22, 1832, who married 
Hlizabeth Ellen Marshall (Henshaw), whose father was John Mar- 
shall of Tennessee, and whose mother was Nancy (Bray) Marshall. 
Te this union was born the following children: 


William Riley Henshaw, born November 3, 1851; John A. Henshaw, 
born April 14, 1854, and died November 7, 1870; Sarah EH. Hen- 
shaw, born March 18, 1862, died January 17, 1878; James I. 
Henshaw, born January 15, 1865, living at Madill, Oklahoma 
(county judge of Marshall County, Oklahoma); Mary E. Henshaw, 
born February 21, 1872, died July 1, 1898; George Allen Henshaw, 
the subject of this sketch, was born October 2, 1867, died March 
6, 1947; and Francis Marion Henshaw, born January 1, 1870, now 
living in Oklahoma City at 1319 Classen Boulevard. 


George A. Henshaw’s first marriage was to Nettie EH. Anderson, in 
Golconda, Pope County, Illinois, February 6, 1888. Nettie EH. Hen- 
shaw died October 1, 1912, and is buried in Fairlawn Cemetery, 
Oklahoma City. His second marriage was with Lillie Duvall Hays, 
September 15, 1915, in Oklahoma City, the widow of Mr. Morgan J. 
Hays, a business man of Ardmore, Oklahoma, who died December 
2, 1910, in Ardmore, Mrs. Lillie Duvall Henshaw has been a teacher 
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in Roosevelt Junior High School, Oklahoma City, for many years, 
and lives at 1200 North Hudson, Oklahoma City. 


There were no children by the second marriage, but from his 
first there were six children, two of whom, Myrtle Henshaw, born 
August 1, 1890, and Herman Henshaw, born September 17, 1891, 
died in infancy. 

His oldest living child, Walter Anderson Henshaw, was born 
February 26, 1893, and is now living in San Antonio, Texas. He 
enlisted in World War I, in the Air Corps, and was mustered out in 
1918 as a lieutenant. His first wife was Dorothy Walsh of St. 
Louis by whom he had two children, a son, Walter, Jr., and a daugh- 
ter, Florence. Walter Jr. served in World War II. His second 
marriage was to Frances Allen of Walters, Oklahoma, to whom was 
born George A. Henshaw, III. 


George Allen Henshaw, Jr., his second son, was born in 1896 
and died at San Angelo, Texas, April 28, 1933. He married Donnie 
Pulliam, by whom he had two children, now living with their mother 
in San Francisco. He entered World War I in the Machine Branch 
of the Aviation Division, and was mustered out in 1918, as a leu- 
tenant. 


Paul Anderson Henshaw was born January 1, 1899, and, as has 
been said, is living in San Antonio, Texas, and with his brother is 
engaged in the oil industry. He served in the Second World War, 
reaching the rank of Major in the Maintenance Division. His first 
marriage had been to Vivian Wells of Oklahoma City, and by her he 
had one child, Betty Ann Henshaw. Betty Ann Henshaw married 
Karl Zwick, and they have two daughters, whose nameg are Paula 
and Trudy. Mr. and Mrs. Zwick live in San Antonio, 922 Monte 
Boulevard. 


The youngest member of the family of Judge Henshaw was a 
daughter, Ada Henshaw, born August 2, 1901, and who died Novem- 
ber 19, 1917, while attending Lindenwood College, St. Charles, 
Missouri. She is buried near her mother and father in Fairlawn 
Cemetery in Oklahoma City. 


In his relationship with society, Judge Henshaw found great 
comfort in his church and in his lodge. In his early married life 
he joined the Presbyterian Church, and remained in that denomina- 
tion until 1915, when, with his second wife, he took up membership 
in the First Christian Church, Oklahoma City. The Independent 
Order of the Odd Fellows of Oklahoma paid him the great tribute 
of making him Grandmaster of the State Lodge in 1910. 


No genuine movement for good in Oklahoma Cit 
l y and the state 
but what received the best tribute he could render. Thus runs the 
story of one of God’s good men. He numbered his friends by his 


ieee uiances and in his death, Oklahoma lost one of its eminent 
citizens, 
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APPENDIX 


It has been my observation after watching the development of 
the State of Oklahoma since its beginning and adding to this a broad 
contact with the two territories before statehood, that the present 
generation and even many of the historians of the past progress of 
the State have not given a proper evaluation to the character, the 
dignity, and the service of the members who composed the Constitu- 
tional Convention. 


Dr. Herbert Gambrell, in an article published in the Chronicles 
of Oklahoma, Vol. 16, No. 2, under the title of ‘‘The Founding of 
the Philosophical Society of Texas’’, points out with admirable style, 
that those Texans who composed the official body that framed the 
Constitution of The Republic of Texas, and men who, like Houston, 
Mirabeau B. Lamar, Anson Jones, Rusk, Kaufman, and others, gave 
their best to the founding of Texas, developed a devotion from their 
people that kept them public servants of Texas in high places long 
after Texas entered the Union in 1845. 


It has been set forth here that associated with Henshaw were 
men who afterward were governors of this commonwealth, as Has- 
kell, Williams, Johnston, and Murray. For the sake of the record 
that future generations may have this, a brief list of the men en- 
tering this Constitutional Convention and coming out of it served the 
State in future years, there is offered here a brief statement point- 
ing out state official positions and services concerning certain mem- 
bers of the Constitutional Convention : 


Royal J. Allen (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 20, p. 285), born October 5, 
1865, in Collin County, Texas; died January 26, 1942, at Muskogee, Okla- 
homa; Constitutional Convention from District 93, Duncan, I. T.; at the 
beginning of statehood was appointed Member of the State Board of Af- 
fairs and served as Chairman until 1911, and afterwards served his city 
and county and state in various capacities. 


Henry E. Asp (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 1, p. 256) born in 1856 in 
Illinois; died July 4, 1923; Constitutional Convention from District 25, 
Guthrie; General Attorney for Santa Fe Railroad in Oklahoma; credited 
with inserting in the Constitution provision that Capital of the State 
would be at Guthrie until 1913. 


William E. Banks (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 8, p. 133), born July 19, 
1848, Springdale, Arkansas; died June 18, 1915 in Jackson County, Okla- 
homa; Constitutional Convention from District 51, Post Office, Hess, O.T.; 
Member of the First Legislature of Oklahoma; Baptist preacher for twenty- 
seven years. 


George Norton Bilby (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 23, p. 181) born in 
Ottumka, Iowa, 1868; Constitutional Convention from District 6, Alva; 
served as State Health Commissioner 1931 to 1935. 


Charles W. Board, born near Butler, Missouri in 1872; died Sept. 20, 
1947 at Okemah, Oklahoma; Constitutional Convention from District 73; 
Register of Deeds, Okfuskee County 1907 to 1913; State Senator, Okfuskee 
County, 1913-1919; President Pro-tem of Senate, 1917; in 1924 became head 


70 Chronicles of Oklahoma 


of the oil and gas division of the State School Land Commission and served 
until July, 1945 when he voluntarily retired from public life. 


0. H. Brewer; Constitutional Convention from District 77, Webber Falls; 
member Oklahoma State Farm and Loan Department, 1908-10; Postmaster 
of Muskogee; County Judge, Muskogee County 1926 to 1933; District Judge 
from Muskogee District serving his fourth term. 


James Shannon Buchanan (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 8, p. 353) born 
October 14, 1864 at Franklin, Tenn.; died March 20, 1930, Norman, Okla- 
homa; Constitutional Convention from District 34, Norman; Dean of Arts 
and Sciences, Oklahoma University, 1908-1923; President of Oklahoma Uni- 
versity, 1923-25. 


Henry L. Cloud, born Nov. 5, 1874, Tahlequah, I. T.; educated at Chero- 
kee Orphan Asylum and two years at Willie Halsell College; teacher and 
licensed preacher; Constitutional Convention from District 23, Wellston, 
O. T.; member of Ninth Legislature 1923-24 from Kingfisher County; Tenth 
Legislature, 1924-25 from Oklahoma County, District No. 1. 


J. H. N. Cobb (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 12, p. 244) born December 14, 
1858, Highland County, Virginia; died July 31, 1928, Sapulpa, Oklahoma; 
Constitutional Convention from District No. 67, Creek County; Food Ad- 
ministrator during World War 1; member of Local Exemption Board, 
Creek County, World War 1. 


Riley Copeland (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 22, p. 478), born in Chero- 
kee Nation, I. T., Dec. 10, 1860 died June 2, 1942, at Grove, Oklahoma; Con- 
stitutional Convention from District 62, P.O. Fairland; State Game De- 
partment 1915-1919; in State Highway Department as Maintenance Super- 
intendent over several counties in Northeastern Oklahoma 1931-35. 


Joseph John Curl (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 16, p. 180) born July 23, 
1868, Bristol, Hngland; died March 22, 1934 at Cleveland, Ohio; located at 
Bartlesville in 1904 and organized Almeda Oil Co.; built Almeda Hotel 
and owner and operator of street car and interurban lines in and around 
Bartlesville; Constitutional Convention from District 57. 


William Samuel Dearing (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 18, p. 206) born 
Oct. 8, 1865 at Harrison, Boone County, Arkansas; died Jan. 8, 1940, at 
Thomas, Oklahoma; Constitutional Convention from District 44, com- 
prising about three-fourths of Custer County; member of Board of Control 


of the Asylum at Fort Supply 1907-10; member of House of Representatives 
of the Fourth Legislature 1913-14. 


William Henry Hdley (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 14, p. 127) born Jan. 
20, 1860, in Warren County, Kentucky; died May 27, 1935, near Copan, 
Washington County, Oklahoma; Constitutional Convention from District 
53, Fletcher, O. T. and later moved to Wyoming, where he was appointed 
Receiver of Public Moneys and Special Disbursing Agent. 


Albert H. Ellis, born Dec. 17, 1861, Shelby County, Indiana; came to 
Territory in 1889; Constitutional Convention from District 14, Orlando; 
Vice-president of the Convention; member and speaker pro-tem of House 
of Representatives, 1907-08. 


Charles C. Fisher (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 22, p. 471) born Dec. 16, 
1867, Lenox, Jowa; died June 15, 1944; Constitutional Convention from 
District 39, Hinton P. 0.; member of First Legislature of Oklahoma from 
Caddo County; School Land Inspector and Appraiser; First Legislature of 
Oklahoma; Inspector of the Federal Land Bank 1924-34. 
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C. O. Frye (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 6, p. 94) born Nov. 2, 1854, died 
August 17, 1913; Postmaster of Sallisaw from 1897 to 1913; Constitutional 
Convention from District 84; after a brief intermission, postmaster at 
Sallisaw, where he served until his death. 


Neil B. Gardner, born October 12, 1875, Independence, Henderson 
County, Tennessee; Constitutional Convention from District 91, Stigler, 
P. O.; Superintendent of State Orphans Home, Pryor, 1905- 1923; member 
of State Board of Education 1931-35. 


James Clinton Graham (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 8, p. 135), born in 
Springtown, Texas 1870; died August 21, 1921 at Marietta, Oklahoma; 
Constitutional Convention from District 106, Marietta; First State Senator 
from District composed of Carter, Love and Murray Counties; member 
House of Representatives, from Love County, at time of death. 


James A. Harris (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 25, p. 300), born July 26, 
1876, died April i6, 1947; Constitutional Convention from District 71, 
Wagoner; in 1908-09 was Treasurer of the Republican State Committee, 
and in 1910 Chairman of that organization; Republican National Com- 
mittee 1912-16; State Republican Committee 1920-21, and again a mem- 
ber of the National Committee in 1920-24. 


Pete Hanraty (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 11, p. 875) born Dee. 14, 
1864 in Blantyre, Scotland; died Sept, 7, 1932; came to Territory in 1883; 
Constitutional Convention from District 90, South McAlester; Chief Mine 
Inspector of Oklahoma 1907-11; Mayor of McAlester May 1910 to May 
1912 and at the time of his death was in service of the State. 


Ben F. Harrison, born Jan. 21, 1875; educated at Wapanucka Institute 
and Trinity College, North Carolina, A.B. Degree; Constitutional Conven- 
tion from District No. 88, Calvin, P.O.; First and Second Legislatures 
1907-09; Secretary of State of Oklahoma 1910-15; Member Fifth Legisla- 
ture 1915-16; Seventh Legislature 1918-19; Highth Legislature 1921; State 
Budget Officer in 1923; re-appointed to same office 1927 serving until 1931. 


John B. Harrison (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 25, p. 302); born April 
10, 1861 in Anderson County, Kentucky; died April 12, 1947, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma; settled at Cheyenne in the Territory in 1903; County At- 
torney, Roger Mills County 1894-98; Constitutional Convention from Dis- 
trict 45, Sayre P. O.; Member Supreme Court Commission 1911-14; As- 
sistant Attorney General, State of Oklahoma 1914-18; Justice Supreme 
Court of Oklahoma 1918-29; Chief Justice 1921-22. 


Charles N. Haskell (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 11, p. 890), born in 
Putnam County, Ohio, March 13, 1860; settled at Muskogee, Indian Ter- 
ritory in 1901; devoted himself to the upbuilding of Muskogee; assisted in 
developing industries, etc.; Constitutional Convention District 76, Mus- 
kogee; first Governor of Oklahoma 1907-11; In 1908 he headed the Okla- 
homa delegation to the National Convention at Denver; and for a while 
was Treasurer of the National Democratic Committee; delegate to the Dem- 
ocratic National Convention in 1928; Governor Haskell remained active in 
political and social affairs of Oklahoma until his death. At his death 
tribute was paid him by the Oklahoma State Senate, in Resolution No. 25, 
of which Henry S. Johnston was Chairman. 


A. L. Hausam (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 9, p. 490) born Oct. 19, 1866 
at Wilkesbarre, Pa.; died Dec. 29, 1926 in Wagoner County, Oklahoma; 
made the run in 1889, settling on a claim near Guthrie; came to Coweta, 
Wagoner County, in 1901; farmer; Constitutional Convention from Dis- 
trict 70; elected as County Commissioner, Wagoner County, 1922, and was 
serving as Chairman of that Board at the time of his death. 
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Samuel W. Hayes (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 19, p. 309), born Sept. 
iy, asses) EY, Hunteviile, Arkansas; died March 14, 1941, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma ; Constitutional Convention from District 85, Chickasha; elected 
Justice of Oklahoma Supreme Court 1907; Chief Justice 1913-14; member, 
Board of Regents, Oklahoma University 1919; member, leading law and 
Civic Groups of Oklahoma City; elected Most Useful Citizen of Oklahoma 
City in 1939; in 1988 he was made a member of Board of Directors of the 
Federal Reserve Bank of the Tenth District; President, Oklahoma City 
Chamber of Commerce 1940, serving until his death. 


Francis E. Herring (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 16, p. 507), born March 
2, 1860, Hill County, Texas; died Sept. 15, 1938, Elk City, Oklahoma; cow- 
boy, rancher, merchant; owner of stores at Elk City, Foss, Hammon, and 
other Oklahoma towns; Constitutional Convention from District 46; gave 
much time and money to development of Elk City. 


Philip Bernard Hopkins, (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 9, p. 216), born 
June 1, 1862, Binghamton, New York; died December 14, 1921, Muskogee, 
Oklahoma. Hlected, independent of Party affiliation, to Constitutional 
Convention from District 75. Active in the early day building program of 
Muskogee; aided in developing the transportation system of the city; 
trusted employee of the Dawes Commission, having a major part in the 
enrollment of the Creeks; resigned from the Commission in 1903, to be- 
come vice-president and manager of the Canadian Valley Trust Com- 
pany, a banking institution at Muskogee; leader in the development of the 
oil industry in Oklahoma and Texas. 


W. Bartlett Hudson (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 10, p. 147), born June 
8, 1865, LaGrange, Indiana; died January 7, 1932, Henryetta, Oklahoma; 
delegate Constitutional Convention from District 79; served as City Treas- 
urer and as a member of the City Council of Henryetta; member of Okla- 
homa Tax Commission from Jan. 21, 1931 to the time of his death. 


William C. Hughes (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 16, p. 511) born October 
24, 1869, Georgetown, Missouri; died March 22, 1938, Ada, Oklahoma; 
Constitutional Convention from District 28, Oklahoma City; Hughes County 
was named for him; Clerk of the Oklahoma County Superior Court 1907; 
Chairman State Board of Affairs 1931-1935. 


Walter D. Humphrey (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 20, p. 430) born March 
5, 1876, Richlands, North Carolina; died August 1, 1942, Tulsa, Oklahoma; 
Constitutional Convention from District 58, Nowata; resigned as Mayor 
of Nowata during his fifth term; appointed to the State Corporation Com- 
mission in 1915; elected to that office in 1916, serving as Chairman in 
1918; Chairman, Oklahoma State Tax Commission 1931-1935; Chief HEx- 
aminer for Federal Communications Commission 1935-1937; chosen as 
Principal Attorney for said Commission in 1937, a place he held until the 
time of his death, performing valuable services, while so engaged. 


T. O. James (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 14, p. 129) born Jan. 15, 1863, 
Dodgerville, Wis.; died July 8, 1934, Des Moines, N. Mex.: Constitutional 
Convention District 1, Guymon; served on several important committees. 


Henry S. Johnston was born at Evansville, Indiana, Dec. 30, 1870; 
County Attorney, Noble County 1901-4; Constitutional Convention District 
17, Perry; Chairman Democratic Caucus, State Constitutional Convention; 
member and President Pro-tem of First Oklahoma Senate, 1907-8; Nomi- 
nated twice to United States Congress 1908 and 1914; Governor of Okla- 
homa 1926-29; State Senator from District 10 1933-35. 


Cham Jones, born in Fannin County, Texas June 1, 1872; Constitutional 
Convention District 101, Ryan; member State House of Representatives 
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from Jefferson County 1910-12; elected to office of District Judge, District 
15, 1914; resigned in 1923 to accept appointment on Oklahoma Supreme 
Court Commission, where he served four years; member of the Twelfth 
and Thirteenth Legislature of Oklahoma from Stephens County; Assistant 
Attorney for State Corporation Commission 1935-37; appointed District 
Judge for Stephens and Jefferson Counties in August 1937 where he still 
serves (Nov. 26, 1945). 


Matthew John Kane, born Nov. 28, 1863, Niagara County, N.Y.; died 
January 2, 1924; Constitutional Convention District 37, Kingfisher; elected 
Justice Supreme Court of Oklahoma Sept. 1907; Chief Justice 1909-12; re- 
elected and served 1917-29; delegate to Universal Congress Lawyers and 
Jurists, St. Louis, 1904; Hlector, Hall of Fame, New York University. 


Wade Hampton Kornegay (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 18, p. 92), born in 
Duplin County, North Carolina, Apr. 17, 1865; died Nov. 19, 1939, Vinita, 
Oklahoma; Constitutional Convention from District 59, Vinita; served as 
Member of the Supreme Court of Oklahoma, 1931-32. 


J. Howard Langley (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 15, p. 359), born July 
8, 1867, McDonald County, Missouri; died Oct. 27, 1985; Constitutional Con- 
vention District 65, Pryor Creek; named “Mayes” county in honor of dis- 
tinguished Cherokee family; aided in all public projects for good of the 
state; secured land rights for the site of Spavinaw Lake; elected Justice 
of Supreme Court of Cklahoma District 1, 1930, but for reasons of his 
health resigned on Feb. 2, 1931; Chairman of Board appointed by Attorney 
General of Oklahoma in 1934 to aid in the building of three power dams 
on Grand River. 


Miles Lasater (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 7, p. 350), born Jan. 8, 1872, 
Palo Pinto County, Texas; died Mar. 11, 1929, Wichita, Kansas; Constitu- 
tional Convention District 94, Pauls Valley; member Text Book Commis- 
sion 1968; prominent Newspaper Publisher of Pauls Valley; member Board 
of Control, Training School for Boys, Pauls Valley, 1908; State Insurance 
Commissioner, 1909; at the time of his death he was president of the 
Federal Land Bank, Wichita, Kansas, also a director of the Equitable Life 
Insurance Company of New York City, N.Y. 


T. J. Leahy (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 12, p. 240), born May 6, 1868, 
Osage Mission, St. Paul, Kansas; died Mar. 3, 1934, Pawhuska, Oklahoma; 
Constitutional Convention District 56, Pawhuska; in 1926, at request of 
Osage Tribe, he was appointed as Special Assistant United States Attorney 
General to assist in the prosecution of Osage Tribe murder cases. 


Walter A. Ledbetter (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 12, p. 236); born March 
9, 1863, Fayette, Texas; died January 25, 1934; Constitutional Convention 
District 103, Ardmore; Chairman of Judiciary Committee of the Con- 
vention; took prominent part in bringing the state capital to Oklahoma 
City; Life Member, Oklahoma Historical Society; Member of Board of 
Directors; served as Vice-President of Board; member special committee 
to supervise planning and building of the Historical Building. 


Benjamin Floyd Lee, born Raymond, Hinds County, Mississippi in 
1867; Constitutional Convention District 110; Supt. State Orphanage 1908- 
09; Asst. State Auditor 1911-13; Manager mail order drug business 1914-16; 
Manager Farmers’ Cooperative Store, Okla. City 1917-18; Active in a 
“municipal campaign 1917-18 to establish a Commission form of Govern- 
ment for Oklahoma City which carried; Mayor in Mississippi; Delegate 
| from Indian Territory Democratic Party to welcome Bryan on his return 
‘from Europe in 1908; now a resident of Washington D. C. 
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William C. Liedtke, born Feb. 13, 1882, Coesfield, Texas; came to Ter- 
ritory in 1904; Judge of the Superior County, Pittsburg County, 1913-16; 
Constitutional Convention District 83; now engaged in practise of law in 
Tulsa. 


William N. Littlejohn (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 5, p. 423), born Dec. 
22, 1845 in South Carolina; died June 6, 1927 at Gordon, Adair County, 
Okla.; enlisted in Confederate Army on Feb. 26, 1862 and served until the 
war was over in the spring of 1865; elected District Clerk of Flint District 
and Circuit Judge of Flint District; Constitutional Convention District 78; 
at statehood was elected County Judge of Sequoyah County and re-elected 
for a second term. 


Isaac Benjamin Littleton (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 10, p. 302) born 
in 1843, Wilkes County, Ga.; died Feb. 7, 1925; interred in Tecumseh Ceme- 
tery; enlisted and served in the Confederate Army during the entire Civil 
War; at opening of Pottawatomie Reservation he filed on claim near 
Harlsboro in 1891; Constitutional Convention District 32. 


Edward Oughten McCance (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 9, p. 113), born 
Sept. 16, 1874, McMinn County, Tenn.; died May 12, 1915, Silver City, New 
Mexico, where he had gone for his health; Constitutional Convention Dis- 
trict 5, Mutual; represented Woodward County in State Legislature at 
time of his death. 


Charles Morgan McClain (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 7, p. 347); born 
April 18, 1840, at Osceolla, St. Clair County, Mississippi; died January 22, 
1915, at Purcell, Oklahoma. Enlisted in the Confederate Army and served 
until the close of the Civil War, when he removed to Texas, engaging in 
the Mercantile business at Gainesville until 1885, when he removed to the 
Indian Territory. Constitutional Convention District 86; elected register 
of deeds McClain County, which county was named for him; appointed 
chief assistant to the State Game and Fish Warden on January 13, 1915. 


John Charles Major (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 16, p. 506), born May 
20, 1868, Albion, New York; died January 30, 1937; Constitutional Con- 
vention District 7, Granton; member First Legislature of Oklahoma; 
Sheriff, Major County, 1913-15; County Treasurer, Major County, 1915-19; 
served four years as School Land Examiner and Appraiser, 1915-19, by 
appointment of Governor Williams. 


C. C. Mathies (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 6, p. 95), born May 3, 1850, 
Gadsden, Alabama; died Jan. 7, 1915, Wister, Okla.; Constitutional Con- 
vention District 100, Monroe; served as Representative from LeFlore 
County in First and Second Legislatures; appointed postmaster, Monroe, 
by President Cleveland, where he served about twenty years; County Com- 
mission District 2, Leflore County, Jan. 6, 1913 to Jan. 4, 1915. 


Charles L. Moore (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 15, p. 502), born June 2, 
1868, Fulton County, Hlinois; died Oct. 14, 1937, Oklahoma City; Con- 
stitutional Convention District 13, Enid; served ag Assistant Attorney 
General under Attorney General Charles West, 1907-18; assisted in or- 
ganizing the Oklahoma Savings and Loan Association of Enid and Okla- 
ened and served in that organization the last twenty-two years of 

is life. 


William Henry Murray, born Collinsville, Texas, Nov. 12, 1869; Lawyer, 
Writer, Editor; legal advisor to Governor of Chickasaw Nation 1898-1901; 
Constitutional Convention District 104, Tishomingo; chosen President of 
the Convention; Chairman First Democratic State Convention of Okla- 
homa, after statehood, 1907; Speaker House of Representatives, 1907-09; 


ere Mm 


George Allen Henshaw 75 


delegate-at-large, Democratic National Convention 1908-12-16 and 1932; 
member 63rd and 64th United States Congress, 1914-16; Governor of Okla- 
homa 1931-35; Chairman Oklahoma Code Commission 1931-41; author of 
numerous books. 


Dr. Everett G. Newell (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 19, p. 422) born Jan. 
10, 1870, Nevada, Mo.; died Dec. 17, 1930, Yale, Oklahoma; Delegate, Con- 
stitutional Convention District 19, Yale; Supt. State Hospital, Supply, 
1908-15. 


Gabe EK. Parker, born in Choctaw Nation, Sept. 29, 1878; teacher; 
Constitutional Convention District 109, Academy; Register of U. S. 
Treasury, 1913; Supt. Five Civilized Tribes 1915-21; designed Great Seal 
of Oklahoma. 


James Jones Quarles (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 19, p. 245), born May 
5, 1862, Lafayette County, Miss.; died Feb. 11, 1941, Pawhuska, Oklahoma; 
Constitutional Convention District 56, Fairfax; member Board of Regents 
Cklahoma Preparatory School, Tonkawa, 1907-11; member State Board 
of Public Affairs, 1910-11; Supt. Boys Training School, Pauls Valley, 1931- 
35. 


Silas Marion Ramsey (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 14, p. 130), born Dec. 
5, 1845, Lewis County, Mo.; Register of Deeds, Pottawatomie County, Jan. 
1, 1897 to Jan. 1, 1901; Constitutional Convention District 30, Tecumseh; 
under-sheriff Pottawatomie County, Jan. 1, 1921 to Jan. 1, 1925. 


Clement V. Rogers (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 8, p. 461), born Jan. 
11, 1839, Going Snake District, I. T.; died Oct. 28, 1911; Constitutional 
Convention District 64, Claremore; father of celebrated Will Rogers; 
long and distinguished services rendered in development of churches, 
schools and government of the Cherokee Nation, 1878-1908; Rogers County 
is named for him. 


Joel Mason Sandlin (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 19, p. 106), born Sept. 
6, 1878, Hartselle, Alabama; died Apr. 7, 1940, Duncan, Oklahoma; Con- 
stitutional Convention District 22, Prague; Private Secretary to Governor 
Chas. N. Haskell; Judge, Superior Court of Logan County, 1909-11; mem- 
ber, State Board of Education, 1915-29. 


James Waite Swartz, born May 6, 1873 in Springwater, Livingston 
County, New York; served in Spanish-American War, First Illinois Cavalry, 
Troop H; Constitutional Convention District 61; County Attorney, Culber- 
son County (Van Horn), Texas, 1934; Assistant County Attorney, Miami, 
Oklahoma; President, Miami School Board, 1914-17; for past several years 
has resided at Van Horn, Texas. 


Fred C. Tracy was born Jan. 17, 1868, Rochester, Illinois; came to 
Territory 1885; Constitutional Convention District 2, Beaver; member 
Board of Trustees, Beaver, 1914-24; member, Beaver School Board 1924-32; 
member of committee of twenty-one, proposing amendments to Oklahoma 
Constitution, 1931; member, State Text Book Commission, 1933; County 
Attorney, Beaver County, 1936-41; and again from July 1942 to present 
date (Aug. 25, 1947). President, Bank of Beaver. 


Carlton Weaver, (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 25, p. 410); born Aug. 25, 
1881; died Aug. 17, 1947, Wilburton, Okla.; came to Ind. Ter. 1899; Con- 
stitutional Convention District 87; publisher Latimer County News Demo- 
crat, 1914-39; subsequently published newspapers at Ada, Tecumseh and 
Shawnee; Speaker of the House during Thirteenth Legislature; President 
Wilburton State Bank; rancher. 
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Boone Williams (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 8, p. 350) born Rienzi, 
Mississippi, Oct. 9, 1872; died Jan. 12, 1930, Tulsa, Oklahoma; Constitu- 
tional Convention District 97, Lehigh; appointed 1910 member Capitol Com- 
mission; Warden Penitentiary at Granite, 1915-19. 


Edward Rutledge Williams (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 17, p. 255); 
born October 5, 1857, in Schuyler County, Illinois; died December 24, 1932 
at Wichita, Kansas, interred at Buffalo, Oklahoma; educated University of 
Illinois; migrated to Kansas in 1884, became a Missionary; secured a 
homestead at Blackwell in Cherokee Outlet; Constitutional Convention 
District 3; 1918-19, Agent for Western Oklahoma Orphanage for white chil- 
dren at Helena. 


Robert Lee Williams, born Brundidge, Alabama, Dec. 20, 1868; M. A. 
Southern University (now Birmingham-Southern College) Greensboro, 
Alabama, 1894; LL.D. 1913; LL.D., Tulsa University 1934; admitted to Bar 
1891; came to Atoka, I. T. 1896; six months later moved to Durant; city 
attorney, Durant 1899; member, Indian Territory Democratic Committee, 
1902-04; Democratic National Committee 1904-08; Constitutional Conven- 
tion District 108, Durant; Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Oklahoma, 1907- 
08; re-elected for term 1909-15; resigned March 10, 1914; Governor of Okla- 
homa 1915-19; United States Judge, Hastern District of Oklahoma, Feb. 19, 
1919-37; retired March 31, 1939, but continued to serve as needed; member, 
and president of Oklahoma State Historical Society; Chairman, Hditorial 
Committee, Chronicles of Oklahoma; member, American Bar Association, 
Alpha Tau Omega (Alabama Beta Beta Chapter; methodist; Mason (32°). 


George William Wood was born in Owen County, Kentucky, Dec. 23, 
1875; came to Territory in 1893; Constitutional Convention District 8, 
Cherokee; Supt. Orphans Home, Helena, 1927-35; Pastor of Government 
Housing Project, Hast Vanport, Oregon. 


T. Charles Wyatt (Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 5, p. 423), born June 10, 
1850, Humphrey County, Tenn.; died Sept. 28, 1922 at Shawnee, Oklahoma; 
moved to Territory in 1900; Constitutional Convention from District 33, 
Wanette; member Board of Arbitration and Conciliation under Governors 
Haskell, Cruce and Williams. 


Those not listed here served their home districts, their counties 
and the whole social order of Oklahoma in private enterprises, in 
the professions, in the schools and churches. 
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GUILLERMO ABREGO, Technical Sergeant, U. S. Army Air Corps. 
Home address: Enid, Garfield County (from Laredo, Webb County, 
Texas), Mrs. Frances Abrego, Wife, 1012 North Washington, Enid. 
Born February 10, 1922. Enlisted 1940. Decoration: Order of the 
Purple Heart. Attended Martin High School. Member of Catholic 
Church. Trained at Randolph Field, Texas, and Enid Army Air 
Field, Oklahoma. Died June 20, 1945, in action on Tinian Island, 
Marianas Islands, Central Pacific. 


HOBERT STEELE BAKER, Second Lieutenant, U. S. Army Air 
Corps. Home address: Okmulgee, Okmulgee County. Mrs. Ruth 8S. 
Baker, Mother, 2914 West Broadway, Muskogee. Born January 13, 
1923. Enlisted June 3, 1941. Graduated from Okmulgee High 
School on May 29, 1941. Eagle Scout rating in Boy Scouts. Com- 
missioned June 30, 1943. Served as Co-Pilot on B-24. Listed as 
missing in action until January, 1946. Died December 1, 19438, in 
tropical storm on bombing mission, near island of Mille, Marshall 
Islands, Central Pacific. 


* The purpose of the Oklahoma War Memorial—World War II, in addition 
to the publication of brief biographies of the State’s war dead in The 
Chronicles, is the preservation of a record of the interests and achievements 
of each one of these who gave their lives in the service of their country in 
World War II. These records in the Archives of the Oklahoma Historical 
Society will hold their memory in honor and will be a source of pride 
to their relatives and to all who have an interest in Oklahoma history in 
the years to come. Many records have been completed and placed on file 
in the War Memorial and many are yet to be sent in by relatives when 
these can be reached by letters sent out by the Editorial Department. We 
ask that if additional information is received with reference to any service 
record that this be sent to the Oklahoma Historical Society to be placed 
with the papers already on file—Muriel H. Wright. 
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GLENN V. BARBER, Private, First Class, U. 8S. Army. Home 
address: Tulsa, Tulsa County. Mrs. Ida Sliger, Mother, 824 North 
Yunis, Tulsa 4. Born August 25, 1917. Enlisted March 3, 1941. 
Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Attended public school at 
Sand Springs, and high school at Denair, California. Enlisted in 
California National Guard in 1939. Awarded Expert Infantryman 
and Good Conduct medals in service. Died February 2, 1945, in 
action near Bamban on Luzon, Philippine Islands. 


MARION E. BAYLES, JR., Private, First Class, U.S. Army. Home 
address: Stilwell, Adair County. Mrs. Lucille A. Bayles, Wife, Stil- 
well. Born April 25, 1919. Enlisted July 18, 1944. Decorations: 
Order of the Purple Heart; Combat Infantry Badge. Graduated 
from High School, St. Paul, Arkansas, in 1939 . Served in combat 
six weeks with the 78th Division, First Army. Died March 5, 1945, 
in action at crossing of the Hrft Canal in the vicinity of Euskirchen, 
Germany. 


LOYD FRANCIS BEACH, Machinist’s Mate, Second Class, U. 8S. 
Navy. Home address: Bethany, Oklahoma County. Mrs. Edna 
Beach Plunk, Wife, 211 Tidwell Road, Houston 9, Texas. Born 
December 24, 1908. Enlisted in October, 1943. Decorations: Order 
of the Purple Heart; Presidential Citation; thirteen Battle Parti- 
cipation Stars; Victory Medal—World War II. Attended public 
school at Pocasset, Oklahoma. Member of Missionary Baptist Church. 
Served aboard the U.S.S. Bunker Hill, aircraft carrier. Died May 
11, 1945, in action when the U.S.S. Bunker Hill was struck by a 
Jap suicide plane near New Britain, Southwest Pacific. 


RICHARD HOLBROOK BECKER, Signalman, First Class, U. S. 
Navy. Home address: Tulsa, Tulsa County. Mr. and Mrs. Jack A. 
Becker, Parents, 2229 South Florence Ave., Tulsa 4. Born Decem- 
ber 4, 1919. Hnlisted July 5, 1940. Decorations: American De- 
fense Medal; Fleet Bar; Victory Medal—World War II. Attended 
Southwestern Louisiana Institute, Lafayette, Louisiana. Served 
aboard U.S.S. Utah; U. 8. Submarine No. 32, and U. S. Submarine 
Dorado. Died July 238, 1945, in line of duty in Caribbean Sea, 
Atlantic area. 


GHORGE J. BOOKLESS, Staff Sergeant, U. S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Tyrone, Texas County. G.8. Bookless, Father, Tyrone. Born 
August 5, 1922. Enlisted December 1, 1942. Decorations: Order 
of the Purple Heart; four Battle Participation Stars; Combat In- 
fantry Badge; French Citation. Awarded Good Conduct Medal. 
Died December 18, 1944, in action at Rockerath, Belgium. 


GEORGE H. BOYCH, Private, U. 8S. Army. Home address: Clay- 
ton, Pushmataha County: Mr. and Mrs. R. B. McKinney, Foster 
Parents, Hugo, Oklahoma. Born February 5, 1918. Enlisted March 
21,1940. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Held as prisoner 
by the Japanese in Philippine Islands from the fall of Bataan. 
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Died October 24, 1944, en route on Japanese ship sunk by American 
forces in China Sea. 


ROY D. BREEDLOVE, First Lieutenant, U. S. Army Air Corps. 
Home address: Braggs, Muskogee County. Lee R. Breedlove, Father, 
Braggs. Born April 7, 1923. Enlisted October 24, 1942. Decora- 
tions: South Pacific Campaign Ribbon; Air Medal with Oak Leaf 
Cluster; Order of the Purple Heart. Graduated from Braggs High 
School in May, 1942. Basket ball player. Employed by Missouri 
Pacific Railroad before enlistment. First commissioned at Army 
Air Field, Ft. Worth, Texas. Pilot on Liberator (B-24) in heavy 
bomber unit ‘‘Jolly Rogers’’ of the Fifth Air Force. Served on his 
thirty-third mission. Died May 15, 1945, in action over Mindoro, 
Philippine Islands. 


JOSEPH CURTIS BRIDGES, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. 
Home address: Welch, Craig County. Mrs. Ethel Agnes Bridges, 
Mother, Rte. 1, Welch. Born April 19, 1925. Enlisted August 20, 
1943. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Attended Welch 
High School. Served in Aviation Engineers Department. Died 
February 27, 1945, in action in Luxembourg. 


RICHARD E. BUCHANAN, Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army. Home 
address: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County. Mrs. Nora Hlizabeth 
Buchanan, Wife, 1002144 N. W. 19th St., Oklahoma City 6. Born 
February 24, 1912. Enlisted as Reserve Officer and entered service 
in August, 1940. Decorations: Bronze Star Medal; Order of the 
Purple Heart. Headquarters Commandant of the 9th Infantry 
Division when wounded and captured. Died June 26, 1944, of 
wounds at Rennes, France. 


WILLIE EARNEST BURROWS, Private, First Class, U. S. Marine 
Corps Reserve. Home address: Howe, LeFlore County. Mr. and 
Mrs. J. E. Burrows, Parents, Rte. 1, Howe. Born June 21, 1920. En- 
listed November 24, 1942. Graduated from eighth grade, Monroe, 
Oklahoma, in 1986. Awarded Expert Rifleman Medal. Died May 
12, 1945, in action on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, East China Sea. 


EDWARD ROY BURTON, Steward, Third Class, U. 8. Naval Re- 
serve. Home address: El Reno, Canadian County. Mrs. Dorothy 
Burton, Mother, 610 Miles St., El Reno. Born September 6, 1926. 
Enlisted April 30, 1948. Attended Booker T. Washington High 
School, El Reno. Member of Sunrise Baptist Church. Served aboard 
the U.S.S. Aringle. Died April 16, 1945, in action in East China 


Sea. 


RALPH EARL BYERS, Second Lieutenant, U. S. Army Air Corps. 
Home address: Ponea City, Kay County. Mr. and Mrs. Ben Byers, 
Parents, 503 James St., Salinas, California. Born November 9, 
1922. Enlisted November 2, 1942. Decorations: Air Medal with 
Oak Leaf Cluster; Order of the Purple Heart. Member of Baptist 


ar 
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Church. Pilot on Fighter Plane (P-38). Died March 13, 1945, in 
action over Germany. 


DONALD NEWTON CADE, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home 
address: Bartlesville, Washington County. Mrs. Lois Cade, Wife, 
523 Osage Ave., Bartlesville. Born December 13, 1914. Enlisted 
‘December 29, 1942. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; Bronze 
Star Medal; Combat Infantry Badge. Graduated Bartlesville Junior 
College, 1934; attended South Dakota School of Mines, Rapid City, 
South Dakota, eight months in ASTP, 1943-44. Member First Metho- 
dist Church, Junior Chamber of Commerce, and YMCA, Bartlesville. 
Served as Replacement Engineer on New Caledonia, September 1 to 
December, 1944; in Infantry on Luzon, Philippine Islands, Decem- 
ber to February 1945; with 13th Engineers, Seventh Division, in road 
construction on Okinawa, for 64 days beginning April 1, 1945. Died 
June 4, 1945, in action on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, East China 
Sea. 


ROY L. CALVERT, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: Perry, 
Noble County. Mrs. Irene W. Calvert, Wife, Lela, Oklahoma. 
Born April 11, 1928. Enlisted December 28, 1942. Decoration: 
Order of the Purple Heart. Awarded Expert Markmanship and Good 
Conduct medals. Died July 10, 1944, in action in France. 


JAMES WESLEY CAMPBELL, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. 
Home address: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Mrs. Wesley Crane, 
Sister, 737 S. W. 36th St., Oklahoma City. Born November 20, 1916. 
Enlisted November 2, 1942. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart; 
Bronze Medal (recommended by Battalion Commander). Graduated 
from Washington School, Oklahoma City, 1931. Served as a first 
aid man in North African, Sicilian, and Normandy campaigns. 
Wounded in action at Cherbourg, France, on June 22, 1944. Died 
June 23, 1944, of wounds in France. 


CECIL WAYNE CARTER, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Hennepin, Garvin County. Mrs. Jessie C. Carter, Mother, Davis. 
Born May 17, 1925. Enlisted September 22, 1943. Decoration: 
Order of the Purple Heart awarded posthumously. Junior in Wood- 
land High School. Awarded Expert Rifleman Medal. Served in 
Southwest Pacific. Died December 25, 1944, in action on Ormoe 
Road, Leyte, Philippine Islands. 


WILLIAM WOODROW (‘‘JACK’’) CASSELMAN, Private, First 
Class, U.S. Army. Home address: Seminole, Seminole County. Mrs. 
Kva Virginia Casselman, Wife, Rte. 8, Orland, California. Born 
January 31, 1918. Enlisted April 22, 1944. Decoration: Combat 
Infantry Badge. Attended Seminole High School. Served overseas 
four months in anti-air craft. Died March 10, 1945, in action in 
vicinity of Dottenburg (Rhineland), Germany. 
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WILBUR D. CEARLEY, Technician, Fifth Grade, U. S.. Army. 
Home address: Martha, Jackson County. Mrs. Murel Cearley, Wife, 
Mangum. Born September 27, 1918. Enlisted April 6, 1942. Decora- 
tions: Order of the Purple Heart; American Defense Medal. Served 
two years in the Aleutian Islands in anti-aircraft; transferred to the 
Infantry in October, 1944, and served in the European Theatre of 
Operations. Awarded Good Conduct Medal. Died March 14, 1945, 
in action in Germany. 


LEONARD MAYFIELD CHANDLER, Chief Torpedoman, U. S. 
Navy. Home address: Mineo, Grady County. Mrs. Beatrice Chan- 
dler, Wife, 529144 N. W. 4th St., Oklahoma City. Born April 18, 
1912. Enlisted November 25, 1931. Graduated Minco High School 
in 1931. Veteran of Foreign Wars. Completed two missions aboard 
the U.S.S. Whale in Pacifie War Zone. Serving aboard the U. S. 
Submarine Dorado when reported missing in line of duty on October 
13, 1943. Died July 23, 1945 (official date) in Atlantic area. 


WILLARD ARNOLD CHANDLER, Seaman, Second Class, U. S. 
Navy. Home address: Guthrie, Logan County. Mr. and Mrs. A. O. 
Chandler, Parents, 723 West Warner, Guthrie. Born May 6, 1927. 
Enlisted March 26, 1944. Attended Guthrie public schools. Mem- 
ber Nazarene Church and Boy Scouts. Served in Naval air opera- 
tions. Died May 28, 1945, in line of duty aboard the U.S.S. Wasp 
when overcome by gas as a result of a fire in the hold of the ship. 


CHESTER LEROY CHENEY, Private, U.S. Army. Home address: 
Blackwell, Kay County. Mrs. Frances Cheney, Wife, 520 South 
Ist St., Blackwell. Born March 30, 1915, Enlisted April 6, 1944. 
Attended Central High School, Oklahoma City. Member of Presby- 
terian Church and of Woodmen of the World. Awarded Expert 
Rifleman Medal. Died November 26, 1944, in action in Germany. 


ERNEST BLAIN CLARK, Technical Sergeant, U. 8S. Army Air 
Corps. Home address: Drumright, Creek County. Mr. and Mrs, 
Emsy Clark, Parents, Drumright. Born September 17, 1918. En- 
listed May 18, 1942. Decorations: Air Medal; four Oak Leaf 
Clusters; Citation of Honor; Order of the Purple Heart. Senior, 
Central State College, Edmond, Oklahoma. Member of Methodist 
Church and of Masonic Lodge at Drumright. Received wings at 
Fort Myers, Florida, in January, 1943. Served as a gunner on B-17 
for eight months, and volunteered to serve as bombardier on the 
B-17, ‘‘Section Hight,’’ in the first daylight raid over Berlin on 
March 8, 1944. Reported missing in action for sixteen months. Died 
March 3, 1944 (confirmed in July, 1945), in action at Peisson, 
Germany. 

THOMAS NATHAN CLEMONS, Private, U. 8. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Calvin, Hughes County. Mrs. Mary J. Clemens, Mother, 
Calvin. Born January 138, 1911. Enlisted July 15, 1940. Decora- 
tion: Order of the Purple Heart. Attended public school at Stony 
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Point, in Oklahoma. Member of Christian Church. Served in the 
Highth Cavalry. Died February 25, 1945, in action on Luzon, 
Philippine Islands. 


DENNIS HEARL DANIEL, Staff Sergeant, U. S. Army. Home 
address: Hastings, Jefferson County. Mrs. Nellie M. Daniel, Mother, 
Hastings. Born August 6, 1918. Enlisted October 15, 1941. Decora- 
tion: Order of the Purple Heart. Attended West Mountain Home 
school, Jefferson County. Died May 2, 1945, in action on Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands, East China Sea. 


LOUIE M. DUMOND, Private, U.S. Army. Home address: Hulbert, 
Cherokee County. Mrs. Pearl Dumond, Mother, Hulbert. Born 
June 8, 1926. Enlisted October 16, 1944. Decoration: Order of 
the Purple Heart. Died June 6, 1945, in action on Luzon, Philippine 
Islands. 


JAMES ROBERT EASLEY, Private, First Class, U. 8S. Army. 
Home address: Tulsa, Tulsa County. Mrs. Minnie B. Easely, Mother, 
2116 North Lewis Place, Tulsa. Born September 24, 1921. Enlisted 
November 2, 1942. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart awarded 
posthumously. Attended Grover Cleveland Junior High School, 
Tulsa. Member of Apostolic Church, Tulsa. Died June 20, 1945, 
in action near Medeera, Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, Hast China Sea. 


MICHAEL WOODSON EVANS, Technical Sergeant, U. S. Army. 
Home address: Okemah, Okfuskee County. Mrs. Janie Mae Evans, 
Wife, 316 South 4th St., Okemah. Born November 11, 1915. En- 
listed May 12, 1944. Decorations: Presidential Citation; Combat 
Infantry Badge; Order of the Purple Heart (twice); Bronze Star 
Medal. Graduated from Beech Grove High School, McClean County, 
Kentucky, in May, 1935. Member of Cavalry Baptist Church, Oke- 
mah. Served in Oklahoma National Guard from May, 1938, to 
May, 1941. Died March 24, 1945, in action at Ukerath, Germany. 


THEO HENRY FOGULEH, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home 
address: Hanna, McIntosh County. Mrs. Alice Fogle, Mother, 
Hanna. Born May 25, 1921. Enlisted October, 1942. Decoration: 
Order of the Purple Heart. Served as Machine Gunner. His com- 
manding officer stated that he did an excellent job in the campaign 
on Okinawa and measured up to the highest standards of the military 
service. Died April 19, 1945, in action on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, 
Hast China Sea. 


FRANK DANIEL FOLTZ, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Goltry, Alfalfa County. Mrs. Maudelene J. Foltz, Wife, Carrier, 
Oklahoma. Born August 25, 1910. Enlisted February, 1944. Deco- 
ration: Order of the Purple Heart. Graduated from Goltry High 
School in May, 1927. Died March 8, 1945, in action in Germany. 


QUINNAN V. FREUDENRICH, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. 
Home address: Duncan, Stephens County. Mr. and Mrs. Rufus A. 
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Freudenrich, Rte. 1, Marlow, Oklahoma. Born January 18, 1926. 
Enlisted June 7, 1944. Decorations: Combat Infantry Badge; 
Order of the Purple Heart; three Battle Participation Stars; Citation 
_ of Honor awarded posthumously. Farmer before entering the army. 
Sailed for duty overseas in November, 1944. Awarded Good Conduct 
Medal. Served in the Mountain Infantry, Fifth Army, in Italy. 
The Citation of Honor stated in part that Private First Class 
Freudenrich without hesitation joined a volunteer patrol that went 
forward during fierce fighting, to clear the opposition against a 
mountain infantry unit pinned down by enemy machine gun fire. 
Died April 15, 1945, in action near Rocea di Roffena, Italy. 


LAWSON GOODNER, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home 
address: Ponea City, Kay County. Mrs. Miles Knox, Mother, Rte. 
3, Ponca City. Born November 22, 1923. Enlisted February 28, 
1943. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Attended Ponca 
City public schools. Member of the First Baptist Chureh, Junior 
Odd Fellows, and Boy Scouts. Died October 8, 1944, in action in 
Western Germany. 


RILEY DENTON HURST, Sergeant, U.S. Army. Home address: 
Ponea City, Kay County. Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Hurst, Rte. 1, 422 
South Perry St., Ponea City. Born July 2, 1920. Enlisted April 6, 
1942. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Attended Senior 
High School. Football and basketball player. Died July 7, 1944, 
in action in France. 


HENRY KILLIAN, JR., Staff Sergeant, U. S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Broken Bow, McCurtain County. Mr. and Mrs. Henry Killian, 
Sr., Parents, Rte. 1, Broken Bow. Born April 12, 1925. Enlisted 
September 20, 1943. Decorations: Asiatic-Pacifie Campaign Medal 
and three bronze Battle Participation Stars; Combat Infantry Badge; 
Philippine Liberation Medal and one bronze Service Star; Order of 
the Purple Heart awarded posthumously. Attended Broken Bow 
High School. Sailed for duty overseas in March, 1944. Served in 
the New Guinea, Southern Philippine, and Luzon campaigns. Died 
May 8, 1945, in action at Colibong, Luzon, Philippine Islands. 


JOHNIE KINGORH, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: Canute, 
Washita County. Mrs. Emma Kingore, Mother, Canute. Born 
February 9, 1925. Enlisted September 2, 1943. Decorations: 
European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal; three bronze 
Battle Participation Stars; Combat Infantry Badge; Meritorious 
Service Unit Insignia; World War Victory Medal and Order of the 
Purple Heart awarded posthumously. Attended Canute High School. 
Sailed for duty overseas June 28, 1944. Awarded Good Conduct 
Medal. Died October 7, 1944, in action at Aachen, Germany. 


LONNIE GEORGE LAMB, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Fletcher, Comanche County. Mrs. Nora G. Lamb, Mother, Rte. 3, 
Lawton, Oklahoma. Born June 6, 1923. Hnlisted November 16, 
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1943. Attended Lawton public schools. Sailed for duty overseas ing 
July, 1944. Died May 4, 1945, in action on Okinawa, Ryukyu 


Islands, Hast China Sea. 


LAKE L. MADDOX, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: Fort 
Gibson, Muskogee County. Mrs. Mary Maddox Caton, Mother, 524 
West Georgia Ave., Phoenix, Arizona. Born December 14, 1925. 
Enlisted February, 1943. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. 
Died March 7, 1944, in action at Anzio, Italy. 


PAUL MORRIS McDONALD, Seaman, First Class, U. S. Navy. 
Home address: Cache, Comanche County. Mr. and Mrs. EH. R. Me- 
Donald, Parents, Cache. Born April 29, 1921. Enlisted March 12, 
1940. Decorations: Presidential Unit Citation; Order of the Pur- 
ple Heart. Graduated as an outstanding student from Cache High 
School in 1939; attended Cameron State Agricultural College, Law- 
ton, Oklahoma. Served at Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, and at 
Shanghai and Hong Kong, China. Reported missing in action aboard 
the U.S.S. Houston from February 28, 1942, in the Battle of the 
Java Sea. Died December 15, 1945 (official date), in action when 
the U.S.S. Houston was sunk (February 28, 1942) off the Island of 
Java. 


CARL JULIUS MILLER, Private, First Class, U. 8. Marine Corps. 
Home address: Guthrie, Logan County. Mrs. Ann Nau, Aunt, 
Rte. 2, Guthrie, Born January 5, 1922. Enlisted November, 1940. 
Graduated from Guthrie High School in May, 1940. Member of 
Future Farmers of America. Served at Shanghai, China, before 
Pearl Harbor; transferred to Philippine Islands. Died December 
7, 1942, in Japanese Prisoner of War Camp. 


SAM DAVID MORRIS, Sergeant, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Battiest, McCurtain County. Juanita Morris, Wife, Battiest. Born 
July 21, 1922. Enlisted July 21, 1942. Decorations: Combat In- 
fantry Badge; Bronze Star Medal; Citation of Honor. Awarded 
Good Conduct Medal. Died April 2, 1945, in action at Selfin, 
Germany. 


HERMAN DAVID NUTT, Private, U. 8S. Army. Home address: 
Hrick, Beckham County. Mr. and Mrs. Samuel D. Nutt, Parents, 
Erick. Born December 29, 1924. Enlisted May 19, 1944. Attended 
public school at Texola, Oklahoma. Died December 14, 1944, in 
action in Germany. 


ELVA PACK, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Fort Cobb, Caddo County. Mrs. Mary Pack, Mother, Fort Cobb. 
Born July 4, 1926. Enlisted October 6, 1944. Died April 11, 1945 
in action in Germany. 


ROBERT BERNARD PATTERSON, Staff Sergeant, U. S. Army. 
Home address: Okmulgee, Okmulgee County. Mr. and Mrs. R. A 
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Patterson, Parents, 522 North Okmulgee, Okmulgee. Born Novem- 
ber 9, 1920. Enlisted June, 1943. Decorations, awarded posthumous- 
ly; Order of the Purple Heart; Bronze Star Medal; Presidental 
Citation; American Legion Gold Star Citation. Graduated from 
St. Anthony’s Parochial School, Okmulgee, in May, 1938. Three 
years attendance (Junior, Electrical Engineering) at Oklahoma A. 
and M. College, Stillwater. Member of Reserve Officers Training 
Corps (enlisted October 18, 1942); Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity ; 
Veterans of Foreign Wars; St. Anthony’s Church (Catholic), Ok- 
mulgee. Awarded Good Conduct and Marksmanship medals. Died 
December 3, 1944, in action in Germany. 


MICHAEL EMIL PESHEK, Captain, U. S. Marine Corps. Home 
address: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County. Mrs. Dora Peshek, 
Mother, 1125 North Brauer, Oklahoma City. Born October 4, 1917. 
Enlisted July 6, 1939. Decoration: Silver Star Medal awarded 
posthumously. Graduated from High School in June, 1935; from 
the University of Oklahoma, Business Administration, in June, 1939. 
Member of First Presbyterian Church, Oklahoma City. Silver Star 
Medal awarded for entering a Jap bombarded tunnel and rescuing 
a party of soldiers at Fort Mills, Corregidor, April 13, 1942. Died 
December 31, 1944, in line of duty somewhere on Pacific Ocean. 


ERMAL LEE PINKLEY, Second Lieutenant, U. S. Army Air Corps. 
Home address: Tulsa, Tulsa County. Mrs. Irma Pinkley, Mother, 
215 South Nogales Ave., Tulsa. Born June 29, 1924. Enlisted April 
8, 1948. Decorations awarded posthumously: Order of the Purple 
Heart; Air Medal. Attended High School, Tulsa; Western Reserve 
College (ASTE), Cleveland, Ohio. Member of Assembly of God 
Church. Received wings and commission at San Marcos, Texas, 
August 28, 1944. Served overseas two months as Navigator-Bom- 
bardier. Died February 3, 1945, in action over North Sea on return 
from bombing mission over Berlin, Germany. 


MELVIN J. POPE, Sergeant, U.S. Army. Home address: Manitou, 
Tillman County. Mrs. Mary EH. Pope, Mother, Manitou. Born 
March 27, 1915. Enlisted April 6, 1942. Decoration: Order of the 
Purple Heart. Graduated from Laing High School, Tipton, Okla- 
homa, in 1933. Member of Methodist Church. Served overseas 
in the 60th Infantry, Ninth Army. Died March 11, 1945, in action 
in Western Germany. 


GOMAN JEWEL POWELL, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Belzoni, Pushmataha County. Mrs. Pearl Powell, Mother, Belzoni. 
Born August 31, 1925. Enlisted April 12, 1943. Decoration: Order 
of the Purple Heart. Attended public school at Rattan, Oklahoma. 
Served overseas three months. Died March 2, 1945, in action in 
Western Germany. 

TALMADGE DELMAR RAINS, Technician, Fifth Grade, U. S. 
Army. Home address: Stroud, Lincoln County. Mrs. Clema Mae 
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Rains, Wife, Rte. 1, Stroud. Born November 5, 1918. Enlisted 
January 27, 1943. Attended public schools, Cushing, Oklahoma. 
Member of Free Will Baptist Church. Served overseas with Combat 
Engineer Corps. Awarded Good Conduct Medal. Died June 6, 
1944, in action at Omaha Beach, France. 


ELVIS REYNOLDS, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Wayne, McClain County. Mrs. O. C. Minyen, Aunt, Wayne. 
Born January 14, 1925. Enlisted August 9, 1943. Served as Para- 
trooper, Airborne Command. Died March 24, 1945, in action in 
Germany. 


CLARENCE D. SELF, Private, First Class, U.S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Kingston, Marshall County. Mrs. Ruth Mae Self, Wife, 
Kingston. Born June 6, 1909. Enlisted April 20, 1944. Member of 
Church of the Nazarene. Sailed for duty overseas December 4, 1944. 
Died January 11, 1945, in action in Belgium. 


MELVIN WILLIAM SMITH, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. 
Home address: Guymon, Texas County. Mr. and Mrs. Wiliam N. 
Smith, Parents, Guymon. Born May 28, 1918. Enlisted August 1, 
1943. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Graduated from 
Guymon High School in May, 1936. Attended Northwestern State 
College, Alva, two years, at the same time working as printer in the 
office of the Alva Daly Record. Member of Guymon Methodist 
Church. Employed in office of Daily Herald, Borger, Texas, before 
enlistment. A leader in Servicemen’s Christian League and choir. 
Died February 3, 1945, of wounds received in action on Luzon, 
Philippine Islands. 


BILL GENE STARKS, Private, First Class, U. 8. Army. Home 
address: Hominy, Osage County. Mrs. Sylvia F. Starks, Wife, 
Hominy. Born March 22, 1924. Enlisted August 1, 1943. Decora- 
tions: Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal; Philippine Liberation Medal; 
three bronze Battle Participation Stars; Bronze Arrowhead, invasion 
of Luzon; Combat Infantry Badge; Presidential Unit Citation; 
World War II Victory Medal. Attended public school at Mound 
Valley, Hominy. Served seven months in South Pacific and New 
Caledonia. Awarded Good Conduct Medal. Died February 12, 
1945, in action in Manila, Philippine Islands. 


FORREST WAYNE STEWART, Second Lieutenant, U. S. Army 
Air Corps. Home address: Bixby, Tulsa County. Mrs. Jean <A. 
Stewart, Wife, 103 North 23d St., Muskogee, Oklahoma. Born August 
28, 1923. Enlisted November 3, 1942. Decoration: Order of the 
Purple Heart. Attended University of Tulsa, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
Member of Methodist Church, Bixby, Oklahoma. Served overseas 
six weeks. Died January 29, 1945, in action over Castro-Rauxel 
Germany, on 5th combat mission. 
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JAMES DEWEY STEWART, Technician, Fifth Grade, U. 8S. Army. 
Home address: Lexington, Cleveland County. Mrs. Lulu 8. Garrett, 
Mother, Lexington. Born April 27, 1909. Enlisted February 25, 
1941. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Attended Lexing- 
ton High School, and Shinn’s Business College, Oklahoma City. 
Member of Baptist Church. Employed in South America before 
enlistment. Served in Field Artillery in Haiwaii and in New Guinea. 
Died May 18, 1945, in action on Luzon, Philippine Islands. 


FLOYD LEE THOMPSON, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home 
address: Irederick, Tillman County. Mrs. Dessie T. Thompson, 
Mother, Snyder, Oklahoma. Born March 4, 1925. Enlisted Septem- 
ber 10, 1943. Attended Frederick public schools. Awarded Expert 
Rifleman Medal. Died October 19, 1944, in action in France. 


BEN TREVINO, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Verden, Grady County. Mrs. Anna Trevino, Mother, Verden. Born 
August 4, 1922. Enlisted July 10, 1941. Attended High School, 
Binger, Oklahoma. Member of the Catholic Church. Served in the 
Medical Corps, twenty-two months in Iceland. Died August 3, 1944, 
in action at St. Lo, France. 


JOHN D. B. TUCK, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: Ringold, 
McCurtain County. Mrs. Ollie Tuck, Mother, Ringold. Born 
February 8, 1922. Enlisted December 19, 1942. Decoration: Order 
of the Purple Heart. Attended district schools in MeCurtain 
County. Awarded Expert Rifleman Medal. Died February 19, 
1945, in action in Germany. 


GUY LEON WALDRON, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home 
address: Stratford, Garvin County. Mr. and Mrs. Walter Waldron, 
Parents, Yuba City, California. Born March 19, 1917.° Enlisted 
July 21, 1941. Attended public school at Vanoss, Oklahoma. Served 
in the Medical Corps. Taken prisoner by the Japanese on May 9, 
1942, Philippine Islands. Died December 15, 1944, on a Japanese 
transport moving out from Subic Bay, Philippine Islands, when 
the vessel was torpedoed by a U. S. Submarine. 


HENRY THOMAS WALLS, Sergeant, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Talihina, LeFlore County. Mrs. Allie Walls, Mother, Rte. 1, Tali- 
hina. Born August 14, 1908. Enlisted June 13, 1928, and re-enlisted 
in 1940. Decoration: Silver Star Medal; Bronze Star Medal; Order of 
the Purple Heart awarded posthumously. Graduated from Chilocco In- 
dian Agricultural School in May, 1928. Choctaw Indian. Served in the 
regular Army six years and received honorable discharge from the 
Highth Cavalry in September, 1934, as private with excellent char- 
acter. Employed five years by Choctaw Lumber Company, Pine 
Valley, Oklahoma. Sailed for duty in the European Theatre in 
June, 1942, and subsequently moved to the Philippine Islands. One 
Citation stated that his cool daring and prompt thinking saved his 
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squad from annihilation when it was subjected to withering barrage 
of enemy mortar and automatic fire: ‘‘Crawling forth and over an 
area devoid of concealment, Private Walls became the principal 
target of this fire, but he coolly put his gun into action and by his 
accurate fire shattered the enemy strongpoint..... ”? Died April 
22, 1945, in action near Santa Clara, Luzon, Philippine Islands. 


OMAGENE CLINTON WHITFIELD, Technician, Fifth Grade, 
U. S. Army. Home address: Golden, McCurtain County. Mrs. Ida 
M. Whitfield, Mother, Golden. Born January 1, 1922. Enlisted in 
February, 1942. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart awarded 
posthumously. Junior in High School, Broken Bow, Oklahoma. 
Member of First Baptist Church, Golden. Served with Combat 
Engineer Corps. Awarded Expert Rifleman Medal. Died June 
19, 1944, in action in European Theatre. 


—, 
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NOTES AND DOCUMENTS 
InpEX For THE CHRONICLES, Vowtume XXV (1947) 


_ Upon request addressed to the Oklahoma Historical Society, 
Historical Building, Oklahoma City 5, Oklahoma, members of the 
Oklahoma Historical Society and all those receiving The Chronicles 
may secure the published Index for Volume XXV, 1947, compiled 
by Mrs. Rella Looney, Clerk Archivist. 


PRESENTATION OF THE PortTRAIT oF Dr. ANGELO C. Scort 


The portrait of Dr. Angelo C. Scott was presented to the Okla- 
homa Historical Society by members of the Men’s Dinner Club of 
Oklahoma City, at a dinner meeting of the group held on the evening 
of October 7, 1947, in the Silver Glade Room of the Skirvin Tower 
Hotel. Judge Edgar S. Vaught made the presentation address, and 
Judge Robert L. Williams accepted the portrait on behalf of the 
Historical Society. The following biographical notes are in part 
taken from Judge Vaught’s address, a copy of which is on file 
in the Oklahoma Historical Society : 


Angelo Cyrus Scott, distinguished educator, born near Franklin, 
Johnson County, Indiana, on September 25, 1857. Education: A.B., 
Kansas University, 1877; A.M., 1880; LLb., LL.M., George Washing- 
ton University Law School, 1885; honorary Litt.D., Emporia College 
(Kansas). Began law practice at Iola, Kansas, 1885. Came to 
Oklahoma City at the Opening in 1889; founded (with W. W. Scott) 
The Oklahoma City Times; appointed by President Harrison, 1890, 
to Townsite Board to determine controversies; U. S. Commissioner, 
1891-1892; Oklahoma Executive Commissioner, World’s Columbian 
Exposition 1893; Senator, Oklahoma Territorial Legislative <As- 
sembly, 1895-97; President, Oklahoma A. & M. College (Stillwater) 
1899-1908; since has served as a faculty member at Epworth Uni- 
versity, Oklahoma City University (Professor Emeritus, English 
Literature), and the University of Oklahoma. Member of the State 
Board of Education, 1912-14. One of the founders of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Oklahoma City, 1889; founder of Oklahoma 
Institute of Arts and Sciences, 1916 (Director 5 years) ; founder of 
Men’s Dinner Club and President since 1909; selected as ‘‘Oklahoma 
City’s Most Useful Citizen,’’ 1937; cited for distinguished service, 
1942, by Kansas University and its Alumni Association. Member 
Beta Theta Pi and Phi Beta Kappa. Republican. Clubs: Okla- 
homa Men’s Dinner Club and Young Men’s Dinner Club (Sequoyah). 
Author: Scott’s Practical English, 1908; The Story of Oklahoma City, 
1939; also, many pamphlets and brochures, etc. Home: 310 N. W. 
18th St., Oklahoma City. 
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Otp CHoctaw AGENCY, OLDEST BUILDING IN OKLAHOMA 
BuRNED IN 1947 


The old Choctaw Agency located at the once well known village 
of Skullyville, Choctaw Nation, about a mile and a quarter east of 
the present town of Spiro, in LeFlore County, was accidentally 
destroyed by fire on Friday morning, September 12, 1947. With 
the passing of the Choctaw Agency, Oklahoma lost its oldest build- 
ing, older buildings having long ago disappeared. In September, 
1831—exactly 126 years before the fire last September—it was 
reported officially that Captain William McClellan, Sub-Agent for 
the Choctaw, had located a place for the Agency about 15 miles 
west of Fort Smith, in the Choctaw country, and had already planned 
for the erection of the buildings. The Agency building when com- 
pleted consisted of two large rooms of hewed logs connected by an 
open hall or ‘‘run-way’’ between, with a porch clear across the 
front of the house facing east. In recent years, the building was 
weather boarded on the outside and other rooms added in the rear, 
thus covering up the great hewed logs in front though these could 
be glimpsed in the rafters under the eaves. Business was carried on 
at the Choctaw Agency in the spring of 1832, with Major Francis 
W. Armstrong as Agent in charge. His son, Frank C. Armstrong, 
born at the Agency in 1835, was appointed and served as a member 
of the Dawes Commission from 1895 to 1905, with the distinction of 
rendering the longest service as a member of this historic Commission 
and of being the only native (not Indian) of the Indian Territory 
ever appointed as one of its members. Major Armstrong died in 1835 
and was succeeded by his brother, William Armstrong, who was ap- 
pointed Choctaw Agent and lived at the Agency until his death in 
1846. Some years afterward, the building was purchased by Tandy 
Walker, who was elected Governor of the Choctaw Nation in 1858. 
The village that had grown up around the Agency had for a long 
time been popularly known as Skullyville, the name being angli- 
cized from the Choctaw word iskuli, ‘‘a piece of money,’’ from the 
fact that the Choctaw annuities were paid out at the Agency for 
many years, in gold or silver coin. The post office, however, was 
listed as ‘‘Choctaw Agency’’ when first established on June 26, 1833, 
with Major F. W. Armstrong as postmaster. On September 19, 1858, 
the first Overland Mail stage coach carrying the first bag of U. S. 
transcontinental mail to San Francisco stopped at Governor Walker’s 
place at Skullyville and was such an event that Walker himself 
came out and helped hook up the traces in changing horses. Hence- 
forth, the Choctaw Agency was regularly listed as ‘‘Walker’s Stage 
Station’? on the regular Overland Mail line through the Choctaw 
Nation until early in the War between the States. After the War, 
for many years, this was a stage stand for stage coaches traveling 
west from Fort Smith. Governor Walker, better known as Colonel 
Tandy Walker for his service in the Confederate Army, made his 
home in the Agency building until a short time before 1881 when 
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he sold the place to Thomas D. Ainsworth, a prominent Choctaw 
eitizen. Mr. Ainsworth made his home here until his death in 1917. 
At the time of allotment of Choctaw lands in 1901, his son, Thomas 
G. Ainsworth, filed on the site and the land around of the old 
Agency as a part of his allotment. He was the owner and made his 
home in the historic building when it burned on September 12, 1947. 
The old Choctaw Agency had a great story and Oklahoma has lost 
a priceless relic of more than 125 years in history and romance. 


—(M.H.W.) 


More OrIGgiInaAL Recorps or THE Five Civinizep Trrpes PLACED 
IN THE INDIAN ARCHIVES DEPARTMENT 


Through the interest and efforts of Doctor Grant Foreman, of 
Muskogee, 399 volumes of original documents were recently secured 
from the Five Civilized Tribes Agency and placed in the Indian 
Archives Department of the Oklahoma Historical Society. Mrs. 
Rella Looney, Clerk-Archivist, reports these old records date back 
as early as 1852 and are included in 221 Choctaw, 77 Chickasaw, 66 
Creek, and 46 Cherokee volumes. These volumes cover Acts and 
Journals of the National Councils; Journals and Dockets of the 
various county and district courts of the Nations; Supreme Court 
dockets and decisions; treasurer’s records, and marriage license 
records. 


Earty Greer County Recorps PRESENT TO THE HISTORICAL 
Socrety LIBrary 


Through the efforts of Mr. E. H. Kelly, State Bank Examiner, 
and Mr. L. H. Tittle of Mangum, Oklahoma, the Historical Society 
Library has recently received the following records pertaining to 
the early history of Greer County when it was a part of Texas and 
after it was attached to Oklahoma Territory, as reported by Miss 
Hazel E. Beaty, Librarian: 9 framed land records, miscellaneous; 
records of live-stock brands May 3, 1883; original plat of Mangum, 
framed; 5 envelopes with post marks from 1884-1904, framed; 8 
miscellaneous documents, framed; 1 box of old letters, 1877 to 1894, 
bills of sale, cattle brands, ete.; 61 volumes of miscellaneous records. 
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Recent ACcESSIONS TO THE LIBRARY OF THE OKLAHOMA 
HiIstToRICAL SOCIBTY 


The following list of books was accessioned and cataloged in 
the Library of the Oklahoma Historical Society, from July 1, 1946 
to July 1, 1947, and compiled by Mrs. Edith Mitchell, Cataloger 


(700 Volumes) : 
Ackerman, Carl W. Germany, the Next 


Republic? New York: George H. 
Doran Co., 1917. Pp. 292. 
Adamic, Louis. A Nation of Nations. 


New York and London: 
Bros., 1945. Pp. 399. 


Adams, James T., Ed. Album of Amer- 
ican History. New York: Charles Scrib- 
ner’s Sons, 1946. Vol. 3. Pp. 435. 


Adkins, Frank J. Historical Backgrounds 
of the Great War. New York: R. M. 
McBride & Co., 1918. Pp. 292. 


Alabama. State Dep’t. of Archives and 
History. Alabama Historical Quarter- 
ly. 1943, 1944. Wetumpka, Ala. Vols. 
5, 

Alderson, Barnard. Andrew Carnegie, 
the Man and His Work. New York: 
Doubleday, Page & Co., 1902. Pp. 231. 

Allen, Alexander V. G. Phillips Brooks, 
1835-1893. New York: E. P. Dutton 
& Co., 1907. Pp. 653. 


Allston, Robert F. W. South Carolina 
Rice Plantation. Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press, 1945. Pp. 478. 


American Antiquarian Society. Proceed- 
ings, 1944. Worcester, Mass. Vol. 54. 
Pp. 350. 

American Anthropological Association. 
American Anthropologist, 1946. Men- 
asha, Wis. Vol. 48. Pp. 704. 

American Association of Museums. The 
Museum News, 1943-1945. Washing- 
ton, DS Ca Vols: 21.) 225(Bound sin 
Wolk). 


American Baptist Historical Society. The 


Harper & 


Chronicle, 1945. Scottdale, Pa. Pp. 
192. 

American Historical Association. Amer- 
ican Historical Review, 1945-6. New 
York: Macmillan Co. Vol. 51. Pp. 


832. 


American Historical Association. Annual 
Report, 1945. Washington, D. C.: 
Government Printing Office, 1945. Pp. 
55s 


American Library Association. Bulletins, 
1943-1946. Boston; Chicago. 4 Vols. 


American Library Association.  Hand- 
books, 1942-1945. Boston. 4 Vols. 
American Library Association. Library 


Journal, 1946. New York: R. R. Bow- 
ker Co. Vol. 71. Pp. 1853. 


Ames, Fisher, Jr. American Red Cross 
Work Among the French People. New 
York: Macmillan Co., 1921. Pp. 178. 


A. F. & A. M. Grand Lodge. Proceed- 
ings, 1945, 1946. Guthrie, Okla. 2 
Vols. 


Andrews, Lieut. C. E. From the Frornt— 
French Poetry. New York and Lon- 
don: D. Appleton & Co., 1918. Pp. 
220. 

Angle, Paul M. A Shelf of Lincoln 
Books — Bibliography. New Bruns- 
wick: Rutgers University Press. Pp. 
142. 

Arkansas Historical Association. 
terly, 1945, 1946. 
Wolls, 2 2) Wolke. 

Austin, Walter. A Wer Zone Gadabout. 
Boston: R. H. Hinkley Co., 1917. Pp. 
161. 


Bach, Julian, Jr. America’s Germany. 
New York: Random House, 1946. Pp. 
310. 

Bailey, Albert E. Daily Life in Bible 
Times. New York: C. Scribner’s Sons, 
1943. Pp. 360. 


Bailey, Thomas A. Woodrow Wilson and 
the Great Betrayal. New York: Mac- 
millan Co., 1945. Pp. 429. 


Bapiist—Harmony Primitive Association, 
Providence Church, Sumpter Co., Ga. 
Minutes of the 49th Annual Session, 
1887. Cuthbert, Ga. Pp. 3. 


Barron, Clarence W. The Audacious War. 
Boston and New York: Houghton-Mif- 
ting Co, 1915 aePp. 1923 


Barschak, Erna. 


Quar- 
Fayetteville, Ark. 


My American Adven- 


ture. New York: Ives Washburn, 1946. 
Pp. 248; 


Bascom, H. B. Sermons from the Pulpit. 
Louisville, Ky.: Morton & Griswold, 
UNO), Le, Bish 


Bean, G. W. Autobiography and Family 
Records. Salt Lake City: Utah Print- 
ing Co., 1945. Pp. 377. 

Bell, F. McKelvey. The First Canadians 
in France. New York: George H. 
Doran Co., 1917. Pp. 308. 

Bell, Herbert C. F. Woodrow Wilson 
and the People. Garden City, N. Y.: 
Doubleday, Doran & Co., 1945. Pp. 
392. 


Benezet, Louis Paul. The World War 
and What Was Behind It. Chicago 
and New York: Scott, Foresman & Co., 
1918. Pp. 362. 

_Benezet, Louis Paul. Young People’s 
History of the World War. New York: 
Macmillan Co., 1927. Pp. 481. 

Bennett, William W. A Narrative of the 
Great Revival in Southern Armies. 
Philadelphia: Claxton, Remsen & Hai- 
felfinger, 1877. Pp. 427. 

Berney, Saffold. Hand-Book of Alabama, 
1892. Birmingham: Roberts & Son, 
1892. Pp. 565. 


Biddle, Francis. Mr. Justice Holmes. 
New York: C. Scribner’s Sons, 1946. 
Pp. 214. 

Bigelow, Glenna L. Liege on the Line 
of March. New York: John Lane Co., 
1918. Pp. 156. 

Bigelow, John. France and the Confed- 

- erate Navy, 1862-1868. New York: 
Harper & Bros., 1888. Pp. 247. 

Bill, Alfred Hoyt. The Beleaguered City, 
Richmond, 1861-1865. New York: A. 
A. Knopf, 1946. Pp. 313. 

Bishop, Joseph B. A Chronicle of One 
Hundred & Fifty Years, 1768-1918. 
New York: C. Scribner’s Sons, 1918. 
letey, Ball 


Blackford, Susan L., Comp. Letters from 
Lee’s Army. New York: C. Scribner’s 
Sons, 1947. Pp. 312. 


Bodley, Ronald V. C. The Messenger; 
Life of Mohammed. Garden City, N 
Y.: Doubleday & Co., 1946. Pp. 368. 


Bordwell, Laverne. The Ancestry of La- 
vern Bordwell. New York: The Graf- 
ton Press, 1928. Pp. 70. 


Bradway, John S. Clinical Preparation 
for Law Practice. Durham, N. C.: 
Duke University Press, 1946. Pp. 208. 


Brantley, William H. Chief Justice Stone 
of Alabama. Birmingham, Ala.: Birm- 
ingham Pub. Co., 1943. Pp. 286. 
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Breasted, James H. The Dawn of Con- 
science. New York: C. Scribner’s Sons, 
1946. Pp. 431. 

Bronson, Rey. S. A. John Sherman (Sec- 
retary of the U. S. Treasury) Colum- 
bus, Ohio: H. W. Derby & Co., 1880. 
Bpwei2s 

Brown, John. John Bunyan, His Life, 
Times and Work. Boston and New 
York: Houghton-Mifflin & Co., 1888. 
Pp. 504. 

Brown, Wenzell. Angry Men; Laughing 
Men. New York: Greenberg Pubs., 
1947. Pp. 369, 

Bryce, James B. Essays and Addresses 
in War Time. New York: Macmillan 


Co., 1918. Pp. 208. 
Buchanan, Meriel. The City of Trouble 
(Petrograd). New York: C. Scrib- 


ner’s Sons, 1918. Pp. 242. 

Burgess, John W. Recent Changes in 
American Constitutional Theory. New 
York: Columbia University Press, 1923. 
Bowel lbs 

Burton, E. Milby. South Carolina Silver- 
Sai iG. 1699-1860. Charleston, S. C.: 
The Charleston Museum, 1942. Pp. 
ail le 

Buswell, Leslie. Ambulance No. 10. Bos- 
ton and New York: Houghton-Mifflin 
Co., 1916. Pp. 154. 

Butler, William. Mexico in Transition. 
New York: Hunt & Eaton, 1892. Pp. 
B25: 

Byrd, William. The Secret Diary of Wil- 
liam Byrd of Westover, 1709-1712. 
Edited by Louis B. Wright and Marion 
Tinling. Richmond, Va.: The Dietz 
Press, 1941. Pp. 622. 

Cabell, Branch and Hanna, A. J. The 
St. Johns, a Parade of Diversities. New 
York: Farrar & Rinehart, 1943. Pp. 
324, 

Cable, George W. The Creoles of Lou- 
isiana. New York: C. Scribner’s Sons, 


1889. Pp. 320. 

California University. Publications in 
American Archaeology & Ethnology, 
1942-1945. Berkeley and Los Angeles, 
1946. 2 Vols. 

California University. Publications in 
History, 1946. Berkeley and Los An- 
geles. Vols. 33, 35. 2 Vols. 

Canada. Bureau of Statistics. Canada 


Ottawa: Census and 
Pp. 1200. 


Year Book, 1945. 
Statistics Office. 
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Carruthers, Olive. Lincoln’s Other Mary. 
Chicago: Ziff-Davis Pub. Co., 1946. 
Pp. 229. 


Carter, Hodding. Lewer Mississippt. 
New York; Toronto: Farrar & Rine- 
hart, 1942. Pp. 467. 


Garter, John Henton. Mississippi Argo- 
nauts. New York: Dawn Pub. Co., 
1903. Pp. 292. 

Catholic University of America. Catholic 
Historical Review, 1945-1947. Washing- 
foray, (DE C, Wolk, sil, eh & Walls; 

Central State Normal, Edmond, Okla. 
Bronze Book, 1933. unp. 

Charleston, South Carolina. Year Book, 
1887. Charleston: Lucas, Richardson 
& Co., 1887. Pp. 424. 

Cheradame, Andre. The Essentials of an 
Enduring Victory. New York: 
Scribner’s Sons, 1918. Pp. 259. 

Cheredame, Andre. The United States 
and Pangermania. New York: C. 
Scribner’s Sons, 1918. Pp. 170. 

Chesnel, P. Histoire de Cavelier de La- 
Salle. Paris: J. Maisonneuve, 1901. 
LPO, PAT. 


Chilocco Indian School. The Indian 


School Journal, 1940-1944, Chilocco, 
Okla. 3 Vols. 
Clapham, Sir. John H., Ed. The Cam- 


bridge Economic History of Europe. 
Cambridge, Eng.: The University Press, 


1941. Vol. 1. Pp. 650. 

Clark, Roscoe C. Three Score Years and 
Ten, 1876-1946. Chicago: Private 
Print, 1946. Pp. 132. 


Clarke, Peyton Neale. Old King William 
Homes and Families. Louisville: John 
P. Morton & Co., 1897. Pp. 211. 


Clemens, Samuel L. Mark Twain’s Auto- 
biography. New York: Sheldon & Co., 
1871. Pp. 47, 

Cloete, Stuart. Against These Three. 


Boston: Houghton-Mifflin Co., 1945. 
Pp. 472. 


Colorado Historical Society. Colorado 
Magazine, 1941-1944, Colo. 
2 Vols. 

Connecticut Historical Society. Bulletins, 
1939-1945. Hartford: Published by the 
Society. Nos. 1-10 (In 1 Vol.) 

Connelley, William E. John Brown. To- 
Bebe Kan.: Crane & Co., 1900. Pp. 
426. 

Connor, Henry G. John Archibald Camp- 
bell, 1853-1861. Boston and New York: 
Houghton-Mifflin Co., 1920. Pp. 310. 


Denver, 


Copperhead Convention, 1863-1865. Wash- 
ington, D. C.: Republican Congress- 
ional Committee, 1864. Pp. 16. 


Corning, Amos. Hamilton Fish. New 
York: Lanmere Pub. Co., 1918. Pp. 
108. 

Corwin, Edward S. The Constitution 
and What It Means Today. Prince- 
ton, N. J.: Princeton University Press, 
1947, Pp. 271. 


Cox, Jacob D. The Second Batile of Bull 
Run. Cincinnati: G. Thompson, 
1882. Pp. 124. 

Crabb, Alfred L. Lodging at the Saint 
Cloud; a Tale of Occupied Nashville. 
New York:- Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1946. 
Pp. 255. 


Cramb, J. A. Germany and England. 
New York: E. P. Dutton & Co., 1915. 
Pp, 152: 


Creston, Dormer. In Search of Two 
Characters. New York: C. Scribner’s 
Sons, 1946. Pp. 402. 


Crockeit, David. An Account of Col. 
Crockett’s Tour. . . 1834. Philadelphia: 
E. L. Carey and A. Hart, 1835. Pp. 
234, 


Culbertson, Eli. Must We Fight Russia? 
Philadelphia and Toronto: J. C. Win- 
ston Co., 1946. Pp. 62. 


Currier, Edward. The Political Text 
Book . . . 1842. Worcester, Mass.: 
Warren Blake, Publisher, 1842. Pp. 
51 


Curtin, D. Thomas. The Land of Deep- 
ening Shadow—Germany at War. New 
York: George H. Doran Co., 1917. Pp. 
Some 

Daniels, Josephus. The Wilson Era, 1917- 
1923. Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 1946. Pp. 604. 


Davis, William Stearns. The Roots of 
the War. New York: Century Co., 
1919. Pp. 557. 


Dawson, Coningsby. Carry On; Letters 
in War Time. New York: John Lane 
Co, IG ~ Ie, JGR. 


Dawson, Coningsby. The Glory of the 
Trenches. New York: John Lane Co., 
1918, Pp. 141. 


Dawson, Coningsby. Out to Win. New 
York and London: John Lane Co., 
1918. Pp. 206. 


Dawson, W. J. The Father of a Sol- 
dier. New York and London: John 
Lane Co., 1918. Pp. 164. 
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Deaderick, Barron. Strategy in the Civil 
War. Warrisburg, Pa.: Military Serv- 
ice Pub. Co., 1946. Pp. 200. 

Diary of a Public Man, and a Page of 
Political Correspondence — Stanton to 
Buchanan. New Brunswick: Rutger’s 
University Press, 1946. Pp. 137. 
(Anonymous) 


Dickey, Dallas C. Seargent S. Prentiss, 
Whig Orator. Baton Rouge, La.: Lou- 
isiana State University Press, 1945. 
Pp. 422. 

Dietz, August, Ed. Catalog and Hand- 
Book—Confederate States of America. 
Richmond, Va., The Dietz Press, 1945. 
sey, BAL 


Dodson, W. C., Ed. Campaigns of Wheel- 
er and His Cavalry, 1862-1865. At- 
Janta, Ga.: Hudgins Pub. Co., 1899. 
431 + 28 Pp. 

Dorsey, Ella L. Pocahontas. Washing- 
ton, D. C.: The Howard Press, 1906. 
Pp. 58. 


Dorsey, George Amos. Traditions of the 
Arikara. Washington, D. C.: Carne- 
gie Institute, 1904. Pp. 202. 


Dowman, C. E. [et al] Possibilities of 
the Negro in Symposium. Atlanta, 
Ga.: Franklin Printing and Pub. Co., 
1904. Pp. 165. 


Drayton, Charles D. Transportation 
under Two Masters. Washington, D. 
C.: National Law Book Co., 1946. Pp. 
210. 


Dromgoole, Will Allen. The Heart of 
Old Hickory. Boston: Dana Estes & 
Co., 1895. Pp. 208. 


DuBose, John W. Alabama’s Tragic De- 
cade, 1865-1874. Birmingham, Ala.: 
Webb Book Co., 1940. Pp. 435. 


Dumbauld, Edward. Thomas Jefferson, 
American Tourist. Norman, Okla.: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1946. 
Pp. 266. 

Dun, Angus. Wot by Bread Alvone. New 
York; London: Harper & Bros., 1942. 
Pp. 148. 

Earle, Alice (Morse) The Sabbath in 
Puritan New England. New York: 
C. Scribner’s Sons, 1891. Pp. 335. 

Karly, Jubal A. Memoir of the Last 
Year of the War in the U. S. A. Lynch- 
vat Charles W. Dutton, 1867. Pp. 


East Tennessee Historical Society. Pub- 
lications, 1946. Knoxville, Tenn.: Pub. 
by the Society. Vol. 18, Pp. 188. 


Eckenrode, Hamilton J. The Randolphs. 
New York: Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1946. 
Pp. 310. 

Eldridge, Fred. Wrath in Burma. Gar- 
den City, N. Y.: Doubleday & Co., 
1946. Pp. 320. 

Elliot, Herbert, Ed. Snapshots of Valor. 
New York: Gosset & Dunlap, 1918. Pp. 
303. 

El Reno City Directory, 1938. El Reno, 
Okla. Pp. 238. 

Essex Institute. Historical Collections, 
1943, 1946. Salem, Mass. Vols. 79, 82. 
2 Vols. 

Evison, Herbert, Ed. A State Park An- 
thology. Washington, D. C.: National 
Conference on State Parks, 1930. Pp. 
200. 

Fast, Howard. The American. New 
York: Duell, Sloan & Pearce, 1946. 
Pay, Ba 

Fernau, Hermann. Because I am a Ger. 
man. New York: E. P. Dutton & Co., 
IGG, Ip. ws: 

Fisher, Louis. The Great Challenge. New 
York: Duell, Sloan & Pearce, 1946. 
Po, BMG. 

Fleming, James. Personalities of the Old 
Testament. New York: C. Scribner’s 
Sons, 1947. Pp. 632. 

Fleming, Walter L. General W. T. Sher- 
man as College President. Cleveland, 
Ohio: Arthur H. Clark Co., 1912. Pp. 
399. 

French, Allen. The Colonials .. . Siege 
and Evacuation of Boston, 1775-6. New 
York: Doubleday, Page & Co., 1902. 
Pp. 504. 

Freytag-Loringhoven, Baron von. Deduc- 
tions from the World War. New York 
and London: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 
1918, Pp. 212. 

Fuller, Claud E. and Steuart, R. D. Fire- 
arms of the Confederacy. Huntington, 
W. Va.: Standard Publications, 1944. 
Bowes: 

Gaines, Francis P. Southern Oratory; a 
Study in Idealism. University, Ala.: 
University of Alabama Press, 1946. Pp. 
WD. 

Gaines, Ruth. A Village in Picardy. 
New York: E. P. Dutton & Co., 1918. 
Pp. 193. 

Garrison, Curtis W., Ed. The United 
States, 1865-1900. Fremont, Ohio: 
Hayes Foundation, 1943. Pp. 177. 
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New York: Random House, 1946. Pp. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


South of Forty. From the Mississippi to the Rio Grande: A Biblio- 
graphy by Jesse L. Radar (University of Oklahoma Press, 1947, 
Pp7336)s 


Mr. Jesse L. Rader, librarian of the University of Oklahoma 
since 1909, has for twenty-five years been gathering source material 
on the American Southwest, with. the intention, as the University of 
Oklahoma Press declares, that, on its publication it may ‘‘prove of 
greatest usefulness to scholars, collectors and booksellers.’’ 


Any one who is fortunate enough to receive this book, limited 
to one thousand volumes, will agree that Mr. Rader has achieved 
this purpose. Because of its broad range of subject matter, its com- 
plete covering of specific territory, (an area defined on the North 
by the fortieth parallel, on the West by the Rio Grande, on the 
South by the Gulf of Mexico and on the Hast by the Mississippi 
River) and compact accessible arrangement, has offered to students 
and writers a book all but indispensable on subjects touching this 
area. 


The period covered extends from the time of discovery until 
1939. The earliest exploration, immigrations of Indian tribes, indi- 
vidualism of the earliest settlers, sagas shaped by the years, eye 
witnesses of dynamic events, views of writers of authority—all this 
and more—are placed at the command of the seeker of source material 
on this region. 


It seems for fear the searching mind might not be served, the 
author pushes his way to the very outer rim of history of the South- 
west and lists almost innumerable individuals who contributed to its 
history. 


A brief presentation of subjects and characters dealt with 
should not be attempted. The work lists nearly 4000 individual 
titles. Beginning on page 1, with, ‘‘1. Abbott, Aaron. The Lure of 
the Indian Country, ete.’’, it ends on page 323 with ‘‘3791. Zitkala 
Sa. Oklahoma’s poor, rich Indians, ete.’’ The author in interesting 
preface dated March 15, 1947, says ‘‘No previous attempt has been 
made towards an exhausting bibliography’’. Of course to the re- 
viewer or critie no work of this or any other kind is wholly satis- 
factory. It seems at times that in his long list of almost four 
thousand names of men and women contributing to the history of 
the land South of Forty he left out names he might have inserted. 
In listing under the name of each author it appears he omitted good 
books, articles by that author. However before too much of such 
criticism of this kind is offered it might be well in simple justice 


a 
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se let the author set forth the basis upon which he made this selec- 
ion. 


Mr. Rader, like thousands of Oklahomans, is an Oklahoman by 
adoption, a Missourian by birth. The University of Oklahoma 
Press on its tasteful cover announcement of the book says: ‘‘Start- 
ing as a student assistant in the University of Oklahoma Library 
in 1904, he became Librarian in 1909 and organized the School of 
Library Science in 1929. He holds B. A. and M. A. degrees from 
the University of Oklahoma, has been a member of the Oklahoma 
Library Commission since 1920 and was one of the founders and 
charter members of the Oklahoma Library Association. He has 
edited texts of Sheridan’s, ‘The Rivals’ and Goldsmith’s ‘She Stoops 
to Conquer’, and collaborated with Edward Everett Dale in prepa- 

ration of ‘Readings in Oklahoma History.’ ’’ 


Any person or library fortunate enough to get a copy of this 
work will have something not only beautiful in print and binding but 
also will be definitely as useful. 

Charles Evans, 
Oklahoma Historical Society. 


Muskogee and Eastern Oklahoma. By Grant Foreman. (Muskogee: 
The Star Printery, 1947. Pp. 78. Maps.) 


When the Muskogee, Oklahoma, Chamber of Commerce, decided 
to publish a small book that might tell something of the fascinating 
early history of said city, as well as point out the historical sur- 
roundings, they went the whole way, and chose to edit that book, 
Dr. Grant Foreman, Director Emeritus for Life of the Oklahoma 
Historical Society; charter member of the Society of American His- 
torians; Fellow of the American Geographical Society; honorary 
membership in the Mark Twain Society, Phi Beta Kappa at the 
University of Oklahoma, and honorary degree of Doctor of Literature 
from the University of Tulsa, and himself a resident of Muskogee. 


In this small, neatly bound book, he has lifted from his wealth 
of historical knowledge, vivid, dramatic scenes of early Eastern 
Oklahoma history, and presented them in a way that one feels that 
he must see, and know more about the setting of these stirring events. 


For action, there is the danger and excitement of warfare be- 
tween the different Indian tribes; the coming of the United States 
Troops, to establish Forts to aid in maintaining order; the establish- 
ment of Indian trading posts by such men as Joseph Bogy, the 
Chouteau’s, Nathaniel Pryor, and others. 

He describes the huge, flat-bottomed boats, that were built by 
skilled workmen in the shipyard on the banks of the Verdigris, on 
which the skins and furs obtained in trade with the Indians, were 
floated down the river to market. — 
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The coming of the missionaries; the founding of schools and 
churches; the establishment of the first printing press; names of 
some of the distinguished visitors in this part of the country included 
the Naturalist, Thomas Nuttall, George Catlin, the celebrated painter, 
and the great writer, Washington Irving, and the names of famous 
generals who commanded troops in the Indian country and events 
concerning the Civil War, are specifically mentioned. 


The Texas Road, the Abilene and the Chisholm trails to well 
known points in the Indian Territory, as well as the colorful pano- 
ramas that once moved over these roads are specifically mentioned. 
Great herds of cattle driven to market, freighter’s wagons, prairie 
schooners, stage coaches and little mules, with kegs of Spanish coins 
strapped to their back, and strong Indian women, bending beneath 
the weight of the green peltries they carried to the trading posts, are 
described. 


Interest is added to the book by the maps which were drawn 
from data supplied by the author, the early settlements in the region, 
and from the visible remains of old trails and settlements, and as 
well as the names of early settlers. The maps will be appreciated 
by the student of history, as well as the tourist. 


By Robert L. Williams, 
Durant, Oklahoma 


The Cross Timbers. By Carolyn Thomas Foreman. (Muskogee: 
The Star Printery, Inc., 1947. 123 pp. Map, Notes, and Biblio- 
graphy.) 


Extending northward from central Texas to the Red River, and 
far beyond it into Oklahoma, are two broad belts of forest known as 
the Cross Timbers. The more western of these wide strips of wood- 
land, called the Upper Cross Timbers, seems to divide the more 
rolling and humid area of central and northern Texas and a part of 
Oklahoma from the wide stretches of dry, level plains extending 
westward to the base of the Rockies. From the early part of the 
nineteenth century, or even before, many travelers and explorers 
have referred to the Cross Timbers but this book gives the first com- 
prehensive account of these regions and of their effect upon those 
who visited or sought to traverse them. In seven chapers the author 
describes these wooded areas and gives a colorful account of the 
various individuals or expeditions that penetrated them on their way 
farther west, or established settlements, trading posts, or forts near 
their border or within their limits. Here is told the story of Aaron 
B. Lewis who in 1831 left Fort Towson for Santa Fe and described 
the Cross Timbers which he traversed in the course of his journey. 
The following year Washington Irving, Charles Joseph Latrobe, and 
Henry L. Ellsworth made their famous journey to the prairies and 
all three of these men have left us vivid descriptions of their ex- 
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periences in crossing this ‘‘iron bound region’’ of the Cross Tim- 
bers. Two years later, or in 1834, the artist, George Catlin, ac- 
companied the Dodge-Leavenworth expedition and both he and 
Lieutenant Thompson B. Wheelock, an army officer with the ex- 
pedition, wrote interesting accounts of this ‘‘timbered thicket’’ and 
the difficulty of traversing it with ‘‘fifty litters in our train; men 
in them extremely sick.’? Many other accounts are given of ex- 
peditions that traversed the Cross Timbers as well as of the activities 
of the army or of settlers in or near them. These include an account 
of the establishment of Camp Holmes, the Gregg and Kendall expedi- 
tions through the Cross Timbers, Randolph B. Marey’s expeditions, 
and the reports on these wooded areas made by Whipple, Marcy, 
Cooper, and Edward F.. Beale. To nearly all of those who sought to 
penetrate them the Cross Timbers proved a difficult barrier and 
almost every traveler breathed a sigh of relief when he emerged 
from these gloomy forests upon the open prairie. This book, though 
small, is a significant contribution to the historical literature of the 
Southwest. Its value is considerably enhanced by the map in the 
back of the volume. To the casual observer, it might appear that 
the wooded area extending north from the Canadian just east of 
Norman and Oklahoma City to a point far beyond Guthrie is really 
an extension of the Cross Timbers and in consequence, this strip of 
forest might logically be shown as extending considerably farther 
north. This reviewer whose boyhood was spent on a farm at the 
western edge of the lower Cross Timbers would have welcomed 
some account of the life of the people of this wooded area during 
the last quarter of the nineteenth century. The purpose of the 
author, however, was only to give a description of this interesting 
region and of its significance in the history of the Southwest, and 
in this she has succeeded admirably. Perhaps she, or some other 
writer, may in the future give us an account of the social and 
economic life of the people who have occupied the Cross Timbers 
region as contrasted with that of those residing beyond its borders 
on the open prairie. Such a study could hardly fail to prove in- 
teresting and would be a fitting sequel to this delightful little volume. 


Edward Everett Dale 
University of Oklahoma 
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NECROLOGIES 


T. MYRON PYLE 
1882-1947 


In memory of T. Myron Pyle it is a melancholy pleasure to record 
these salient facts of the good life of a fine citizen. Strength, courage, 
and loyalty were so mixed in his character that he had great capacity for 
friendship, He was a noble gentleman. 


Mr. Pyle was a Virginian to the manor born, and Bristol, Virginia, 
was his natal place. He was born June 25, 1882. There in that beautiful 
old Southern town which is half in Virginia and half in Tennessee, he was 
educated in the public schools and at King College which was to that 
section a cultural center. Thereafter in 1902 he attended Shenandoah 
Valley Academy, Virginia. He went to Colorado in 1905 and worked on a 
ranch until 1907, and became thoroughly imbued with the mystic charm of 
Western life. Still in early manhood, he returned to his native Virginia 
and entered the University of Virginia at Charlottesville, graduating in 
law in 1910. However, before his graduation he was admitted to the bar 
in Virginia in 1909. In the year of his graduation in law he married 
Miss Ruth Hidy of Charlottesville. Two sons were born to them, Myron, 
Jr., and John Randolph, the latter having died in infancy. Myron, Jr. 
is an attorney and at the present resides with his wife and young son in 
Jackson, Mississippi. 


Having “punched” cattle on a Colorado ranch for some three years 
the love of the Western prairies was in the blood of T. Myron Pyle. He 
and a boyhood friend opened a law office in Oklahoma City in 1910. After 
some years in the private practice, he took a position in the tax depart- 
ment of the Internal Revenue Service; and for a time he was Assistant 
Attorney General of Oklahoma. Thereafter he became tax attorney for 
the Oklahoma Gas and Electric Company, having a great many counties of 
Oklahoma under his charge with respect to assessments of his com- 
pany’s interests. As such he became an expert in certain lines of tax 
matters. He retired from active duty with his company last year because 
of ill health, after nearly 24 years of able and valued service. 


A genial, gracious man, he was widely known in business and legal 
circles as “Jack” Pyle. All the courtliness, gentle dignity and cordiality 
of the Southern gentleman was his. His was not alone a fine courtesy, 
his uniformly kindly deeds were the constant fruitage of a Christian heart. 
Born of an old and fine Southern family, he reflected their high ideals, 
and lived the good neighbor to a shining circle of friends. He was active 
in the good works of his community and his church and state. He and 


his family were members of the First Presbyterian Church of Oklahoma 
City. 


T. Myron Pyle was as open hearted and neighborly as he was courtly 
and gracious. More than most men he was mindful of the aged and in- 
firm, and visited them. He was always present to help bury his neighbor’s 
dead. Because of his warm and bouyant nature he loved life; he enjoyed 
its clean sports and pleasures to the full. He laughed merrily and with 
a heartiness that kindled sunshine. In the requirements and duties of 
life he responded with a warm zest. He wore the yoke of good citizenship 
with a true sense of duty. When on October 2, 1947 Jack Pyle departed 
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this life, he left to a fond wife and noble son, and to myriads of friends 
a lasting memory of one of God’s good men. 


—By Baxter Taylor. 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


BENJAMINE FRANKLIN WILLIAMS, JR., 
1875-1946 


Benjamine Franklin Williams, Jr., son of Benjamine Franklin Williams, 
Sr.1 (born in Giles County, Tennessee on April 8, 1828 and died at Clinton, 
Oklahoma in March, 1912; son of Benjamine and Margaret Hall (Robson) 
Williams, Welsh and Colonial pioneers in South Carolina), was born 
in Texas on March 21, 1875 and died at Norman, Oklahoma, on September 
24, 1946.2 { 

His paternal ancestors (on the Williams side) were Welsh and his 
maternal grandfather was of Scotland. His people were slave-owners and 
prosperous. 


Benjamine Franklin Williams, Sr., was educated at Miami University, 
Oxford, Ohio, and Center College, Danville, Kentucky. From Tennessee 
he migrated to Mississippi, where after the death of his first wife, he mar- 
ried Miss Etta H. Rucker and from there removed to Upshur County, 
Texas, where he practiced law and from there, just prior to the Civil War, 
he removed to Jefferson County, Arkansas, when he enlisted in the Con- 
federate Army. At the close of the War Between the States, he located 
temporarily at San Antonio, Texas and then removed to Falls County, 
Texas. In 1881 he was appointed by Governor Roberts as District Judge 
of the District embracing Young County in the Northwest and was re- 
elected as District Judge and afterwards removed to Henrietta, Clay 
County, Texas and then at the opening of the Oklahoma Territory he came 
to Oklahoma City and was admitted to the Bar and then located in the 
practice of law at Norman and on a visit to a daughter at Clinton where 
he died. When located in Hast Texas he acted as District Attorney for a 
short time and was an early-day Cleveland County Judge in Oklahoma 
Territory. In the various localities in which he lived-in Texas in that 
early day he enjoyed a large practice as a lawyer. He was a member of 
the Methodist Church and the only secret order to which he belonged was 
the Odd Fellows. By his first wife he had two children:— 


1. Mrs. Mary Carnahan, wife of a retired farmer, Rogers, Arkansas; 
2. Robert L. H., Attorney at Goldwaite, Texas (deceased). 


By his second wife, Etta H. (Rucker) Williams, he had the following 
children :— 


. Annie, wife of W. I. Brannon, merchant, Clinton, Okla.; 
. Clara, wife of Rev. Evan Dhu Cameron;? 
Mattie, wife of W. M. Newell, attorney, Norman, Okla.; 
Jean, wife of W. H. Forgy, attorney, Archer City, Texas; 
Benjamine Franklin, the subject of this article; 
Etta, wife of W. R. Barksdale, merchant, Memphis, Tenn.; 
. Johnnie, wife of H. L. Quiet, banker of Clinton, Okla.; 


AO TP wh 


1 Luther B. Hill, A History of the State of Oklahoma (Chicago and New York: 
Lewis Publishing Company, 1900). : 

2R. L. Williams, “Rev. Evan Dhu Cameron (1862-63),” Chronicles of Oklahoma, 
Vol. XI, No. 1 (March, 1933), p. 741. 
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8. Charlie, twin sister of Johnnie, wife of William Milterberger, Clin- 
ton, Okla.; 

9. Lee, wife of Dr. Baugaus, Temple, Texas; 

10. Kate, twin sister of Lee, teacher at Archer City, Texas. 


In September, 1900 he was married to Miss Ninis O. Hullum, and to 
this union were born two daughters, Mildred Lee and Margaret Lucile. 


Benjamine Franklin Williams, Jr.3 the subject of this article, was edu- 
cated in the common schools of Texas and at Polytechnic College at Fort 
Worth, Texas and read law in his father’s office. He was admitted to the 
Bar in Oklahoma City in 1899 and located at Norman. He was a foremost 
lawyer both in civil and criminal practice and probably one of the most 
distinguished criminal lawyers in the State. His office in the Hullum 
Building on Main Street in Norman, from which he gave his time to the 
practice until 1942 when, on account of disability due to illness, he retired 
from the practice of law. 


He was a member of the Democratic Committee, a member of the 
State Bar Association, and fraternally affiliated with Norman Lodge No. 
7, Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Norman Camp No. 154, Woodmen 
of the World; Ancient Order of United Workmen at Norman; and Purcell 
Lodge No. 1260, Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. 


At the organization of the Supreme Court of the State of Oklahoma in 
December, 1907, he was appointed as a member of the Bar Commission 
to supervise admission of members to the bar and was chairman for a 
number of years, and from 1907 until 1925 when the Board of Governors 
was created then he became a member of that board. He was President 
of the Oklahoma Bar Association in 1934. In his friendships he was loyalty 
personified, a good citizen, and a fine husband and father. 


—By Robert L. Williams. 
Durant, Oklahoma. 


JAMES WATSON BOLEN 
1871-1946 


James Watson Bolen, son of William Bolen and his wife, Mary, was 
born on August 31, 1871 in Pontotoc County, Mississippi. He attended 
Toccopola Junior College at Toccopola, Mississippi, and registered at the 
University of Mississippi, University, Mississippi, on September 14, 1895, 
giving his post office as Randolph, Pontotoc County, and graduated from 
said law school in 1896. 


Soon after his graduation he located at the town of Center in the 
Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory, at which, as well as Stonewall, a 
United States Commissioners Court was located and United States District 
Court was also held at Pauls Valley and Tishomingo, where he engaged in 
the practice of law until the United States District Court was located at 
Ada when he removed to Ada and continued the practice of law until he 
retired on account of his health. During that period he was engaged with 
John P. Crawford in the practice of law and for a part of that time C. C. 
Williams, now of Poteau, was a member of the firm. 


8 Joseph B, Thoburn, A Standard History of Oklahoma (Chicago and New York: 
American Historical Society, 1916), Vol. 5, pp. 1883-85; and Journal of the Okla- 
homa Bar Association, 1946, Vol. 17, pp. 1588-89. 
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In 1902 he was married to Emma Kathleen Sugg and to thie marriage 
came two children, to-wit:—a daughter, Celma, who married Louis 
Escalda of Nogales, Arizona, where they reside; and another daughter, 
Ruth, who married Warren Kice of Ada, Oklahoma, where they reside. 
He is also survived by his wife and a sister, Miss Ida Bolen, both of Ada. 


He died at Ada, Oklahoma, on Tuesday, December 24, 1946. Funeral 
services were held at Criswell’s Chapel on December 26, 1946, with inter- 
ment in Rosedale Cemetery. Active pallbearers were Mack Braly, Claude 
V. Thompson, Bill Crawford, Turner King, Virgil Stanfield and Hugh 
Mathis. 


When Thomas D. McKeown was elected to Congress in 1916 he 
resigned the office of District Judge and James Watson Bolen was ap- 
pointed by the Governor to fill said office and at the end of said term he 
was elected and re-elected until he retired on account of failing health. 
He was never a candidate for any other character of office but was active 
in the politics of the State and a loyal supporter of the Democratic Party, 
an effective orator whether in the court or on the hustings. Ada was in 
the territory embraced in what was Pontotoc, in the Chickasaw Nation.! 


1 Ada Evening News, Dec. 26, 1946. 
—By Robert L. Williams. 


Durant, Oklahoma. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE 
OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


January 29, 1948. 


The meeting of the Board of Directors of the Oklahoma Historical 
Society convened in the Historical Society Building, Oklahoma City, Okla- 
homa, at 10:00 A. M., January 29, 1948, with the president, Judge Robert 
L. Williams, presiding, 


The Secretary called the roll. The following members were present: 
Judge Robert L. Williams, Judge Thomas H. Doyle, Dr. Emma Hstill Har- 
bour, Judge Robert A. Hefner, General William S. Key, Hon, W. J. 
Peterson, Judge Baxter Taylor, Mrs. John R. Williams, and the Secretary. 


Judge Thomas H. Doyle made the motion that absentee members be 
excused as having good and sufficient reasons for their absence. Judge 
Baxter Taylor seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 


Judge Robert L. Williams presented a picture, “The Birth of our 
Country,” the gift of the West Publishing Company. Judge Thomas H. 
Doyle made the motion that the picture be appropriately framed and that 
the Secretary be directed to write a letter of thanks to the donor. Mrs. 
John R. Williams seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 


The Secretary read the minutes of the last meeting of the Board of 
Directors which met on October 24, 1947. 


Judge Robert A. Hefner made the motion that the regular meeting 
of April 1948 be postponed until May 26, 1948, to be then held, when the 
annual meeting is held in Guthrie, Oklahoma. Dr. Emma Estill Harbour 
seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 


The Secretary presented a list of applications for membership, as 
follows: 


LIFE: Mrs. Gertrude S. Phillips, Norman, Oklahoma. 


ANNUAL: W. P. Atkinson, Oklahoma City; Arthur J. Black, Tulsa; 
Nelson M. Blake, Hyattsville, Md.; Mrs. James F. Blanton, Pauls Valley; 
L. Kenneth Cargile, Bartlesville; R. A. Clifford, Austin, Texas; Robert E. 
Cullison, Oklahoma City; Paul Cummings, Alva; Mrs. Orella R. Dameron, 
Tulsa; Mrs. Daniel Delly, Choctaw; Loyd E. Drake, Mutual; Paul Fesler, 
Oklahoma City; Gilbert C. Fite, Norman; M. W. Fulks, Hominy; Preston 
W. George, Altus; Mrs. J. J. Glaser, Alva; W. BE. Harvey, Ada; Oscar 
Hatcher, Tulsa; Mrs. M. P. Hatchett, Ada; H. A. Hewett, Durant; Henry 
J. Holm, Chicago, Ill.; Bruce E. Holmes, Oklahoma City; Ralph P. Hron, 
Huntington, W. Va.; May Hessey, Cleveland; Irvin Hurst, Oklahoma City; 
N. A. Lago, Oklahoma City; H. B. Largent, Oklahoma City; Mrs. B. L. 
Logan, Tonkawa; George H. Millard, Whittier, Calif.; Daisy L. Moore, Ada; 
Mrs. Sue K. Morris, Soper; Mrs. Marion Mumford, Shidler; Irene M. Pollock, 
Quinton; Inez G. Schneider, Eufaula; Woodrow W. Staats, Bartlesville; 
Anna W. Stewart, Washington, D. C., E. W. Snoddy, Alva; Mrs. Emma D. 
Thompson, Guthrie; Thomas Alfred Tripp, New York City; Mrs, A. Z. Yeary, 
Chickasha. 
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Dr. Emma Estill Harbour made the motion that the list of applicants be 
accepted in the class as indicated. Judge Robert A. Hefner seconded the 
motion which passed unanimously. 


The President reported that the office of Colonel Chorpening of the 
U. S. Army Engineers, had advised that if there was any danger of 
Nathaniel Pryor’s grave being inundated as a result of the Fort Gibson 
Dam, that- his body would be disinterred and removed, possibly to the 
National Cemetery at Fort Gibson. 


The President reported that Senator Elmer Thomas had advised 
that he is doing everything possible to secure for the State, for the benefit 
of the Oklahoma Historical Society, the office building used by General 
Sheridan at Fort Reno. Dr. Emma Estill Harbour made the motion that 
General William S. Key be appointed as a committee of one in the matter 
of securing the title to General Sheridan’s office building at Fort Reno. 
Judge Robert A. Hefner seconded the motion which passed unanimously, 


General William §S. Key reported that a group of civic leaders of 
Oklahoma City wished to present to the Society a painting of Mr. Frank 
Buttram of this city, and made the motion that the painting be accepted. 
Dr. Emma Hstill Harbour seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 


The President called attention to the condition of the walls of the 
historical building and the ceiling of the Directors’ room. Judge Thomas 
H. Doyle made the motion that a committee be appointed to take up with 
the Chairman of the Board of Affairs the matter of repairing the walls 
and ceilings of this building. Dr. Emma Hstill Harbour seconded the 
motion which passed unanimously. 


The President appointed Judge Robert A. Hefner, Chairman, General 
William S. Key and Judge Baxter Taylor to serve on the above mentioned 
committee. 


General William S. Key read a letter addressed to the Board from Dr. 
Grant Foreman, calling attention to some very fine and rare maps of 
Oklahoma made in 1872, one set of which is supposed to be on file in the 
capitol building, and which Dr, Foreman believes should be secured and 
placed in the historical building for reference and safe keeping. 


Mrs. John R. Williams made the motion that the Secretary be directed 
to make a search in the Capitol for the Maps of 1872 mentioned in Dr. 
Foreman’s letter with a view of placing them in the historical building 
for safe keeping. Judge Baxter Taylor seconded the motion which passed 
unanimously. 


A committee composed of General William S. Key, Judge Robert A. 
Hefner and Judge Baxter Taylor was appointed to act with the Secretary 
in the above matter. Miss Hazel Beaty, Librarian, and Mrs. Rella Looney, 
Archivist, of the staff, were directed to assist the committee. 


General William S. Key made the motion that the Board extend its 
sympathy to Dr. Grant Foreman in his illness and wish him a speedy 
recovery and that it appreciates his efforts in looking after and aiding in 
the transfer of the tribal records to the historical society. Dr. Emma 
Estill Harbour seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 


General William S. Key made the motion that since there were no 
petitions filed for positions as Directors of the historical society in the 
place of Judge Thomas H. Doyle, Hon, W. J. Peterson, Hon Thomas G. Cook, 
Hon. Edward C. Lawson, and Mrs. J. Garfield Buell, whose terms expire 
in 1948, that the rules be suspended pursuant to the Constitution and By- 
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laws of the Society and each of these be elected to succeed himself or 
herself. Judge Baxter Taylor seconded the motion which passed unani- 


mously. 


Judge Thomas H. Doyle moved that since Section 3 of Article 3 of the 
Constitution and By-Laws of the Oklahoma Historical Society, provides 
in part as follows: ‘on each even-numbered year, the Board of Directors 
shall convene for the purpose of electing a president, two vice-presidents, 
a secretary and a treasurer for a term of two years, or until their suc- 
cessors shall have been chosen and qualified, such election to be by ballot,” 
therefore that the rule requiring “such election to be by -ballot,” be 
suspended and that the Board proceed to the election of the present staff 
of officers by viva voce, which motion was seconded by Judge Baxter 
Taylor and unanimously adopted. 


Judge Thomas H. Doyle thereupon further moved that the present staff 
of employees of the society be re-elected and continued in office for the 
ensuing term of two years, with the exception that the present status of 
the position of Chief Clerk shall remain in status quo until further orders, 
which motion was seconded by Judge Baxter Taylor and unanimously 
adopted. 


The Secretary read a list of gifts that were received during the quarter: 
Three gold watches; framed miniature of Robert L. Owen; Proficiency 
Certificates received by Robert L. Owen when a student; original Marriage 
Certificate of Capt. and Mrs. George B. Hester; copy of marriage certificate 
of Robert Owen and Narcissa Chisholm; Autograph Album owned by Nar- 
cissa Chisholm Owen; Framed Certificate-Senator Owen’s membership in 
the Oklahoma Memorial Association; Framed Certificate-Senator Owen’s 
membership in the Hall of Fame, all presented by Mrs. Dorothea O. Whitte- 
more. 


Leather Wallet containing documents and letters of the late Gen. F. M. 


Canton. Presented by Mrs. F. M. Canton. 
A Gun. Presented by Ben Hllis ITI. 


A Fluting Iron. Presented by Mrs. C. F. Trader. 

Invasion Money. Presented by George Sherwood. 

Invasion Money. Presented by Set. James F. Choate. 

Norden Bomb Sight. Presented by Flight Officer Thomas G. Kugler. 


pon of Flags used in World War II. Presented by the Adjutant General’s 
ffice. 


PICTURES 


Dr. A. C. Scott, oil portrait. Presented by The Men’s Dinner Club. 


Dr. Charles Evans, oil portrait. Presented by The Oklahoma Memorial As- 
sociation. 


Boss Neff. Presented by Mrs. Neff’s family. 
Early Day Oklahoma, oil painting. Presented by Robert Pearson, artist. 


Crayon Sketch of Negro Servant, Presented by Mrs. Dorothea O. Whitte- 
more. 


Crayon Sketch of a house. Presented by Mrs. Dorothea O. Whittemore. 
Two photographs of the Cemetery at Pearl Harbor. Presented by W. H. 
Williams. 


Photograph of Gen, F. M, Canton. Presented by Mrs. F. M. Canton, 
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Hon. W. J. Peterson made the motion that these gifts be accepted and 
the donors thanked. Mrs. John R. Williams seconded the motion which 
passed unanimously. 


Dr. Emma Estill Harbour made the motion that a separate case for 
the Owen Collection be purchased from the Alexander Drug Company for 
the sum of $240.00. Judge Baxter Taylor seconded the motion which 
passed unanimously. 


The Secretary called attention to the annual meeting to be held at 
Guthrie, Oklahoma, in May 1948, and suggested that a committee be ap- 
pointed to assist him in making up the program for the Society. Judge 
Thomas H. Doyle made the motion that Judge Baxter Taylor be invited to 
make the address. General William S. Key seconded the motion which 
passed unanimously, the committee to consist of the President and other 
members of the executive committee and other members of the Board that 
may be present. 


General William S. Key made the motion that a letter of sympathy be 
written to the family of the late Admiral Marc Mitscher and that they be 
asked to place his portrait in the historical building, along with other 
mementoes, to be preserved and identified with the history of this State. 
Dr. Emma Estill Harbour seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 


The President presented a statement for the premium on the Treasurer’s 
Bond, in the amount of $22.50. Dr. Emma Bstill Harbour made the motion 
that the account be paid out of the private funds. Judge Robert A. Hefner 
seconded the motion which passed unanimously, and draft for payment 
of same has been accordingly drawn and delivered to the Secretary. 


Judge Robert L. Williams, the President, called attention to a book 
entitled “Alexander Hamilton,” by Nathan Schachner. Judge Baxter 
Taylor made the motion that the Society buy a copy of said book. Mrs. 
John R. Williams seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 


Judge Robert A. Hefner made the motion that the Board invite the 
Sons of the American Revolution to hold their annual meeting in the 
Auditorium of the historical building. Judge Baxter Taylor seconded the 
motion which passed unanimously. 


The Secretary reported that Mr. Ralph Hudson, Librarian of the State 
Library in the State Capitol. had recently purchased a Microfilm Machine 
and had offered the use of it to the historical society at any time. Judge 
Robert A. Hefner made the motion that Mr. Hudson be thanked fer his 
offer. Dr. Emma Estill Harbour seconded the motion which passed 


unanimously. 


The Secretary reported that the historical societies all over America 
have bulletins or postcards to give or sell to visitors. Mrs. John R. 
Williams made the motion that the Secretary be instructed to investigate as 
to the cost of bulletins or postcards for this Society. Dr. Emma Estill 
Harbour seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 


General William S. Key made the motion that the Society accept a 
portrait of Bishop Eugene J. McGuinness which the Catholics desire to 
present to this Society. Dr. Emma Estill Harbour seconded the motion 


which passed unanimously. 

The President appointed Judge Thomas H. Doyle, General William 8. 
Key and the Secretary on a committee to make arrangements to secure 
the portrait of Bishop McGuinness. 
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Dr. Emma HBstill Harbour made the motion that the Board express 
to Bishop Francis C. Kelly its hope that his health will improve. Judge 
Baxter Taylor seconded the motion which passed unanimously, 


Judge Robert A. Hefner made the motion that a letter of sympathy 
be written to Hon. J. B. Milam on account of the death of his sister. Dr. 
Emma Estill Harbour seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 


Judge Baxter Taylor made the motion that the meeting stand ad- 
journed subject to the call of the President. General William S. Key 
seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 


ROBERT L. WILLIAMS, President 
Presiding. 
CHARLES EVANS, Secretary. 
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To the Oklahoma Historical Society: 


I hereby request that the Board of Directors of the Oklahoma 
Historical Society elect me to Annual, Life, membership in the 
Society. In order to expedite the transaction, I herewith send the 


required fee $..00000000.. rea es 
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The historical quarterly magazine is sent free to all members. 


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP due (no entrance fee), one dollar 
in advance. 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP fee (free from all dues thereafter), 
$25.00. Annual members may become life members at any time 
upon the paynient of the fee of twenty-five dollars. This form of 
membership is recommended to those who are about to join the 
Society. It is more economical in the long run and it obviates all 
trouble incident to the paying of annual dues. 


All checks or drafts for membership fees or dues should be 
made payable to the order of the Oklahoma Historical Society. 


RECOMMENDATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Secretary, Oklahoma Historical Society, 
Historical Building, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 


I nominate for membership in the Oklahoma Historical So- 


ciety : 


1. Name 


Address 


2. Name e Bits ae 


Address es 


3. Name 


Address ete teed 


4, Name ae 
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Dues: Annual membership is $1; life membership is $25. The 
Oklahoma Historical Society sends The Chronicles of Oklahoma to 
its members. 


Nominated by: 
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THE OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


The Oklahoma Historical Society was organized by a 
group of Oklahoma Territory newspaper men_ interested 
in the history of Oklahoma who assembled in Kingfisher, 
May 26, 1893. 


The major objective of the Society involves the pro- 
motion of interest and research in Oklahoma history, the 
collection and preservation of the State’s historical records, 
pictures, and relics. The Society also seeks the co-operation 
of all citizens of Oklahoma in gathering these materials. 


The Chronicles of Oklahoma, published quarterly by 
the Society in spring, summer, autumn, and winter, is dis- 
tributed free to its members. Each issue contains scholarly 
articles as well as those of popular interest, together with 
book reviews, historical notes, etc. Such contributions will 
be considered for publication by the editors and the Publi- 
cation Committee. 


Membership in the Oklahoma Historical Society is 
open to everyone interested. The quarterly is designed for 
college and university professors, for those engaged in re- 
search in Oklahoma and Indian history, for high school 
history teachers, for others interested in the State’s history, 
and for librarians. The annual dues are $1.00 and include 
a subscription to The Chronicles of Oklahoma. A free 
sample copy will be sent upon request. Life membership 
may be secured upon the payment of $25.00. All dues and 
correspondence relating thereto should be sent direct to 
the Secretary, Oklahoma Historical Society, Historical So- 
ciety Building, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
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